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How this book got its name.

By June 1953 the Korean War, had settled into position
warfare.At this pointbothsideswerefighting towin apeace,

to achievancrementahdvantagetha couldbetranslatednto
gainsatthepeacenegotiationsn PanmunjomThesdastdays

of the war saw savagebattlesfor control of importantlocal
terrain features, especially in the trench warfare of IRON
TRIANGLE which the 15hregement|ll IDV waschargedo
defend.

PYONGYANG ! "

PYON(.;GANG

CHORWON @ , ®KUMWHA
38th Parallel V7

.
)

SEOUL

From Jan. 1953 until July 27 of that year, day that the
ceasefireagreementwas signed, Greek Battalion, known as
S p a r BattalidnsindertheCommandingf Lt Col George
Koumanakoswasattachedo 15" regthathadthemissionto
defend the four Sections of thr Triangle, TOM, DICK,
HARRY and NEST OF THE EAGLE. Thenthe Regimental
Commanderassignedthe Greek Battalion to defendthe last
sectorcalledii N eofthee a g | Gn25 of March1953,the
RegimentalCommanderAkers, Jr. writes in his report. (See
page93)

fi .Colonel Koumanakosis my Eagle. He goesto hisbattle
positionhighabovehis soldierseache v e n i Tisdsavhy

| calledthisbook...i T hEagleofthelron Tr i angl e. 0
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The lron Triangle is the area that connects Comhwa,
Pyonggang@ndChorwon.This areahadthehighestumberof
casualties during the Korean War, and this battlefield was
prohibited to the public after 1953, when the war endedin a
ceasefire.The Iron TriangleBattlefieldwastheheadquarters
and frontline of the North Korean Army. This areahad the
unigue naturaladvantageof beingadifficult targetfor Allied
forcestoattack;bg temainedaneasyareafor North Koreans
to defend. At this battlefield is the 2nd tunnel, 108km north
from Seoul... that was made by North Koreans who were
planningto invadeSouthKorea.

Thelron Triangleis crossedy theMain Line of Resistance
(MLR) and and its defencefrom the beginningof 1953
until theJulyof 1953thattheKoreanwar endedwas a
responsibility of the & / ! b RETho the 3% Infantry
Division USArmy. Theda / ! b REThunder theCom
manding of Lt Col Akers Jmgs consistedfrom the 15
regiment USArmy, the S p a r tbattalidbrsof the
Greek ExpebditionaryForces (GEF) under the Commanding
of Lt Col. George Koumanakose batalion of the ' RCT, one
reconnaissance compaoge company dfeavy tanks and one
companyof 10" Engineer.

dorcher Sl
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This book may include excerpts of copyrighted
material the use of which has not always been
specifically authorizedby the copyright owner. 1 am
making such material available consistentwith the
establishedpractice of academiccitation and in an
effort to advance understandingto the public and
distinguish the historical truth, on a fact so much
abusedby someignorant and mistrust people.. This
constitutesa "fair use" of any such copyrighted
material as provided for in section107 of the US
Copyright Law. In accordancewith Title 17 U.S.C.
Section 107, this book is distributed without fee or
paymentof any kind to thosewho have expressech
prior interestin receivingtheincludedinformationfor
researchand edwcationalpurposeslf youwishto use
copyrightedmaterial from this book for purposesof
your own that go beyondfi f aiis reypudmust obtain
permission from the copyright owner. All original
material producedby theauthorand publishedin this
bookis copyrighted.
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In memory of those who served and

Those who gave their life preserving
the freedom in Koreain 19501 1953

Rain onthe Iron Triangle

It wasno rain dropscomingdownfrom the sky.
Butartillery andmartar cells,warminvitationfor death,
Tobravemen,whohaddecidedo die
Andkeeptheir namehonoreeandtheir oathin faith.

(Refrain)

TherewereTom,Dick, Harry andtheE a g Inestd s
the CANDO RegimentaCombatTeamdefendingsectors
Whereits unitsparticipatedto the DeathFest
Withtheir bravesoldiersto betheactors.

(Refrain)

It wason Juneof Nineteerfifty three.
WhenHellenesand Americandighting sideby side
Ignoredii h a r amdvetnainedree
Savingtheir positionsandpride.
(Refrain)

Refrain:
ghegroundfor dayswasnot wetfromtherain function.
Butfromthebloodof heroicsoldiersKilled In Action..

Andreas Koumanakos
Ret.ColEng.Corp,GreekArmy.
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Lt. Col George KoumanakosCommandingOfficer of the
GreekBattalion,(GEF)from 4-1-1953until 20-7-1953.
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| Preface

Thisgleaningwasmadein memoryof GreekArmy
GeneralGeorgeKoumanakosvho passe@awayon May
23,2000.As he hadnotwrittenanybookabouthis very
stormylife, | decidedo dothisbook.Thisis notthe
historyof the KoreanWar, but the historyof the Greek
Battalionin Korea(knownasS p a r Battaliangrom
Januaryi953until July1953,the monththatthe
armisticewassigned At thisperiod,GeneralGeorge
Koumanakosvasassignedsthe CommandingOfficer
of thatBattalionof the GreekExpeditionaryForces
(GEF).However,atthebeginning thereis afterthat
prefaceaconciseoutlineof the KoreanWar, for those
readersvho haveno ideaaboutthiswar. Thisoutlinewas
preparedyLt. GeneraKoumanakoglias?

Soactuallyl startfrom page55 with theintroduction
andthereportof Col Rubend~. AkersJr.asit covers
exactlythe mentionedime period.Subsguentlyl
mentioneventsandicludedocumentsmmemoriesand
lettersof people who hadmetCol. Koumanakosl am
surethattherearemanymorebutunfortunatelyl c a n 6 t
mentionthemasl h a v eheidvbrk. Thereford confine
myselfto thatofficial doaumentsandstatementsf
namedpeoplewho havemethim.

| also,wasmetpersonallywith CaptainSkaltsadostas
for severatimesbut unfortunatelyverysoon,things
becameobviousthatwe could notcommunicatena
realisticbaseof the historiceventsof the KoreanWar
thatwasengagedhe GreekBattalionatthe periodof the
Commandingf Lt. Col. Koumanako$seorgel write in

1Lt GeneraKoumanakogliaspasse@wayon April 12,2010
beforetheissueof thisbook. He hadsentto metheChaptetl, ashe
finally correctedt.
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this book(ChapteV) our disagreementse hadwith
CaptainSkaltsasTo thecontraryl amfully obligedto
CaptainMike Perimenisadjutantof Geor.Koumanakos
chargedvith theS2andS3Sectionof GEF.As such,
hiswilling cooperatiorwashighly informativeand
valuableto me.

If bychancesomethings not correctin thatbook,the
fault is mine.l makethis bookin goodfaith. If thereis
somedifferentopinion,l amreadyto hearit andcorrect
anyfault in anyfutureedition.Also, 16 mstill waiting for
anynewexperiencegdocumenbr photo,fromanybody,
aboutLt. Col GeorgeKoumanako®r aboutthe Greek
Battalion.It will begreatlywelcomed.

As anyresearciprojectreflectsthe contributionof
manypersonandit becomeguiteobvious,especially
whentheprojectconcerrnto aforgottenWar andto
unknownpersonsSixty yearsaretoo many. The most
participatorgo theKoreanWar havegoneandtheir work
is scatteredn the handsof indifferentpeople.So...I
considelit necessarto expresgromtheopeningmy
sincerethanksto thosewho willingly contributed
effectivelyto thetruthandthecompletionof this essay.
| mentionfirst, Lt GeneraEliasKoumanakosiny
brotherwho coveredthechapted andhe passedwayon
April 12,2010andhewill notseethatbookfinished.
Then,l mentionCaptainMartin Marcley, Commanding
of K Companywho wasthefirst thatrespondedo my
requestandsentme manye-mails,photosand
documents.
| alsohaveto mentionRet.Col. ZisimopoulosSpyros,
MasterSergeanof N CompanyduringtheJunel953and
he participatedatthecounterattackof N Company
againstCCFonthenightof Junel7/181953,atthe
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HarrySectorHe askedmeto trandatehis testimonyin
Englishl kepthiswill.
| alsoconsidelit necessaryevenl d o rkidotvthem

andl d i dhawednymeanto communicatavith them,
all thefollowing.
- Theteamof theEngineerfficersfor thenicepicture.
- Ernie Cramerfor his nice storywhereheremembered
thehappeningvith the Greeksoldiers.
- FirstLieutenantlamesC. Haferwho haspostedhis
experiencasPlatoonLeaderof the4thplatoon,3rd
InfantryDivision, 15" RegimentHeavyTank Company
duringthedefenceof Outpos Harry.
- Lt LeonardA. Spirito. The braveconfighterof Hellines,
for his sincereamdtruthful memoriesonthenight of the
counterattackof Greeks.
- EmoryWalkerof Denver,Colorado.KoreanWar
Veteranof the United StatesArmy, for his memories
involvedwith GreeksoldiersonIRON TRIANGLE
duringthosecritical days.
- Second.t FakosandSecond.t Tsausidisjnterpreters
for theneedof GEF. Theywerewith Col. Koumanakos
until thearmisticewassigned.
- GreekArmy CorporalNick Meletis, 3@ Compaly, 493
CommunicatiorBattalion,whowentto Koreaon
February1953.

Andreas Koumanakos
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Il. THE WAR IN KOREA

JUNE 25, 1950 TO JULY 27, 1953

Thefollowing textis basedo:

-Thearticle "TheWarin Korea" publishedn a
Specialeditionof Pacific Starsand Stripes.
-Thedescriptionof Martin Markleypostedat the
Internet.
-Thereport of theCommandingfthefi C ADNO &RCT
oftheU.S.ACol Ackers Jn.tothe3rd ID.
Elias Koumanakos
Ret.Lt General GreekArmy

1. The invasion.

The Korean War, touched
off onJune25,1950,bythe
sudden, treacherousattack
upon the tiny Republic of
Koreaby CommunistNorth
Korean forces, brought
togetherforcesof morethan
a score of free countries
under the battleflag of the
United Nations. For more
: thantwo and a half years,
{ these land, sea, and air

Korean
War

25 June 19500 |, &
N Korean Attack
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forces have fought the Communistson the divided
Korean peninsula as part of the United Nations
Command.

First United Stategroopsrushedo thebattlezonefrom
Japarin earlyJuly, 1950,werefrom the 24thinfantry
Division. "TaskForceSmith,"commandedbyLt. Col.
CharlesB. Smith,consistingof elementof Companie
and C, 21stIinfantryRegimentabatteryof 105 howitzers
fromthe52dField Artillery Battalion,plussomemortars,
2.36-inchbazookasandrecoillesgifles, reachedPusan
on July 2, 1950, and moved up to meetthe Korean
Communist forces pouing down from the north.
Overwhelming numbers of well-armed, well-trained
NorthKoreansoldiers spearheadeby RussianmadeT-
34 tanks,hit thesmallU.S.forceonthe morningof July
5 andforcedawithdrawal.By thistime, otherelemens
of the24thhadreachedoreaandjoined' " TaskForce
Smith"in its effortsto halttheNorth Koreanadvance.

Theenemywasdemonstratingurprisingstrengthby
thistime. He hadplentyof tanks,artillery, andmortars;
his infantrywaswell-trained tough, andaggressiveand
histacticswerewell-plannedandexecutedin the faceof
this superiorityin numbersandoffensiveweaponslJ.S.
troops fought back valiantly, withdrawing only when
threatenedvith encirclementandmakingthe enemypay
for everyinchof yieldedground.
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Thesedelaying tactics gainedtime for the arrival of
otherU.S.unitsin Korea,andwhile theenemywasnot
stoppedhewasforcedto slowdownhistimetable which
calledfor seizureof theentirepeninsulawithin weeksof
his first breakacrosshe38thparallel.

On July7, 1950, thecommandingeneralof Eighth
Army, Lt. Gen.WaltonH. Walker,arrivedin Taejon.On
July12,Gen.Walkerwasnamedby Generabf the Army
DouglasMacArthurasgroundcommarlerin Korea,and
on July 13, EUSAKO Eighth United States Army
Korea was establishedBefore that date, the United
StatesArmy Forcesn Korea(USAFIK) wascommanded
by Maj. Gen.William F. Dean,commandeof the24th
Division. OnJuly 24,1950,Gen.MacArthur,with the
authorityvestedn him by PresidenTrumanin response
to aresolutionof the United NationsSecurityCouncil,
established the United Nations Command with
headquarterm Tokyo. Meanwhile,otherU.S.divisions
werebeingdispatchedo Korea.By July 15 all combat
elementof the25thDivision wereeitherin or goingto
Korea.ThelstCavalryDivision landedat Pohangdong
ontheeastcoastof KoreaonJuly 18,1950,t0 join the
fighting. The North Koreanscrossedthe Kum River
despiteall effortsto stopthemand,on July 20, thekey
city of Taejonfell into enemyhands.

Gen.Dean,whowasawardedhe Congressiond\ledal
of Honor for his part in this fight, was woundedand
taken prisoner while defending Taejon. U.S. and
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Republicof Koreaforceswereableto blastthee n e my 0 s
tankspearheadwith the newly-arrived3.5inch-bazooka
and resist frontal attacks, but the enveloping and
infiltration tacticsskillfully employedoytheenemykept
compressinghe defendingtroopsinto a smaller and
smaller area.The desperatestandbyU.S. and R.O.K.
unitsduringthis periodwasmarkedby innumerableacts
of individual heroismand sacrifice. Time was running
outfor theNorthKoreansWith eachdayof battlethat
passedtheir chance®f driving thedefender®f freedom
into the sea lessened,for reinforcementsand new
weaponsvereontheirwayto embattlecEighth Army.

Two battalionsof the29thInfantry Regimentarrivedin
Koreafrom Okinawaon July 25 andwerethrowninto the
line againstheReds.Six dayslater,the5th Regimental
CombatTeamcamefrom Hawaii. A full strengthpattle
readydivision, the 2d Infantry, was onits wayfrom the
ZI, while thelst ProvisionalMarineBrigadewasalso
headedor the Koreanbattlefront.

In orderto establiststrongerdefensivepositions the
EighthArmy brokecontactwith theenemyonthe night
of July 31 andwithdrewto positionsinsidethe natural
defensewfferedbythe NaktongRiver. By August4, the
withdrawal was complete. The 25th Division took up
positionsontheleft southflank of the line in theMasan
area.The24thDivision extendedromthe NaktongNam
Riverjunctionto thenorth.The1lstCavalrywasonthe
right of the24th, its right flank westof Taegu Fromthere
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theline curvedto the northandtheneast,anchoringon
thecoastat Yongdok. TheROK 1st, 6th, 8th, Capitol,
and3d Divisions heldthe northernsectorin thatorder.lt
wasonthis line, knownasthePusarPerimeterthatGen.
Walkerissuecdhis famed"Standor Die" ultimatum.
Thesix weeksthatthe EighthArmy spentinsidethe
PusarPerimetewasa periodof fighting brushfireswith
an inadequat@eumberof fremen.TheforcesunderGen.
Wa | k eammandwere too small evento man the
defensdinescompletely.To offsetthis situationandto
putoutthefiresalongthe perimetergreatmobility was
required.This mobility wasprovidedby arail androad
netmaintainedandoperatedyU.S. servicetroops.
Thee n e myaineffort againsthe PusarPerimeter
wasmadealongthe TaejorTaeguaxis.A diversionary
attackwasorderedowardChinjuto easehepressuren
Taeguandon Aug. 7, "TaskForceKean,"led by Maj.
Gen.William H. Keanandcomposeaf elementf his
25thDivision; thenewly arrived1stProvisionalMarine
Brigade,andthe5th RCT, undertookhefirst U.S.and
ROK offensiveof thewar. Althoughhamperedy enemy
infiltration, thetaskforceneverthelespushedhe North
Koreansbackto Chinjuby Aug. 11, defeatingthe North
Korean6th Division andeliminatinga serioughreatto
the U.N. command.A seriesof fanatic attacksbythe
NorthKoreanscontinuedhroughouttheentireperiodas
EighthArmy clungdesperatelyo its lasttoehold onthe
Korean peninsulaTheenemyforcedacrossingof the
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Naktongin the 24thDivision areabut wascontainedand
finally forcedbad on August17 by effortsof the24th
Division, the9th Regimentof the2d Division, andthe
1stProvisionalMarine Brigade.Fiercefighting ragedon
thenorthflank asthe ROK divisionslost, thenregained,
Pohanggong.Taeguwasthreatenedh mid-Augustwhen
theNorthKoreansattemptedo stormdownthe"Bowling
Alley," asthestraightstretchof valley from Waegwarto
Taegurbecame&nown.ThelstCavalryDivision assisted
bythe27thinfantry Regiment25thDivision, beatback
all thefuriousenemyassalis downthe"Bowling Alley"
andby Aug. 23 thisthreatto Taeguwasremoved.The
British 27th Brigade, which had arrived in Pusanon
August29 from HongKong, wentinto theline ontheleft
of the1lstCavalryDivision.

This brigade, the 1st Cavalry Division, the 24th
Division, andtheROK 1stDivision wereorganizedas
the U.S. | Corps. Theheaviestattack of all theNorth
Korean efforts to pushthe U.N. into the seahit the
perimeteronthenight of August31andcontinuedduring
the next week of SeptemberThis all-out attemptwas
launchedn two phased adrive ontheextremeeft flank
onAug. 31 andontheextremeright of the EighthArmy
onthenight of SeptembeB. Theenemythreweverything
he hadleft, but by masterlyuseof reservesandby sheer
courageanddeterminationtheU.N. forceswithstoodthe
enemyoffensivenesslime ranoutfor theNorthKorean
Communistsn mid-September.
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2. The U.N. Takes the Offensive

OnSeptembel5,1950,in one
of the most successfuland
certainly the most delicately
timed amphibious operations
ever conducted,U.S. Marines
of the 1st Marine Division,
following in the wake of a
terrific  naval bombardment,
stormedashoredeepin enemy
territory at Inchon. Enemy

g { defensesvereno matchfor the
terrific concentratiorof naval,air, andinfantry power,
andwithin hourstheportof Inchonfell. By Sept.17,the
entire 1st Marine Division was ashoreand the 7th
Infantry Division wasbeinglanded.Underthecommand
of Maj. Gen.EdwardM. Almond, groundelementsnow
designated Corpsrapidly consolidatedheentirearea.
Onthemorningof Sept.24,regimentsof the 1stMarines
andthe7thDivision pushedacrosgsheHanRiveraganst
fierce enemyresistanceand forced their way into the
streetf Seoul.Thebattlefor Seoulrageduntil Sept.26
when Gen. MacArthur announcedhe fall of the city,
formally restoringthe battereccapitalto SouthKorean
PresidenRheeon Sept.29.

Inchans L
15 Sepd
Korean
War

23 Sept 1950
131 UN Oftensire , 4

A coordinatedoverlanddrive by Eighth Army, free
now from the PusanPerimeter,nettedthousandsof
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enemyprisonerslt hadalargeareato captureputby
Sept. 22 the principal eremyresistancevas overcome
andall unitsbegarto fan out rapidly. On thatdate too,

IX CorpsbecameoperationaltakingovertheU.S.2dand
25th Divisions. A task force from the 1st Cavalry
Division, racing northward through enemyterritory,
madecontactwith element®of the 7th Division from X
Corpsontheeveningof Sept.26 slightly southof Suwon.
Thisjunctureof forcessealedhefateof NorthKorean
forcesto the southand resultedin the breaking of
organizecenemyresistancegenerallysouthof Seoul.

By the end of Septemberthe
enemyhadrelinquishedcontrol
of practicallyall territory south
o of the38thparallel. Theretreat
of theNorth Koreanarmyhad
degeneratedgradually into a
rout;theU.N. forcesby theend
of the month controlled a
: territoryoverfour timesgreater
AT thantheyhadheldatthetime
of the Inchon landing. During the latter part of
Septemberkzighth Army wasreinforcedby a battalion
eachof Philippine and Australiantroops, and earlyin
OctobertheU.S. 3d Infantry Division arrivedin the Far
EastCommand.

Korean
War
20 Sapt 1950
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U.N. forcesdrovenorthof the
38thParallelin earlyOctober,
with the ROK 3d Division
crossingontheeastcoaston
Oct. 1 and the U.S. 1st
Cavalry Division penetrating
North Koreanterritory above
Kaesong on October 9. A
plannedamphibiousencircle
ment to be launched at
Wonsan resulted in the
withdrawalof X Corpsforcesfrom thegroundactionin
earlyOctoberwith Eighth Army takingoveracrosghe
entirepeninsulaAdvancesluring Octoberweresorapid
thatPyongyangtheenemycapital,fell onOct.19.The
day after Pyongyangfell, U.N. forces madethe first
paratroopattack of the war, when the 187th Airborne
RegimentalCombat Team droppedat Sukchonand
Sumchon25 milesnorthof Pyongyang.

ROK forces advancingup the eastcoasthad made
phenomenagains,capturingtheportof Wonsaron Oct.
10andtakingHamhungandHungnanon Oct. 18,andon
Oct. 26, U.S. Marines landedat Wonsanagainstno
resistanceThreedayslatertheU.S. 7th Division went
ashoreat Iwon undersimilar conditions All unitsdrove
inlandor northwardtheMarinesstriking towardthe Cho
Shinreservoi, the 7th Division to the northwestwhile
the Capitol and ROK 3d Divisions swept toward the

Korean
War

7001 1958
Crossing e s8in
Paraned .
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Manchuriarborder.By themorningof Nov. 21,asmall
taskforceof the1l7thinfantryRegiment,/th Division,
hadreachedheYalu River at Hyesanjin.Threeweeks
earlier,the 7thRegimentof theROK 6th Division had
reachedheYalu at Chosan.
of EighthArmy by mid-Novembethadmovednorthward

Korean
War

26 Oct 1950
Tothe Yal R

Korea.

Elsewheren Korea,units

acrosghewesterrhalf of

Korea and reaché close
to Yalu river. An attack
wasunderpreparatiorfor
Nov. 24.In theeastcoast
areas,units of X Corps,
the 1st U.S. Marine
Division, the7thandthe

newly arrived 3d
Division, and ROK
divisions were cutting
their way toward the
northernmos bordersof
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3. The Chinese Attack

During the latter part of
October and throughout
Novemberreportshadbeen
receivedof Chinesetroops
operatingwithin Korea as
"volunteers."lit wasknown
that these troops were
crosing the Yalu in
increasingnumbers,but it
=~ Wasbelievedthattheywere
9 merely a token force and
et g thatthe ChineseCommunist
forces knownto bepresent
in Manchuriawould notinterveneonalargescale.
The U.N. attack of Nov. 24 forced the Chinesehand.
They struck at advancingEighth Army and X Corps
troopsin full force.By Nov. 28,30 ChineseCommunist
divisionshadslammednto U.N. forcesacrosgheentire
front. So great was their numericalstrengtl® literally
hundredsf thousand®f fresh,well-equippedroop$
that U.N. divisions were forced to fall backto avoid
completeencirclemenainddestructionOntheeastcoast,
X Corps came under heavyattack by 12 Chinese
divisions,compellingit to withdrawall its unitsinto a

Korean
War
2% Nov_ 1930

14l Chinese
Offensive
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bridgeheadareaaround Hamhungand Hungnam.This
left EighthA r myighsflank unprotectedndpresented
thegravedangerof CCFmovingaroundit to cut off all
escapeoutesto thesouth.lt wasanewwar.
In the face of these
developments,Eighth Army
withdrew rapidly and broke
contactwith thenewenemy.
At 06300nDec.5,theRoyal
UlsterRifles Battalionof the
United Kingdom 39th
Koveun Rt Brigade thelastfriendly unit
5“)’131'”0 ' | to evawate Pyongyang,fell
%Q’Z— back across the Taedong
i A > g River running through that
city andcontinuedrearguard
action. Everyeffort was madeto destroysuppliesand
equipmentnorth of the Taedongwhich could not be
broughtwith theretreatingforces.
While Eighth Army hadbeenwithdrawing,X Corpshad
beenmakingpreparationgor evacuatiorby waterfrom
their precariougpositionsaroundHamhung.TheU.S. 1st
Marine Division, which had beentrappedby large
Chineseforces, madea valiant fighting debauchment
during the bitter subzero weatherof early December.
Theywerejoinedby element®of theU.S. 7th Division,
alsofighting off entrapmentTogetheitheseforcesfought




-27 -

their way south through the swarming Chinese to
Hamhung.

It was one of the most dramatic actionsof the war,
provoking the now famous retort of Mar i nes o
commander, Maj.
Gen.Oliver P.Smith,
"Retreat,hell! We 6 r e
only attacking in
anothedirection."

With the U.S. 3d
Division holding the

' final perimeter, and

20 JAN 5i Nt landandnavalgunfire
hitting the attacking
enemy, X Corps completedthe evacuationof 105,000
military personnel, 91,000 civilian refugees, 17,500
vehiclesand350,000onsof equipmenby Dec.24. X
Corpswasplacedundercontrolof EighthArmy uponits
debarkationn SouthKorea.Finalelement®f this Corps
closedin SouthKoreaon Christmaday.

Gen. Walker, Eighth Army
commanderwas killed in a
jeepaccidentonDec.23.He
was replaced by Lt. Gen.
Matthew B. Ridgeway, who
arrived in Koreato assume
commandf EighthArmy onDec.26,1950.
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AlthoughEighthArmy hadextricatedts forcesfrom the
threatof envelopmenby falling back150milesandhad
takenup positionsacrosghepeninsulasouthof the 38th
parallel,thesituationwasstill dangerousTherewe r e n 6 t
enoughroopsto spanthe peninsulaandtheenemywas
building upfor anall-out attackto smasreighthArmy.
Late on New Y e a [Eveghe e n e mlgng awaited
generabffensivebeganwith a seriesof attacksagainst
the ROK 6th Division southof Yonchon. The enemy
gatherednomentumandforcedthe EighthArmy backall
alongthefront. Seoulfell to theChineseonJan4. For
therestof themonthit wastouchandgo, with the U.N.
fighting men stiffening their resistancedaily and with
desperatéattlesfor suchkeycommunicationgsentersas
Wonju marking the first weeksof the New Year. But
EighthArmy held,andtheenemywasunableto achieve
his objectives.

Despitethe manytactical reversestheyhad suffered
sincetheentryof CCFunitsinto theKoreanWar, the
fighting spirit of U.N. troopsneverwavered.Thatspirit
wasstrengthenedndincreasedvith eachyieldedfoot of
grounduntil, by mid-January1951.

Gen. Ridgeway, Eighth
Army commandergset the
staga‘or thenextmonthsof
' combat operation by his
army when he said, in
initiating thefirst coordina
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tedoffensiveby forcesunderhis command;'We arenot
interestedin real estate.We are interestedonly in
inflicting maximum casualtiesto the enemy with
minimum casualtiesto ourselves.To do this we must
wageawar of maneuved slashingattheenemywhenhe
withdrawsandfighting delayingactionwhenheattacks."
Eighth Army did just that. And with greatsuccess.
Duringthe 18 daysof thisfirst newoffensiveuntil the
HanRiverline wasregainedn Feb.12, EighthArmy
inflicted an estimated70,000 casualtieson the enemy.
But casualtiesnotwithstanding,the enemywas still a
formidable fighting machine.On Feb. 11, in subzero
weather,the Chinesestruck hard at the central sector
toward Wonju, which was held by the 187th RCT: a
battalionof the 17thInfantry, 7th Division; andthe ROK
18th Regiment,ROK 3d Division, attemptingto force
that strong point and split the U.N. forces down the
center. To the west of this point they struck also at
Chipyongni, an isolated pocket manned by the 2d
Di vi s23bRC® and the Frenchbattalion. Attack
afterattackagainstheseareasvasbeaterbackthrough
theheroiceffortsof the gallantmenof theseunits. The
Air Forcegaveoutstandinguid to thegroundtroopsby
air dropsandby night anddaytacticalsupport.Thekey
areawas held, and Chineseunits in the fight were
annihilated. Taking full advantageof the e n e sny 6
weakenedcondition after their abortive assault;Gen.
Ridgewayorderedhis forces forward along the entire
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front in "OperationKiller." This operationsweptthe
ChineseandNorth Koreansback,takingagreattoll of
their menandequipmentBy theendof FebruaryEighth
Army wasbackonaline overlookingthe HanRiverand
preparingto advanceagain. ThroughoutMarch, U.N.
forces continuedto gain ground methodically as the
enemyretiredin disordermakinganoccasionastand,
butlosing heavilyin menandsupply.OnMar. 15,the
15thRegimenif the ROK 1stDivision sentpatrolsinto
Seoulandraisedthe flag of the Republicof Koreaover
the capitol. The 8th Cavalry Regimem, 1st Cavalry
Division, pushedinto Chunchonon Mar. 22, and the
following daythe187thRCT jumpedinto theMunsan
areain anattempto cutoff anyenemyforcesstill south
of the river. The enemy, scurrying northward, was
becominghardto find, andbytheendof Marchsome
U.N. units had again crossedthe 38th Parallel. The
absenc®f enemycontactwastakenasanindicationthat
theenemywasmerelylicking hiswoundsandthathewas
building upfor acounteroffensiveat thefirst opening.
Thisobviousbuild-upin rearareasmadeit imperativeto
keephim off balanceby establishing strongline from
which punishingsortiescouldbe made Gen.Ridgeway,
thereforeprderedhistroopsto moveforwardto aline
runningalongthecommandingerrainjust northof the
38th Parallel. This line, 115 miles long, included 14
milesof tidal areaonits left flank anda 12-mile expanse
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of theHwachonReservoiiin thecenter.Theterrainon
theright flank wasextremelyrugged.

@& Suwon

Thelron Triangle

The Iron Triangle practically devoid of roadsand
difficult for both friend and foe to traverse. This
shortenedheline andpermittedgreaterdepthfor U.N.
attackor defenseoperatiors.

Once this line was gained,in a seriesof steady,
unspectaculargains with  maximum casualties being
inflicted on the Reds, an operationwas initiated to
continuethe A r mftessivein thewest.Thisoperation
wascalculatedo neutralizethefamed"Iron Triangle,"an
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enemy supply and communicationscenter enclosed
within atriangularareaformedbythethreecitiesof
ChorworPyonggangKumhwa. The fight toward
Chorwonby Eighth Army wasa foot-by-foot, handto-
handstruggle Determinecenemydelayingforceswere
overcomewith grenadesindbayonetsn closein fighting
astheadvanceonthe"lron Triangle"continuedln the
centerof theline, U.N. forcesfoughtto Hwachonand
capturedhereservoirBeforewithdrawing,the Chinese
openedheflood gatesn afruitlesseffort to swellthe
PukhanRiver and therebyform a water barrier in the
westcentralsector.

Thelron Triangle.

By April 20, U.N. forceshad reacheda predestinated
phasdine immediatelysouthof thetriangle,andEighth
Army troopsin the centerandonthe eastcoastbegan
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comingupontheline. Enemysupplyinstallationswithin
thetrianglewereneutralizecanddestoyed.

On Apr. 11, Gen. Ridgway
had beennamedCommander
in  Chief, United Nations
Command,taking over from
Gen.MacArthur,andLt. Gen.
James A. Van Fleet had
ok succeedetdim asEightharmy
o commander. The Korean
‘#J conflict continued to be

R ;;"‘ fought with the tactics

o perfected during the winter
months,andU.N. forcescontinuedo moveslowly but
relentlessly forward with greatest possible lateral
security, inflicting heavylossesontheenemyBut the
Redswerefar from beingwhipped.

OnApr. 22,1951,Gen.VanFleetheld hisfirst press
conferenceln discussingthe e n e mga@abilities, he
said,"The enemyis closerandin greatemumberghan
everbefore. We can expecttheattackatanyminute."”
That night the Communistsstruck with full force. So
greatwastheinitial powerofthee n e najtatlghata
deeppenetratiorof U.N. linesin thewestcentralsection
wasachievedn its earlystagesforcing Eighth Army to
withdraw as much as 40 miles to maintain maximum
securityof forces.Theenemywasneverableto exploit

Korean
War

22 APr. 1951
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his gains,howeverand,in thefaceof coldly efficient
killing tacticsemployedoy arejuvenatedighthArmy,
eachenemythreatwasreducedandovercome.Whenthe
enemyattack sputteredout on Apr 29, the U.N. lines
formedanarcjust northof Seoul,stretchingdueeastfor
20 miles,thennortheasto thecoastnearYangyang.This
offensive, which the enemyloudly proclaimedas his
Fifth Phaseoffensive, had failed, but Red capabilities
werestill considerable.
TheEighthArmy hadmetanattack
by a quarter of a million
Communist troops, but by a
combinationof air support,tank
and artillery fire, and infantry
tenaity, had inflicted 20,000
o o enemy casualtiesand maintained
; M’r its linesintact.Forthenextweek,
A AT g strong patrolsroamed10 to 12
miles in front of U.N. lines, attemptingo contactthe
enemy,generallywith negligible
results. By early May, limited
offensives were again being
g conductedby Eighth Army and
i : steadymethodicabdvancesvere
made against enemy delaying
forcesthatresistedanaticallyone
' dayandvanishedhenext.
Again, thislack of generakenemy
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contactand the tenor of incoming intelligence reports
indicatedthattheenemywasstill hopefulof driving the
U.N. outof Koreawith anothersurgeof its Fifth Phase
offensive.OnMay 16, the Chinesemadetheir final play.
Five CCFarmiesstruckalongtheboundaryof U.S. X
CorpsandROK Il Corps.Theimpactofthee ne my 0 s
blow wedgedhistroopsbetweertheseunitsandcreateda
situation which for severaldayswas precarious.The
penetrationalong the Corps boundariessubjectedthe
U.S.2nd Division to attackfrom two sides,severedhe
MSR, andestablishe@roadblockbehindits 239 and
38h regiments.The 9t regimentof the 2nd  Division
plungednorthwardto reducetheroadblock.andthetwo
sister regiments with their attached French and
Netherland$8attalionsfoughtsouthwardalongthe MSR,
broke the trap, and organizeda defenseline south of
Hangy® a line which the enemywas never able to
breachOnothersectorof thefront, lesserenemyattacks
werecontanedmoreeasilyuntil theenemyexhausted,
casualty ridden, and in serious supply difficulties,
reducedthe pressure and thenbeganto withdraw.An
immediateEighth Army counterattackvhichdeveloped
into a pursuit, caughtthe enemyin his withdrawal,
disorganizedhis forces, and causedhim tremendous
losses in personnel. The muchvaunted Fifth Phase
offensiveendedn asmashinglefeatfor the Communists
andbroketheir offensivepowerfor monthsto come.By
May 27, Inje andHwachonwereagainin U.N. handsand
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thee n e Nmyaidasscapeoutefrom theareasouthof the
Hwachonreservoirwas severed.But acombinationof
rain, mud, and enemydelaying action impedel the
closingof manyotherescapeoutesandpreventedhe
completedestructionor seizureof the e n e m3ugply
basesNeverthelesgheinitiative onthefield of battle
wasnowwith the EighthArmy andremainedherefor
therestof 1951.By the endof May, all groundlostasa
resultof enemydriveshadbeenretakerandit hadbeen
clearlydemonstratethatthe Communistglid not have
thepowerto defeatthe EighthArmy.

OnJunel3, two tankinfantry
taskforces,onefromtheU.S.
34 Division, anotherfromthe
250 Division, advancedfrom
Chorwon and  Kumhwa,
respectively, and affected a
link-up in the city of
Pyonggang that afternoon.
Except for a few roundsof
mortarfire alongthe Kumhwa
Pyonggangroad, no enemy
activity wasencounteredt wasevidentthattheenemy
hadevacuatedhis suppliesandequipmentnd,in keeping
with histacticaldoctrine hadrelinquishedheterritoryto
EighthArmy.
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4. Negotiation

Coincidentallywith thereversabf Communistfortunes
onthefield of battlein Korea,camea strongindication
thattheenemywaspreparedo settletheproblemof a
unified Korea through negotiationrather than through
fighting. In a radio speech,Russiandelegateto U.N.,
JacobA. Malik, onJunel4,1951, hintedthatthe Soviet
Union favored settlementin Koreathrougharbitration.
Sincethe UnitedNations was also of theopinionthat
solutionthroughconferencevasimmeasurablyetter,if
it could be achieved,than continuedwaste of human
lives, andsinceit washopedtheremight besomegrain
of sinceritybehind the Communistoffer, arrangements
weremadefor a meetingof representativesf bothsides
with themissionof settlingby arbitrationanissuewhich
oneyearof bitter combathadfailed to resolve.

OnJuly 10,1951 thefirst plenarysessiorof delegates
from the U.N., headed by Adm. C. Turner Joy,
CommandeNavalForced~arEast,andfromtheChinese
andNorthKoreanCommunistsheadedy NorthKorean
Gen.Namll, metatthecity of KaesongSincethatdate,
in thefaceof all effortsandconcessionsadebythe
United Nations Command, the Communists have
succeededn delaying and stalling on the negotiations
until, in the final analysis,no armisticewas possible.
Employingeverydeceitfuldevicein theirwell-stocked
bagof tricks, the Communistnhegotiatordravefalsified,
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equivocated, propagandized,threatened,pouted, and
raged.Not oncein over100plenarysessiongit Kaesong
and later at Panmunjomdid they demonstratethe
slightest concrete evidence of good faith in the
negotiationsor of arealwillingnessto bringanendof the
conflict onanybuttheirownterms.Certainsuperficial
agreementtheymadewereforcedonthemor obtained
bytheU.N. throughconcession.

Whenall elsefailed andit appearedhatthe pressuref
world-wide public opinionmight forcethe Redsto come
to an agreementtheytook refugebehind avociferous
refusalto condongheU . Nhumanitariarpolicieswith
regardto repatriationof prisonersof war, asandbain the
river of agreementBelying their loudly professedegard
for thewelfareof theseprisoners,the Communistsuntil
March, 1953, insistedthatprisoneranustbeforcedto
returnto their controlwithoutregardforthei ndi vi dual 6s
wishesin the matter,a principlewhichtheU.N. would
not tolerate. Their patiencestretchedto the bre&ing
point, Allied delegateshenheadedy Lt. Gen.William
K. Harrison,on Oct. 8, 1952,notified their Communist
counterpartghat theywould attendno more meetings
until the Redsagreedwith the U.N. plan calling for
prisonemrepatriaton accordingo eachP O Wévishes or
until the Communists came up with some other
acceptablplan.

During the ensuing deadlock, the Westernwo r | d 6 s
concernfor humanmiseryandindividualrightsfurther
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manifestedtself onDec.13,1952,whentheLeagueof
RedCrossSocietiesn Genevaurgedbothsidesin the
conflict to exchangeseriouslysick andwounded®OWs.
(A moverepeatedlyequestedbytheU.N. delegateso
thepeacdalksin thepast.)Gen.Mark W. Clark followed
uptheRedCrossactionwhenhewrotetheRedleadersn
KoreaonFeb.22,1953,thatthe UNC waspreparedo
makethe suggeste@éxchangeBut beforeGen.C| ar k 6 s
letterwasansweredthew o r Inelvépaperserefilled
with thestoryof SovietPremierJosefS t asldeatmaid
thesubsequente-arrangingof the USSRhierarchy.Then,
onMar. 28,1953,NorthKoreanPremierGen.Kim Il
Sungand ChineseGen. Peng Tch-huai answeredGen.
C | a dettedbnsth oneof theirownin whichtheyagreed
to theexchangef sickandwoundedwar prisoners.

CommunistC h i rfoae@sministerChouEn-lai, just
returnedromS t a lfunemaéagMoscow,furtherraised
hope for removing the POWreturn roadblock by
announcinghat Chinamight bewilling to compromise
ontheforcible repatriationssue He suggestedhatthose
prisonersvho did not wantto returnto theirhomelands
might besentto a"neutral”country.

Hopefor anearlysettlementgainrosein the opposing
armed camps,and the recentbitter fighting for such
terrain promontoriesas Old Baldy and VegasHills
subsidedhgainto patrolaction.Duringtheperiodfrom
the beginningof armistice negotiationsin July, 1951,
until April, 1953, no major ground offensiveswere
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launchedby either side. Both sides, however, initiated
limited offensivesfor keyterrain features,resulting in
someof the fiercest and bloodiestbattlesof modern
history. SuchactionsasBloodyandHeartbrealRidge,
theseesawbattlesfor T-Bone,VegasOld Baldy, Kelly
Hills and dozensof other localized combat operations
sinceJuly, 1951.Takingadvantagef thecomparative
respiteinducedby the negotiationsthe Communistsuilt
up their depleted ground forces, strengthenedtheir
defenses;reatedvaststocksof suppliesandmadegreat
stridesin increasingheir artillery andair potentials.

In December,1951, action was begunto move to
Koreatwo fresh U.S. divisions, the40th and the 45th
Divisions,NationalGuardunitswhich hadbeentraining
in Japan.The new units were placedin the line by
increment,with the 45th completelyreplacingthe 1st
CavalryDivision by Dec.29, 1951 ,andthe40thDivision
takingoverfrom the24thDivision by Feb.3, 1952both
the 1stCavalryandthe 24thwerereturnedo JapanGen.
Van Fleetrelinquisheccommandbf his belovedArmy to
anold comradein-arms,Lt. Gen.Maxwell D. Taylor,on
Februaryll, 1953.
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5. The U.N. Fighting Team

Membernationsof the United Nationsotherthanthe
United Statesfurnishedtroopsto the United Nations
Commandhroughouthecampaign.
- TheBritish Commonwealtt2 7thBrigadewasthefirst
nonU.S., nonrROK unit to arrive and seeaction in
Korea.It landedon Aug. 29,1950,andwentinto theline
ontheNaktongRiver westof Taegu.
- The3dBattalion,Royal AustralianRegimentreached
Koreaon Sept.28,1950,andwasattachedo the27th
Brigade.
- TheUnitedKingdom29thBrigade,whicharrivedin
November1950,coveredheJanuaryl951,evacuation
of Seouland counterattackedvigorously before being
orderedbackacrosgheHan.
- Ca n a 2Ad&aditalion,Princes®® a t r Canadard s
LightInfantry,landedonDec.18,1950,joining the 27th
Brigadein Februaryonthewestcentralfront. In May,
1951, additional units from Canadaarrived and the
Canadiar25thinfantry BrigadeGroupentereccombatin
Korea.Also presenfrom Commonvealthforceswasthe
New ZealandArtillery Battalion,which hadarrivedon
Dec.31,1950.The28thInfantry Brigadereplacedhe
27thBrigadein April, 1951.In lateJuly, 1951 ,all units
of the British Commonwealthvereunitedto formthe
CommonwealtistDivision.
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- The Philippine ExpeditionaryForce (a battalion
combatteam)reachedoreaon Sept.19,1950,andwas
attachedo theU.S.45thDivision.

- TheTurkishBrigadewasfirst committedeastof
Kunu-ri whenthe Chineseattackedn lateNovember.

- TheThailandBattalionlandedonNov. 7,1950,and
onNov. 24, movedto the Pyongyangreawhereit was
attachedo the187thRCT andlaterto the1stCavalry
Division andU.S.2d Division.
- TheNetherland8attalionarrivedon Nov. 23,1950,
andsawits first engagemergarlyin Januarywith the
U.S.38thRegimentat Wonju.
TheFrenchBattalionarrivedonNov. 29 andwith the
U.S.23dRegimentfoughtvaliantlyat Chip-lying-in.
- The Greek Battalion landed on Dec.9, 1950and
went into action on the westernfront during the first
week of February, 1951, with the 1st Cavalry
Division.
- A battalionfrom BelgiumandLuxembourgarrived
on Jan. 31, 1951, and was attachedto the United
Kingdond 29thBrigadeandthenwasfighting with the
U.S.3dDivision.
- TheEthiopianBattalionarrivedonMay 6, 1951,
followed a monthlaterbythe ColombianBattalionwhich
disembarkedh KoreaonJunel4,1951,andbothwere
attachedo the7th Division.
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- Arecapitulatiorof United Nationsforcesfurnished
by membemationsof theU.N. otherthanU.S.or R.O.K.
follows:

Ground Forces
Australia,Belgium,CanadaColombia,Greece,France,
Luxembourg,Netherlands New Zealand,Philippines,
Ethiopia, UnitedKingdom, TurkeyandT hailand.

Air Force Units

Australia,Greece, Thailandandthe Union of S. Africa.
Naval Units
Australia,CanadaColombia,FranceNetherlandsNew
ZealandandThailand.

Medical Units

Denmark,ndia, Italy, NorwayandSwecen.

TheEighthArmyfront line during theJuly 1953.
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Soldiersof thefirst unit of the Greekexpeditionaryforceswith theflag
of theUnited Nationson paradein Athensbeforetheir departure.
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6. The Hellenic Forces

ThePatchoftheGreek
Military Forces

The Hellenic Ground Forceswere known as GEF
(Greek Expeditionay Forces)and laterasSpart anods
Battalion,wasafully OrganizedBattalionwith Hq, three
Rifle Companies(N, O and P.) a Heavy Weapons
Company(Q Company)andaHeadquarterSection(R
Company) GEF,from Januaryl 953untill theendof the
war (July27,1953)wasattachedo the1l5reg.lll IDV.

GEF, for all thistime, asapartof the 5 Regimental
CombatTeam,defendedheIRON TRIANGLE, initially
on the Sectoriin T HEA G L ENMESS Ttben on the
SectorfD | C Kralfrom Junel6,1953GEF movedon
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SectorHA R RY Bhe night of 17/18 of June, Greek
Battalionunderthe Commandingf Lt Col Koumanakos
Georgewonagreatvitory againstheattackedCCFwith
strengthof oneregiment.Finally, on Junel8th, theenemy
forces called off their attack due to horrible loses
inflectedbythedefendingunits.

Awards and Recognitionof GEF

-The13thFlight receivedaU.S. PresidentiaCitationfor
its participationin the evacuationof US Marines at
Hagaruri in Decembed 950.The GEF battalionreceived
its first U.S. PresidentiaCitationin Februaryl952for
thecaptureof ScotchHill.

-TheGreekcompanyinvolvedin thedefensenf Outpost
Harryreceivedthefollowing U.S.Presidengal Citation:
"DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY WashingtorD. C., 10
March1955GENERALORDERS18
DISTINGUISHEDUNIT CITATION CompanyP Greek
ExpeditionaryForcesBattalion(SecondAward) s cited
for extraordinaryheroismand outstandingperformance
of dutyin action againsianarmedenemyin the vicinity

of SurangNi, Koreaduringtheperiod17 Juneto 18 June
1953. Assignedthedefenseof avital outpostposition
(Harry),thecompanyencountered majorenemyassault
ontheeveningof Junel?7. After anintense concentration
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of enemymortarandatrtillery fire, the hostileforces,this
had taken up an attack position on the northeastand
northwestside of the outpost, moved rapidly through
theirownandfriendly artillery fire to gainafootholdon
thenorthernslopeof the position.Refusingto withdraw,
CompanyP closedin andmettheattackersn afurious
handto handstrugglein which manyof theenemywere
drivenoff. Theaggressorsegroupedgquickly attackeda
secondtime, and again gainedthe friendly trenches.
Immediately, the Greek Forceslauncheda seriesof
counterattacksimultaneouslylispatchingadiversionary
force to the eastof the outpostwhich successfully
channeledheenemythrustsAfter 2 hoursof closein
fighting, the aggressorswere again routed and the
friendly positionsrestoredTheoutstandingonductand
exemplarycourageexhibitedby membersof CompanyP,
Greek ExpeditionaryForces Battalion, reflects great
creditonthemselvesindarein keepingwith thefinest
traditionsof the military serviceandthe Greece."
TheGreeksvonsix U.S. DistinguishedServiceCrosses,
32 Silver Stars,110BronzeStars.19 memberof 13th
Flight receivedthe U.S. Air Force Air Medal (for the
Hagaruri evacuatioroperationn Decembed 950)
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The Five Greek Commanding Officers of GEF during
the war period. (December1950 July 27 1953.
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Actually,thelast CommandindDfficer of GEF
of thewar period,wasLt Col George
KoumanakosisHlias ProkoswasCo Officer
only for oneweek(Jul. 20- Jul. 27,1953)
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Lt ColonelKoumanakosseorge.

Lt Col.GeorgeKoumanakogook over the Commandingof the
Greek Battalion (GEF) on January 4, 1953. At that time GEF
and the 15" Regimentand a Battalion of the 5" RBT were
asummedo defendthe SectorsTOM, Dick, HARRYand NEST
OF THEEAGLEoNntheIRONTRIANGLE.
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A quick Biography of Lt Col. KoumanakosGeorge.

GeorgeKoumanakosvasgivenbirth in year1914in
Gythion of Laconia,in Greeceandhediedin 2000in
Athens Greece.He camefrom a military family, his
fatherhoweverwasalandownelin LaconiaDistrict. He
himself, afterhe hasfinishedHigh schoolin Gythion,in
age of 17 years, with his own decision, after
examinationsenteredthe Military Academyof Athens
andhegraduatedromthis schoolin 1935with therank
of secondieutenant.
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| wishto pointoutthatGeneralGeorgekoumanakos
was areal Spartanby origin andit wasknownto the
Americans, and this is why they called the Greek
BattalionasS p a r Battaliansluringtheperiodhewas
theCommandingOfficer of the ExpeditionaryForcesn
Korea.(Jan:-July1953)

On194041,duringthe WW Il, generalc. Koumanakos
asaFirstLt. foughtin Albaniaandhewaspromotedo
Captain.

On 1941, after the
occupationof Greece
by Germans,George
and his brother Elias
(a captain of war
aviation) escapaddo
Egypt. Then George
as a company
commaner of the Greek brigade fought againstthe
Africa Corp.of Rommel.In the battleof El Alamein,he
lost his brotherElias.On 1942hewasmettherewith the
AmericanGeneraMark Clark.

On1945hereturnedo Greeceandwaspromotedo
Major. At thistime Greecewasin civil warwith guerillas
(communistlandGeorgeasa Battalioncommandehad
to fight for four yearsasbattalioncommander..He has
wonseverafights until Novemberl949whenthis war
cameto anend.Thenhewaspromotedo Lt. Colonel.

1943 G. Koumanakos In N. Africa
&3 o comparty Commander.
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In thisyearhegot marriedwith Nina, anattractivelady
who wasalreadya professionalawyerandshehelped
him a lot later, (on 1967, with his problemswith the
junta.)

On 19511952, he and his family were sentto the
USA. There,Georgeattendedhefaculty of staff officers
for two yearswherehewasdistinguishedor hisrecords.
This schoolis consideredo bethehighermilitary school
in theUSA (CommandStaffof Defensesomethindike
that). At thattime the pair acquiredheir first daughter,
who is Americancitizenandtoday,sheis servingasa
secretaryf pressn the Greekembassyn Romania.

On Decemberl952 he was sentas a Commanding
officer to the Greek Battalon of GEF. It was the
Battalion known as S p a r tBattaliendHe stayedin
Koreauntil theendof Septembeof 1953.

In Koreahe haswon severaimedalsandamongthem
theU.S. Silver StarandLegionof Merit. Whenhe came
back to Greecehe servedas a professorto several
military schoolsandasa CommandindDfficer to several
military units all over the country and Cyprus. In the
decaddrom 19551966hetookin successiohis degrees
of ColonelandBrigadierGeneral.

In 1967, theknownjuntathatmadethe coupin Greece
andoccupiedhe power,approachethim andaskedhim
to collaborate.Then he deniedand when the coup
happenedGeorgeKoumanakosvasarrestedandupto
1974hewasbetweerthe prisonandtheexile.
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In betweenheacquiredtwo morechildren,agirl anda
boy. Thegirl is nowambassaddo the GreekEmbassyn
Sofia,Bulgariaandtheboyis adoctorin Athens,Greece.

In 1974, with therestoratiorof democracyn Greece,
GeorgeKoumanakoswas restoredtoo as a three stars
Generalputbecaus®f hisage,it wasnolongerpossible
to returnto activeservice He wasassigneaschairman
of variousgovernmenagenciegndthen,togethemwith
other generalsfrom aroundthe world he was giving
lecturesfor theabolitionof nuclearweaponsin 1986he
did a film with other Generalswith the title i T h e

General so
EliasKoumanakos
Lt. General GreekArmy.
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Gereral Elias Koumanakod®eyondof his careerasaregular
officerin theGreekArmyhada diplomain mathematicfrom
AthendUniversityandalsoa Diplomafrom Technical
Universityof Athensasa MechanicalEngineer.

He wasnotluckyto seethis bookto beedited,
ashepassedawayon April 12,2010
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[ll. HOW THIS BOOK STARTED.
1. A request.

n July @, 2006 | posteda requeston the web,
(http://www.warfoto.com/3rdpersonalsearch81 htthat
wasasfollow:

Date:July10,2006 REQUEST#3833
Name:AndreasKkoumanakos

Address8 Ermoustr. 14578 EKALI, GREECE
E-mail: andreas@fastmail.ca
SubjectinformationLt. Col. GeorgeKoumanakos
CommentsRequestinformationregardinghelLt. Col.
GeorgeKoumanakosgcommandepf the GreekExpedt
tionaryForceq GEF)in KoreanWar from Jan.4th 1953
to Jul.20h 1953.

A L €ol. GeorgeKoumanakoss my uncleandhedied
as aGeneralon April 5,2003in Athens,Greecel 6 m
writing a book for him and | am trying to gatherany
information | can get concerninghis military activities
duringtheperiodof his servicein KOREAN WAR. He
was commanderof the Greek ExpeditionaryForces
(GEF)from Jan4th 1953to Jul. 20th1953.1 know, he
wasonOPHARRY andelsewherelf anybodycanhelp
in anyway,pleaseaespom by e-mailing meback.Thank
youin advanced

Severako-fightersof hisfrom Greeceandtwo from
abroadhadthekindnesdo respondo myrequest! will
answerto thembywriting aboutthem,in the nextpages.
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COLONEL RUSSELLF. AKERS, JR.
Regmental Commandar 21 March 19563 o 13 Saptamber 1563

The entire report of Col R. F. Akers was included
becausethe struggle of the 15" regimentdescribedin
there, is preciselythe struggle of the Greek Battalion
from thebeginningof Jan. 1953 until theend of July
1953,with Commandefol. Koumanakos(seepage58)
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2. The Greek battalion (GEF)
from January to July 1953.

As | havewrittenin my prefacethis bookis notthe
history of Korean War or the history of the Greek
Battalion duringthesamewar. Simply it is agleaningof
whatwaswrittenor told from severafellows, who have
met the Commandingof S p a r BataliénsLt Col
GeorgeKoumanakos.

It wasagreatattemptfor me,andit tookto mefour
yearsto concentratetheseveradocumentsDuring this
time, two unfortunatesventscontributedo thedelayin
issuing this book. The deathof the wife of General
GeorgeKoumanakosaswell asthedeathof my brother
Lt GeneraEliasKoumanakoswho usedto help me.

Ontheotherhand,it workedwell andl wasableto find
moregoodstuff andoriginaldocumentsstherecordof
Col AkersJr.issuedon Octoberl953andcoversexactly
theperiodfrom Januaryto July of thesameyear.Sol am
goingto startwith it.

(Thefollowingtextis a detachmentromthe YearBook
for 19530f ColonelRusselP. Akers,Commandingf the
15th Inf. Regiment.Actuallythis detachmentcoversthe
abovetime period, during of which Lt Col George
Koumanakosvasthe Comnandingofficer of the Greek
Battalion.)
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INTRODUCTION

The decisionto publish a 1953 year book of the1 5 t GadD o 0
Regiment was made during the bitter fight to halt the Chinese
Kumsongoffensivein lateJuly. At thattimetheregimenthadbeen

in continuouscontactwith theenemyfor almostsix months.lt was
felt that a brief summaryof this phaseof ther e g i ntestorly, 6 s
with pictures of the men who did the fighting, would be the
simplestmeansof rememberingour comradesand preservingfor
our familiesarecordof this partof our lives. Thisbook containsa
brief historyof thel5thInfantry Regimentsincethedayit wasfirst
organized.But it is primarily the story of the men who fought
under its colors during the last six monthsof the shootingwar in
Korea. It is the story of Tom, Dick, Harry, of the E a g | Nedh, s
Old Charlie, and finally Kumsong. It is the story of men who
believedin the magic of the two words i C abno d shall always
feelasensef humility andpridewhenl think backonthosedays.
You men of the 15th, inspired and humbled me simultaneously. |
shall never forget your couragewhen the enemy concentratedas
many as 25,000 artillery and mortar roundson a single objective,
and then followed up those devastatingbarrageswith wave after
wave of trained assailt troops. You stood your ground. and even
when your bunkershad beendestroyedyou fought with your bare
hands.l shall neverforget your loyalty to the regimentor your
loyalty to your buddies.Typical of the latter was the four-hour
battle you fought in the Chorwon Valley to recovertwo comrades
who had been wounded in a patrol engagementYou suffered
patiently through the bitter cold of the early months of 1953
throudh theoverpoweringdust,therainsthatfloodedour positions,
andfinally setaboutbuilding newpositionsin theextremeheatof
July. All this is behindus. We have said good bye to our buddies
who fell in the Korean hills. We are proud of the history of our
regimentandhonorthemenwho createdhetraditionwe inherited
Yet we can feel that by our actionswe, too, have addedglory,
tradition, and lame to the can D o degiment. To All of youw
AmericansGreekandKATUSAS, | hopethatthisbookwill serve
to remind you of some of the incidentswhich broughtforth the
unselfishdevotionof manfor man.Rarely,exceptin war,doesone
man lay down his life that anothermay live, Yet all of you were
preparedto do this for your buddy and in a larger sensefor your
country.
Godblessyouall. (Signature)
R.F.AKERSJR.
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A é Bmid-Decembed952the3rdDivision, with the
15th Infantry was again off line and enteredinto an
intensetrainingperiod.
As theyear1953beganthe15thinfantryRegimentmade
preparationgor a nine-weektrainingprogram.Colonel
RichardC. Stilwell, commandingexpresseddesirethat
thetrainingbe conductedn the sameindomitablespirit
as the defenseof LINE MISSOURI had beenin the
previousthree months. The regimentreorganizedto
accomplish its training mission with great success.
Specialregimentalschoolswere initiated and put into
operationduring the first week of training, to include
radio,wire, driversandme c¢ h asthoals®gorward
observeischoolwasinitiated by the 39thField Artillery
Battalion,whichwasin directsupportof theregiment,
and trained approximately sixty observers from
subordinateunits.
Training continueduntil 28 Januarywhen the Third
Infantry Division wasorderedo relievethe Twenty-Fifth
Infantry Division on LINE MISSOURI. The order
directedthe Fifteenth Infantry with attachmentsGEF
Battalion (Greek ExpeditionaryForce), Heavy Mortar
Company (minus one platoon) of the 7th Infantry
Regiment,and the 3rd Reconnaissanc€ompanyto
relieve elementsof the Thirty-Fifth and Fourteenth
Infantry Regiments.HeavyMortar Companyand Tank
Companyof the 15th were positionedto supportthe
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variousbattalionsonline. By 0500hourg, 29 January
1953, Colonel Stilwell acceptedrespomsibility for the
regimentakectorof LINE MISSOURI.

This sectorincludedthe newfamoustrio of outputs:
TOM, DICK, and HARRY, and extendedright (east).
Fromthevicinity of Chorwon,Korea,atthebaseof the
strategidi | RO R | A N GihtBe@as-centralportion
of the155mile EighthArmy line acrosKorea.

Theregimentthenoccupiedafour battalionsecto?
with the 1st Battalion occupyingthe left sectorwith
responsibilityfor OutpostTOM (sometimesalledHill
270),the3rd Battalion occupyingtheleft-centralsector
with responsibilityfor OutpostDICK, the2ndBattalion
occupyingtheright- centralsectomwith responsibilityfor
OutpostHARRY, andthe GEF Battalion occupyingthe
right sector with no outpost as such, but with an
extremely rugged section of the Main Line of
Resistance, including the A EAGL ENEBS T o
defend.

Third Reconnaissanc€ompanyattachedto the 1st
Battalion,occupiedheright portionof the CHORWON
VALLEY andthel Battalionwasthengiventhemission
of regimentalreserve,utilizing one rifle company.In

20500 hours: The army systemis used throughoutthe narrative-
12:00midnightis 2400hours,12:00hoursis 1200hours.

3 Four Battalion Sector:Seepictureof page75.
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accordance with the regimental policy of rotating
companieson forward outposts, Company i A fi
relieves Company 0 C fi on Outpost TOM, and
Company o E o relievedC 0o mp a 1 fi nOutpost
HARRY on 12 February, and this policy of rotating
the companies continued, to include Outpost DICK
and the Main Line of Resistancepositions.

Most of the time spent during daylight and
darknesswas utilized to rebuild and strengthenthe
front-line positions and the outposts.For the front -
line trooper this meantdig, dig and dig. All of the
outposts were reconstructed and strengthened by
deepeningthe trenches and improving the fighting
positions with overheadcover and larger structural
supports. Companyfi BX0thEngineerC Battalion,in
directsupportof the 15thinfantry, aidedmateriallywith
trained demolition teams and prefabricated bunkers,
while a 24-hourconstructiorprogrammaintainedoy the
line battalionsmoverthe Main Line of Resistanceut of
the swampyground onto more tenablehill masses,
requiringthe constructiorof thousandef yardsof trench
andhundred®f newautomatioveapongositions.

Patrolcontactduringthis periodwerelimited to small
skirmishes between small bands of CCF (Chinese
Communist~orces)maraudersndfriendly ambushand
reconnaissangeatrols.

During the monthof Februaryanintensiveprogramof
harassingand interdicting fires coordinatingall of the
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weapons available in the regimental sector was
successfullemployedo inflict extensivedamageonthe
enemy. This programwas built-up until it reached
proportionsunheardf it previousconflicts.

On 20 Felruary1953, GeneralMaxwell D. Taylor,
CommandingGeneralof the Eighth Army visited the
15th Infantry Regiment. After a briefing by the
regimental commander, General Taylor inspected
Company i G @t its front-line position on LINE
MISSOURI.AccompanyingGenerallaylor onhis visit
were Lieutenant General Reuben E. Jenkins,
CommandingGeneral,IX Corps, and Major General
GeorgeW. Smythe,Commandindgseneral3rd Infantry
Division.

Theregimentwasopposedtthistime by elementof
the211thand212thRegimentsy1sCCFDivision, 24th
CCFArmy. The211stRegimentoccupiedoositionsona
hill masknownaC A ME LBAGK andHill 391,anda
hill massknown as JACKSON HEIGHTS. The 212th
Regimerhadonebattalononline from Hill 472to the
STAR masseswith theotherbattaliononHill 716.The
enemyhad dug extensivecommunicationstrencheson
all key terrain, forward to the two main outpostsin
the area, DICK and HARRY. The majority of the
enemyatrtilery fire fell on the three outposts, TOM,
DICK, andHARRY andconsistedf 76 mm, 105mm,
120mmand82 mmroundssomeharassindire fell on
front-line positionsandimportantroadjunctions.
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On 6 March 1953,the regimental CP and the GEF
Battalion were visited by General Marl Clark,
Lieutenant General Maxwell D. Taylor, Lieutenant
General Reuben E Jenkins, and Major General
GeorgeW. Smythe.The visiting generalswere briefed
on the local tactical situation by the commanding
officer, GEF Battalion Lt Col Koumanakos.

On March 10, 1953 CompanyE was relieved on
OutpostHARRY by Companyil G &nd on 14 March
Companyo |ra@lievedCompanyo K anOutpostDICK.

On21March,ColonelRussellP. AkersJr.assumed
command of the 15th Infantry Regiment, replacing
Colonel RichardG. Stilwell, who hadbeernregimental
commandesince4 Novemberl952.Betweer21 March
and24 March,atotalof 3157roundsof mixedmortar
andartillery fell in theregimentakector.This markeda
verydefiniteincreasen theenemyshellingwhich had
beenaveraging50 rounds per day during the month.
Enemyshellingwasconcentratedn OutpostsTOM and
DICK.

During the month of March the RegimentalBattle
Patrolwasorganizedasavolunteerforcecomposeaf 2
officersand48 enlistedmen.The missionof this special
unit wasto providetheregimentwith aspeciallytrained
and equipped volunteer force capable of effective
destructionof the enemyand for gaining vital enemy
information. During the month, the battle patrol was
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organizedtrained,andemployedwith successntactical
missions.

During the month of March inclement weather
providedanobstacldéo movementndtransportatiorn
theregimentakectorAlso, rainandmeltingsnowstook
their toll of defensiveworks along the MLR, causing
bothtrenchwork andbunkergo collapse ColonelAkers,
the regimental commander instituted a rigorous
reconstruction schedulein his area with particular
emphasisiponoffsettingnaturalandenemydestruction.
On20 March,thehighwateronH a n t-@haori®iver
causedhebridgeto beclosedto vehiculartraffic. Onthe
sameday,the 6th CargoHelicopterCompanytransported
loadsof materialandsuppliego theforwardareasThis
wasthefirst useof a cargohelicoptercompanybythe
Army in Koreato supplya front-line regiment.

On23Marchat0500hours,precededy 86 roundsof
76 mm and 60 mm, a CCF platoon probed Outpost
DICK, heldby Companyl. An intensefirefight ensued
whichlastedl5 minutes.Theresultsware7 CCFcounted
deadand1 prisonertaken.This wasthefirst prisonerof
war taken by the division since the previoussummer.
April openedvith element®f the 1stBattaliontheleft,
commandedby Ma;. Avery; 3rd Battalion on the left
center,commandedby Lt Col L.W. Shoeshine2nd
Battalion on theright center commandedby Maj. J.K
Singlaub and the GEF Battalion on the right,
commanded by Lt Col Koumanakos. The 2nd
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Battalion,14thinfantry Regimentwasmadeavailableas
aregimentateserveorce.On 1 April, CompanyfiCo,
10th Engineer(C) Battalion,relievedCompanyo B 10th
Engineer(C) Battalion, as the direct supportengineer
company.

On 3 April at about 0100 hours, intensive enemy
artillery andmortarbarrage®egarfailing on Company
0 G thenoccupyingOutpostHARRY, the2nd Battalion
sectorof theMLR. At 0105hours,astrongenemyforce
assaulte@®utpostHARRY; aftera 3-hourand40-minute
firefight, the enemywas forced to withdraw. Enemy
casualtieknownandestimatedvereasfollows: 95KIA
(Killed in Action), and83 WIA (Woundedn Action).
Two prisonersnveretaken.Betweenl800hours2 April
and1800hours3 April, atotalof 3329roundsof mixed
mortarandartillery fell acrosgheregimentafront. At
1905hoursthe sameday,

CompanyiiF firelievedCompanyG on OutpostHARRY
andassumedesponsibilityfor theoutpostmission,with
CompanyG assumingesponsibilityfor the2ndBattalion
right companysectorof theMLR.

On 10 April at 0501 hours, Companyii A eelieved
Companyo C and assumedesponsibilityfor Outpost
TOM andMLR positionsof theright companysectorof
the 1stBattalion.At 0900hoursthesameday, Company
C decameegimentateserve.

Enemyactivity becomemuchmorepronounceafter
the first enemyattempton OutpostHARRY, and it
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becameobvious that the enemywas aboutto make a
concertedeffort to improve his positionsalong the

0 | R ORANGLERwith theaimof makingthepresent
positionsalong LINE MISSOURI held by UN Forces
untenableOutpostsTOM and HARRY were declared
major outpostsby Eighth US Army to be held at all

costs, for both of these hills commanded approach
routesto the southern accesse$o Seouland southern
Korea.

On 16 April at 2185 hours, a reconnaissanceatrol
from Companyii C fmade contactwith an estimated
reinforcedenemycompanyDuring theresulting7-hour
and14-minutefire fight, thefriendly forceinflicted the
following casualtie®ntheenemy:OneKIA, twenty-five
estimatedKIA, and forty-five estimatedWIA. On the
samenight, just aftermidnight,anestimatedeinforced
enemyplatoonengagedwo listeningpostsnearOutpost
TOM in asmallarmsandautomatioveapondirefight.

After a 1-hourand5 minute firefight the enemy
withdrew,leaving2 KIA and11 WIA.

On20 April Companyo C firelievedCompanyo B fion
theMLR with Companyo B aelievingCompanyiA i
on Outpost TOM, and Company fi A fi assuming
responsibilityfor theregimentateserve.

ThesecondattemptagainstOutpostHARRY cameat
2300 hourson 24 April whenanestimated00round
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TOT hit theoutpostthenoccupiedoy CompanyiiF i At
2304hoursanestimatedCCF battalionengagedriendly
forcesin anintensesmallarms,automatioveaponsand
handgrenaddirefight ontheoutpost.At 0100hourson

25 April, a composite platoon from Headquarters
Company2ndBattalion,andoneplatoonof Company

i F ndesignateadounterattackingorce, closedOutpost
HARRY. At 0130hoursthe2ndPlatoon,Companyfi A 0
closedOutpostHARRY to assisin ejectingtheenemy
from theoutpost.At 0215hourstheenemydisengaged
andthefirefight ceasedimmediatelyprior to andduring
theaction,approximately2000 roundsof mixed mortar
andartillery werereceivedon OutpostHARRY. A total

of 4000 roundsof mixed mortar and artillery were
receivedduring the period. Enemy casualtieswere as
follows: 35 counted KIA; 40 estimated KIA; 125
estimatedWIA. Colonel Russell F. Akers Jr, the
regimental commander, immediately took stepsto
insure that Outpost HARRY would continue to be
held. On25 April, Companyfi Aiasattachedo the2nd
Battalion,andat 1600hoursthatdayrelievedCo mp any o
E i o the MLR so that Company 0 E oould relieve
CompanyfiF iontheoutpost.Companyfi Erémained
off line until 30 April, assimilatingreplacementsand
reorganizingwhentheyrelievedCompanyfi A dnthe

4 TOT Timeon Target;massedrtillery fires.
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MLR, assumingesponsibilityfor theleft sectorin rearof
OutpostHARRY. Theburdenof rebuildingthedamaged
outpostand sectionsof the MLR fell mainly on the
infantry assistedby engineer specialist teams from
Companie8 ando Cdf the 10thEngineerC Battalion.
Outpost TOM came under major remodeling and
rebuildingatthistime, andthe 3rd Platoonof Company
i C @0 Engineersassistedhe 1stBattalion.

With the continuedvarmweatherthepatrolactions
increasedin both size and intensity. Approximatelyat
midnightonthe 9thof May, a friendly patrolengagedn
estimated30 CCFin 15-minutesmall arms, automatic
weaponsandhandgrenaddirefight ontheright sideof
Outpost TOM. The friendly patrol was forced to
withdrawwith two woundedwhile the Chinesdeft four
deadandtooktenwoundedromthefield. On10 Maya
friendly patroldispatchedo theleft of OutpostTOM was
engagedy anestimatedwo platoonCCFforcein al
hour and 15 minute intensesmall arms, automatic
weapons,and hand grenadefirefight. The patrol was
reinforced by one squad from the Main Line of
Resisanceat 2210 hours, and both the patrol and
reinforcinggroupwereforcedto withdrawto the MLR
with thefirefight continuingastheywithdrew. Friendly
casualtiesvere3 KIA and5 WIA; enemycasualtiesvere
50 WIA. The samenight, after midnight, a 45 man
screeningorcewasdispatchedo screerthesite of the
patrolaction,andthis groupengage@nestimatedCCF
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squadin a short firefight, forcing the enemyfrom the
field. Patrol actions continued in the CHORWON
VALLEY andin thevalleyontheright sideof Outpost
HARRY. On 16 May alargenumberof Chinesewere
sightedmovingin thevicinity of STARHILL. Justafter
midnight an estimatedenemy platoonto-companysize
forcewassightedmovingfrom STARHILL to Outpost
HARRY. A friendly artillery TOT wasplacedandall the
defensivefires aroundOutput HARRY werefired. No
actualcontactwasmadeon HARRY, butapproximately
500 roundsof enemymortar and artillery fell on the
outpost.Friendy artillery fires bythe39thField Artillery
Battalion, the 58th FA Battalion, the9th Medium and
10thFA Battalions,andthe937thFA Battalionconsisted
of three TOTs on STAR HILL. Total enemymoving
towardHARRY wereestimatedat 250 CCF. As aresult
of thedevastatingrtillery andaccuratesmallarmsfire,
theenemylost 50 deadand75woundedywith friendly
casualtiest 6 deadand2 woundedThis abortiveattempt
on the outpostguardingthe right of the CHORWON
VALLEY provedto the enemythat he must launcha
massiveaattackif hewishedto dislodgethe 15thUnited
Statednfantryfromthisvital hill. Duringthe nightof
15-16 May, the regimenteffectedrelief of the 2nd
Battalion, 15th Infantry. With the 2nd Battalion, 65th
Infantry, thiswasunderoperationatontrolof the 15th
for relief.  On the night of 17-18 May the GEF
Battalion relieved the 3rd Battalion in sector of
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Outpost DICK. The 3rd Battalion reverted to
regimental reservefor a short training program and
work on the LINE WYOMING.

On 21 May a screeningpatrolaccompaniedy awar
dog teamwas dispatchedto the left side of Outpost
TOM. This patrol precededa company size raid,
conductedby Companyo B fi which was dispatched
from OutpostTOM with the missionof interceptingand
destroyingheenemy.At 2311hoursthescreeningatrol
becameengagedin a long range skirmish with the
Chinesen thevalley. Theenemywithdrewwith noone
injured on either side. Again, just after midnight,
Companyo B dbecame=ngagedn a 20-minutefirelight
with anenemyplatoon forcingtheenemyto withdraw,
leavingtwo woundedonthefield, who werecaptured At
thesametime, otherelementof Companyd Bengaged
anotherenemyplatoonapproachingheir positionfrom
north and east. The firefight lastedapproximatelyone
hour, with the enemywithdrawing to the vicinity of
JACKSONHEIGHTS.Theenemystragglerandsmall
groupscontinuedto harassuntil about 0400 hours.At
0220hoursthescreeningatrolturnedinto anambush
patrolandinterceptediOto 50 CCF,andthis firelight
continuedfor anhourand35 minutes.The totalnumber
of Chineseengagedthus amountedto a reinforced
Chinesecompany.All of the separateactions,some
proceedingatthesametime asothersweresupportedy
bothfriendly andenemymortarandartillery fires, with
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529 enemyroundslanding in the sectorduring the
engagements$riendlycasualtiegor thecompleteaction
were3 killed and39 woundedwhile enemycasualties
were 14 counteddead, 24 estimateddead,3 counted
woundedand 40 to 50 estimated wounded.Nine CCF
bodieswere recovered.During this period the GEF
Battalion  occupied Outpost DICK, completing
extensive work on automatic weapons positions,
trench lines and overheadcover.

Earlyin themorningof 26 May, a friendly raiding party
composeafelement®fthe 3rd Battalioncommanded
byLt. Col.L. W. Shropshireengage@nestimatediO
CCFonOLD CHARLIE, aChineseoutpostimmediately
in front of and on the samehill massas the friendly
outpost,DICK Suwpportedby friendly artillery, mortar,
and tank fire, the raiding partywithdrew accordingto
plan after twenty-five minutes, having destroyedthe
ammunition supply point and damagedor destroyed
severbunkersEnemycasualtiesvere13 countedkilled,
4 estimatedkilled, and 11 estimatedwounded.The
raiding party suffered three casualties,all lightly
woundedAs this raid wassupportedy elementf all
battalionsof the regiment,and requiredthe closest
possible coordination, Colonel Akers, regimental
commanderandLt. Col. ShropshireCO., 3rd Battalion,
establishedforward Cps in a front-line position just
oppositethe objective and personallysupervisedthis
most successful operation. Many psychological
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broadcastsveremadeto the Chineseduringthe monthof
May, with friendly artillery, mortar,andtankfire usedto
supplementand supportthe broadcastsThe weather
continuedexcellentandsuppliesnto the monthof June,
with occasionalheavyrainfalls followed by extremely
warm weather.The roadsin the regimentalareawere
well maintainedoy the 10thEngineer(C) Battalionand
thestatusof supplywasexcellent.

After ashat lapse 0.P.TOM wasreceivingsmallarms
fire from the left-front, and the right-front. Defensive
fires were placed around the outpost, and it was
estimatedhata Chinesecompanywasin thevicinity of
TOM. It wasestimatedhat35to 40 enemiesverekilled
by thesefires. Three prisonerswere taken during this
action, two being seriouslywounded,and one lightly
woundedNine CCFbodieswererecoveredA total of
680 roundsof enemyartillery and mortar fire fell on
OutpostTOM duringthen i g &ctiod.Buring the night
of 7 June the2nd Battalion,15thInfantry, relievedthe
1stBattalion,15thInfantry,in the CHORWONSsector.

On the evening of the secondof June, Company P
(Greek Expeditionary Force) ambush patrol engaged
30to 35 CCF in a small arms firefight in the vicinity

of OLD CHARLIE. After a 20-minute fight, the
enemy withdrew and the friendly  withdrew,
regrouped, redistributed ammunition and returned.
One Greek waswounded, while the Chinesesuffered
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four killed and five wounded.Onthesameeveningand

in the earlymorninghoursof 3 June,alisteningpost

from OutpostTOM engagedpproximatelythreeenemy

squadsn asmallarmsfirelight, andthelisteningpost

was reinforced to threesquad size. The enemy

disengagedndthelisteningpostreturnedo the outpost
KOREA, JUNE 18583 -
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THE DIFENDING SECTOR OF "CAN DO" REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

Thispicture wastakenlately from thegoogle/eartrand shows the
sectorof 15" regimentandits sectorHarry astheyare today.

3. The SECTOR HARRY.

Duringtheperiod16 Mayto 5 June the 15thinfantry
had beenrelieved of responsibility for the Outpost
HARRY sectorbythereappearancef the65" Infantryin
thecenterof the 3d Division sectorWhenreportsfrom
various higher staff sectionshad been correlatedand
evaluated,and the higher commandersvere assured
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beyondanyreasonabléoubtthatOutpost HARRY was
to be attacked by numerically superior Chineseforce,

it was ordered that the 15th Infantry Regiment, a
more experienced and battle tried unit, be made
responsiblefor the Outpost HARRY sectorno later

than the 6th of June. This was accomplishedby
relieving the 2nd Battalion, 65" Infantry, with the 3rd
Battalion,15" Infantry. Theregimentpreparedo meet
theonslaughofthe Chinese.

Following is a physical description of Outpost
HARRY, for mostof theactionfrom 10-18 Junecentered
aroundthis vital hill.

OutpostHARRY is situatedsome425yardsnortheast
of the friendly MLR which is on a generalsoutheast
northwestline from the CHORWON VALLEY to the
KUMWHA VALLEY. The hill is approximatelyl280
feethighandis locatedabout320yardssotth, andpartof
alargerhill massoccupiedoytheenemyyeferredto as
STARHILL. Theoutpostcommands goodview of the
enemyterrainandhis avenue®f approactio the MLR
position.Sincethe elevationof theoutpostis greaterthan
thatof anyfriendly-heldterrainwithin anareaof amile,
thepositionaffordsearlywarningof enemyapproachio
themainbattleline.
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TheHill 420wheretheOUT POSTHarry

Theroadapproacho theoutpostiromtheMLR runs
north along an intermittent streamto the rear of the
outpost,wherethe supplypoint is located Fromhere,
movementsto the position must be accomplished
dismounted.

The position itself containsa communicationtrench
which runs from the supply point forward some 315
yardsto theforwardobserveibunkeronthenorthernmost
slope.Herethistrenchjoins anothetrenchwhich makes
a completecircle aroundthe forward position of the
outpostithis portionof the outpostis usuallyreferredto
asTheLoop. Approximately8o yardsto therearof The
Loop, alongafingerof theridgerunningto theright side
of the outpost, an additional trench extends for
approximately 110 yards. This finger is mutually
suppating with The Loop positionandhelpsprotectthe
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probableavenue®f enemyapproachnto position.The
left sideof theoutpostis steepenoughto afford anatural
barrier to the attacking enemy force. Aerial
reconnaissancdrom 1 Juneto 8 Juneshowedmuch
increased enemy activity. This activity included
constructiorof newanttaircraftartillery positions self
propelled gun revetments, artillery positions, supply
bunkers,personnelbunkers,a new bridge and road
improvementsalongtheenemymain supplyroute.An
enemyoffensivewasobvious.

During the sameperiodprior to theattackof 10 June,
increased personnel sightings were reported during
daylighthours.During periodsof darknessanincreasing
numberof vehiclelightswerereportedgenerallyin the
rear areas moving south and southwesttoward the
e n e nmyaihisattlepositions.Priorto theattackCCF
artillery battalionspositionedo fire into the 3rd Infantry
Division sector increasedfrom an estimated 13%
battalionswith 108piecesto anestimated.5 battalions
with 126 pieces;of these,126 pieceswerecapableof
firing into thedivisionsector;117wereeitherin position
or weredisplacedforwardsoasto bein positionto fire
into thesectorof the 15thInfantry Regimentln addition,
shell fragmentspicked up in the 15th Infantry sector
disclosedheenemyto beemployingthe 102 mmrocket
for thefirst timein this area.Also evidentduringthe
period was increasedenemy counter battery fire on
friendly artillery positions Priorto thistime, theenemy



-77-

hadconcentratednharassingndinterdictingfire onthe
mainsupplyroutes friendly positionson theoutpostine

of resistanceandonthe mainline of resistancelncoming
artillery and mortar roundsreportedin the regimental
sectorincreasedrom anaveragef 275perdayto 670
perday,duringthe4 to 5 daysprior to theinitial attack

on the outpost. During the attacks on HARRY, a
tremendousolumeof roundsfell in theentireregimental
sector, including service units and regimental
headquarters.

The enemy dispositions at this time were not
pinpointed;howe\er; it waswell knownthattherewere
in contacttwo unidentified battalionsof the 222nd
Regiment,74th Division, in the left sector,and two
unidentified battalions of the 221st Regiment, 74th
Division, in the right portion of the 15th regimental
sector.The221stRegiment,74thDivision waslocatedin
the sector immediately opposite Outpost HARRY.
Reservegapableof interventionin the OutpostHARRY
action were the two reservebattalionsof regimentsin
contactwith the15™ Infantryin theleft sectoraswell
asthreebattalionsof the220thRegiment,unallocated,
whichwerethe74thDivision reserve.

Then beganthe concertedenemydrive which wasto
last for a weekand wasto costthe Chinesedearly for
every engagedminute. At 1950hours on the night of
10 Junethe first CCF sightingswere reported, and
each sighting was engagedby mortar and artillery
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fire. At 2130hours an ambushpatrol westof Outpost
DICK in the sector of the GEF Battalion reported
Chinese numbering approximately 250 coming off
JACKSON HEIGHTS (in front of Outpost TOM).
Mortar and artillery began failing on the 15th
Infantry MLR as well as Outposts DICK and
HARRY. After a short but intense firefight in the
vicinity of Outpost DICK, including 2,000rounds of
enemyartillery and mortar fire, the enemywithdrew.
This wasrecognizedasa probable enemyfeint, and

all units were alerted. At 2245,while attention was

still focusedon Outpost DICK, word camethat the

CCF were in the trencheson Outpost HARRY. Bitter
handto hand fighting was engagedn by membersof
Companyo K i 150 Infantry, and the Chinesewere
killed or driven from the trenches.The Chinese
reinforcedtheir attackfour moretimesduringtheearly
morninghours,andaslateas0430hours,11 June were
in the trenchon the northernside of the outpost.In
additionto acompositelocalreservecommittedby the
3rd Battalion commanderCompaniegil fiandAC fi
15thinfantry, werecommittedto reinforce.Oneplatoon
of tanksfrom HeavyTank Company,15thinfantry,and
oneplatoonof infantrywerecommittedto thevalley east
of OutpostHARRY asadiversionaryforce.Thistank
infantryteamprovedto beof greatvaluein canalizingthe
enemyattack. About 0530 the morning of the 11th, a
daylight CCFattackin battalionstrengthwasrepulsedoy
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elementsof the outpost.Art hour later, evacuationof
woundedand dead began.This continuedthrough the
daylighthours.ColonelRussellF. AkersJr,regimental
commanderfeorganizedplacingC o mp a B iy 45th
Infantry, on the outpost,and placing responsibilityfor
defenseof this sectionon the 1st Battalion. The day
continuedwith intermittentshellingof the outpost.

On12Juneat0005hours,intensemortarandartillery
fire startedalongthe MLR andonOutpostHARRY. At
0015 hoursthe Chinesemovingthroughtheirown arid
friendly artillery gainedthetrencheontherearof the
outposthandto handfighting followed. At 0032hours
the CCFgainedthetrenchonthe northernslopeof the
outpostwhile friendly forces held the southerntrench.
Bitter fighting ensuedand the CCF made numerous
attemptdo reinforcethroughtheprotectiveartillery ring.
Companyfi B B RegimentalCombatTeam,wasusedto
reinforce.Oneplatoonof HeavyTanksCompany,15th
Infantry, and one rifle platoonwere dispatchedto the
valley eastof OutpostHARRY asadiversionaryforce,
andagainthis teamwashighly successfuin canalizing
theenemyattack.At daybreakabout0545,theenemy
withdrew and all action ceased.Evacuation of the
woundedanddeadwasbegunandColonelAkerstook
immediate steps to reorganize for renewed attacks,
placingCompanydo A Bth RegimentaCombatTeamon
theoutpost.
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Onthenight of 12 Juneat 2200hours,enemyartillery
and mortar fire precededa CCF attack on theoutpost
whichwasbrokenup by friendly defensivdires. CCF
werein thetrenchfor ashorttime butwereforcedto
withdraw.Fightingceasedt2247.However,a 0208the
CCFattackedromthenorth,northeastandnorthwesif
theoutpostBitter handto handfighting ensuedasthe
enemygainedthe trench art the northernslope of the
outpost.Companyo L fi 15thinfantry, reinforcedandby
0450hourstheenemywasdrivenfrom thetrenchesand
wasforcedto withdraw.A platoonof tanksfrom the64th
Tank Battalion plus one platoon of infantry were
dispatchedto the valley eastof OutpostHARRY and
operateduccessfullyasadiversioaryforce.All action
ceasedvith theexceptiorof friendly counterbatteryand
countemortarfire. Evacuatiorof woundedanddeadwas
begun,and the regimentalcommandertook immediate
stepgo reorganizdor renewedattacksplacingCompany
A CIoth Infantry,ontheoutpost.

Daylighthourswereutilizedto cleanthetrenchesand
refurbish the w e a p oppsitidns in anticipation of
anothemattackduringthe hoursof darknessOnthenight
of 13-14 June,at approximately0255, enemyartillery
andmortarfire preceded CCFscreeningactionagainst
the outpostfrom theeastand west for the purposeof
protectingrecoveryof their dead. This screeningorce
wasbrokenup by friendly defensivefires. Action became
sporadicwith light enemyartillery andmortarfire failing
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on the outpostand the MLR. By 0440 the enemy
withdrew and all action ceased. The regimental
commandertook immediate steps to reorganizefor
renewedattacksplacingCompary 6 GIBh Infantry,on
theoutpost.

During the night of 14-15 June,at about 0125, the
Chinesemovingthroughfriendly artillery anddefensive
fires, gainedthetrenche®ntherearof theoutpostand
intensehandto handfighting followed. At 0222 hours,
friendly forces held the Outpost with the enemy
reinforcingin thebitter handto handaction.Company
0 E 95" Infantry, was committedto reinforce. One
platoon of tanks from Heavy Tank Companyand one
platoon of infantry were again dispatchedas a
diversionaryforce. At 0345theenemywithdrewandall
action ceased; the regimental commander again
reorganizingor newattacksplacedCompanyo A Tbth
Infantry, ontheoutpost.

The night of 1516 June wasa quiet night onthe
outpost, and on the following morning the regimental
commander placed the GEF Battalion (which had
been relieved by elements of the 38th Infantry
Regiment,2nd Division, in the DICK sectorp in the

5 Theredcolou of lettersis usedfrom theauthorto showthatfrom
10-15of JunetheRegimentalCommandefol. AkersJn.Was
actinglike a BattalionCommandersendingonthe O.P.HARRY a
Compahyto defendthe O.P.It wasafoalt of his. TheO.P.itselfwas
adeferdind pointfor aninfatry companyputit ¢ o u | resistéidne
in theSectorHarrry, SectorHarrywasa BattalionDefendingSector
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Outpost HARRY sector in order that his US
battalions, all of which had suffered heavycasualties,
could refit and reorganize.During the night of 16-17
June, there was no significant action, permitting
much needed engineer work on the outpost to be
accomplishedby Companyii P &GEF Battalion, and
elements of Company @i B 010th Engineer (C)
Battalion.

On the night of 17-18 June, the Chinesereturned at
about 0032 hours, moving through their own and
friendly artillery and mortar fire to attack Outpost
HARRY from the northeast and northwest. The
enemywasrepelled and wasforced to withdraw, but
stayedin the area. At 0240the enemyattacked from
the north under intenseartillery and mortar fire. The
CCF gained the trenches of the outpost on the
northern slopeat 0313.Bitter hand to hand fighting
ensuedwith the enemymaking numerousattempts to
reinforce through the protective artillery ring.
Company 0 N AGEF Battalion was committed to
reinforce. One platoon of tanks from Heavy Tank
Company, 15th Infantry Regiment,and oneplatoon
of Greek Infantry were dispatchedto the valley east
of Outpost HARRY asa diversionary force. By 0402

andCol. Ackerssawthat afterfivedaysandonthe 15" of Juneasked

from the GreekCommandeLt Col. GeorgeKoumanakogo go witht
theS p a r BattalidhentheSectorHarry. And thencamethe
wonder.Greekswvonthe CCFandkeptthe O.P.withoutdeads.
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hours the enemywasforced out of the trencheson the
outpost, and all action ceased with the enemy
withdrawing, having fired 22,000rounds in support
of his attack. Evacuation of the woundedand dead
was begun and the regimental commander took
immediate stepsto reorganize for renewed attacks,
which did not materialize. The enemy forces
employedagainstOutpost HARRY during the period
10-18 June were tabulated by Intelligence Sectionsto
be substantially asin the following table:

10-11 June A reinforced CCF regiment (appr. 3,600).
11-12 June A CCF regiment (approx. 2,850CCF).
12-13 June A reinforced CCF regiment.

13-14 June An estimated100CCF.

14-15 June An estimated120CCF.

1516 June Negative

16-17 June Negative

17-18 June A CCF regiment

Duringthis periodtheentire74thCCFDivision was
utilized againstthe position on and around Outpost
HARRY; andattheendof theengagementshe74th
CCF. Division was consideredto be combating
ineffective. Enemy casualtiesfor the period were 223
counteddead,1,450estimatediead and3,800estimated
woundedwhile friendly casualtiegor thesameaction
werel02dead 533woundedand44 missingin action.
Enemyroundsfired in supportof their attackduringthe
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period10-18 Juneamountedo 88,810roundsover81
mm size; friendly mortar and artillery units, in
conjunctionwith friendly tankfires were368,185rounds
over81l mmsize.

TheMap of theRegimentatlefendingSecctor
WastakenfromtheGoogle.

Dueto thefacteveryline companyof the 15thInfantry
Regimentplus 3 line companiesof the operationally
attachedlst Battalion, 5" RegimentalCombat Team,
were utilized in the defense of Outpost HARRY,
evacuatiorandcasualtyreportingwasa majorproblem.
With the largenumberof unitsinvolvedandthe necessity
for rapid evacuationof the seriouslywounded,the
casualtyreportingteamsjn additionto gatheringcasualty
information on the spot, covered every medical
evacuationstation as well as the helicopterevacuation
service which evacuatedver50 percenbof thewounded
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thefirst day.By stayingabreasbpf the medicalevacuation
information,andcomparinghesefiguresby namewith
casualtyreportsof engagedunits, maximum possible
accuracyin reportingwasachievedIn addition,clerical
personnelwere stationedat the Gr a vRegisbration
Sectiornthroughouthis actionto furtherassistin casualty
reporting. TheactionendedwithC o mp aNoGEaF
Battalion,on OutpostHARRY, andat 1730hoursonthe
18thof June the 2" Battalionwasmovedinto areserve
area.From this time until the Greek Battalion was
relievedtheycarriedonanintenseconstructiorprogram
on the outpost,which madeit an almostimpregrable
bastion Duringthis periodthe2ndDivision wasmoved
into the CHORWONareaandassumedesponsibilityfor
whathadbeenthetwo left battalionsectorsof the 150
Infantry. The 3rd Battalion,15thInfantry, movedinto a
blockingpositionbehindthe 65thinfantry. On21 June,
Companyo 0 GEF Battalion,relieved C o mp aNiyoon
OutpostHARRY and assumedresponsibility for the
outpost mission. On 22 June, Company 0 K 015"
Infantry, relievedCompanyii FI1&" Infantry,in theleft
company sectorbehind HARRY on the MLR. Upon
completion of the relief, Company fi K passedto
operationalcontrol of the commandingofficer, GEF
Battalion, and Companyfi F evertedto operational
controlof the2ndBattalion,15" InfantryRegiment.

At 0140,25 June the 2nd Battalion,15" Infantry, relieved
the 3d Battalion, 65" Infantry, and assumed
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responsibilityfor the assignedsectorof the MLR (the
sectorto theimmedide right or eastof OutpostHARRY)
with the 3rd Reconnaissanc€ompanyreverting to
operationatontrolof the2nd Battalion,15thInfantry. At
1200 hourson 25 June,the 3d Battalion (-), 15"
Infantry, closed into a new area and assumed
responsibilityfor a blocking missionin the sector. At
2310 hours, 26 June, Companyfi F al5" Infantry,
relieved 34 Reconnaissancé&Company and assumed
responsibilityfor the sectomission.

On 3 July, the GEF Battalion which still had the
responsibilityfor the OutpostHARRY sectorchanged
companie®ntheoutpostwith Companyo N firelieving
CompanyoOo on the hill. On 8 Julythe processwas
reversecandCompanyoOo returnedo theoutpost.The
nightof 10 July hadfour CCFengagingCompanyii G 0
Listening Post Number Two in a threeminute small
arms,automatioveaponsandhandgrenaddirefight. The
enemywithdrew,andtherewereno friendly or enemy
casualties At 2340 hourson 13 July, the Netherlands
Battalion, 38th Infantry Regiment,2nd US Division,
relievedthe 3rd Battalion¢), 15thinfantryRegimentand
assumedesponsibilityfor theblocking mission.At the
sametime Company 0 K d5th Infantry, wasreleased
from control of Commanding Officer GEF Battalion
and returned to control of its parent unit. At 0244
hours on 14 July, the 2nd Battalion, 38th Infantry
Regiment relieved the 2nd Battalion, 15 Infantry
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Regiment,and assumedresponsibility for the sector
mission. At 0845hours, on 14 July, Cofi C @39 INF
relieved Company 000 GEF Battalion and assumed
responsibility for the outpost mission. At 0928the 1st
Battalion, 234 Infantry, relievedthe GEF Battalion
and assumedresponsibility for the sector mission. At
the sametime the Commanding Officer 239 Infantry,
assumed responsibility for the GEF portion of the
regimental sector, relieving the 15th Infantry.

Before the regiment was completely off line, and
while someelementswere still on the road to the new
bivouac area, orders cameto Colonel RussellF. Akers
Jr. to movehisfi C aho Regimentagain. A massive
Chinese attack (estimated initial Chinese force
committed: sevenCCFDivisions) smashedagainstthe
front of the Captol ROK (Republicof Korea)Division
whichwasholdingtheright flank of the X Corpsin the
KUMSONG sector.Theattackstartedonthenight of 13-
14 July. By themorningof 14 July, the CapitolROK
Division had suffered heavy casualtiesand compkte
disruptionof communicationThelX CorpsCommander!
LieutenaniGeneraReuberP. Jenkinsdecidedo commit
elementof the3rd US Division in orderto hold hisright
flank. At 08300n 14 Julythe 15thinfantry Regimentwas
orderedo occupyblockingpositionsin the sectorof the
CapitalROK Division generallysoutha highwayl117A
establistcontactwith I ROK Corpsunitsontheright!
and protectthe IX C o r pightd(east)flank. By 1150,
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leadingelementsof the 15thinfantry Regimentcrossed
theirinitial pointof movemenbnthewayto theblocking
positionson LINE WYOMING (a supplementaline,
giving depthto the position and a secondaryline of
defense.lheareaoccupiedoytheCaptol ROK, laterto
beknownasthe KumsongSalient!wasapproximatelyl6
to 18 roadmileseastof theareafromwhichtheregiment
hadjustbeerrelieved.Thelastthreeto four milesof this
road was being interdicted by the enemy,and the
incoming artillery was taking a toll of ROK vehicles
movingin thearea.

Despitethe hazardsand difficulties encountered,the
tactical Command Postwasoperating by 1500hours
the same afternoon. The battalions were quickly
positioned on the unfamiliar terrain, with many of the
units having no knowledge of the situation on the
right or left flanks or to their front. However, after
the 3rd Battalion closed their sector at 1645, 1 St
Battalion closedat 2100hours, and the GEF wasin
position by 2400 hours, with 2d Battalion in a
blocking position by 1700 hours, 14 July. the right
flank of the IX Corps sectorhad beenanchoredand
secured.In order to obtain more information of the
enemy, many patrols were dispatched from the
position occupied by the battalions. (* Seethe map
insidethecover.)



Thefour sectorsof the 15" regimenion April 1953,with ‘
GEFdefendingheright sector,(theNestof Eagle).

On16 July,afriendly patrolengage® CCFin a5-
minutesmallarmsfirefight. Theenemywithdrew. There
were no friendly or enemycasualties.Early on the
morning of the 17th of July, CompaniesoBfiand 6 C 0
wereattackedntheMLR byestimated CCFreinforced
companiesAfter an 1-hourand35-minute small arms
andautomatioveaponsarefight, theenemywithdrew.
Enemycasualtiesvere:40 countedkilled. Therewasone
prisonertaken. About 1505 the afternoonof the same
day,200 CCFweresightedabout500yardsto thefront
of Companiesi Eandi F Artillery andmortarfire was
placed.One platoon of Companyfi P &EF Battalion,
was dispatched to the vicinity of the Chinese. A
sporadic firefight followed which lasted until 1730,
when all action ceased.Enemy casualties resulting
from artillery and mortar fire and the GEF contact
were 95 counteddead. There were 14 prisoners taken
by the GEF Battalion in the action.
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On 18 July Company o | fi placedunder operational
control of the 1stBattalion, 15th Infantry, and on 19
July, Company @i G eelieved Company 0 E oon the
MLR and assumed responsibility for the sector
mission.On 19 July also,the Capitol ROK Division
cameunder control of the commanding officer, 15th
Infantry Regiment, for the purpose of relief of a
portion of the 15th Regimental sector. On the
morning of 20 July, the 2nd Battalion wasrelieved by
elements of the Cavalry Regiment, Capitol ROK
Division, and responsibility for the sector mission
passedto the relieving unit. A few minutes later, the
GEF Battalion wasrelieved by elementsof Cavalry
Regiment and responsibility for the sector mission
passedto the relieving unit.

Early on the morning, of the 22nd July, the 1St
BattalionMLR positionswereengagedn along- range
smallarmsfirefight with anestimatedCCFCompanyBy
0242 the CCF were attemptingto disengageand the
firing becamesporadic By 0320 theenemydisengaged
andall firing ceasedAt 1545,22 July,the 2ndBattalion
closedinto a. blockingpositionsouthof KUMWHA, and
cameundertheoperationatontrolof thecommanding
general3rd US Division.

At 1930hours on 22 July, the GEF Battalion began
relief of the 1st Battalion, and at 2323 hours,
Companyfi P GEF Battalion, patrol wasengagedby
an unknown number of CCF in along-range small
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arms firefight, in which both friendly and enemy
employed artillery and mortar fire. After a 1 hour
and 2 minute firefight, the enemy withdrew. The
Greek patrol screenedthe areawith negativeresults.
At 0150,23 July, the GEF Battalion completedrelief
of the 1st Battalion and assumedresponsibility for the
sector mission, and the 1st Battalion moved into a
blocking position.

On the afternoon of 24 July, Company 0 K 0
reconnaissanceatrol engagedd CCF in a 3 minute
firefight. The patrol withdrew and called in friendly
artillery fires. Enemy casualtieswere: | killed and |
wounded.At 2250 hourson 25 July, an estimated
ChinesebattalionengagedCompaniesi Kandi | 16th
Infantry, on their MLR positionsin a small arms,
automatioveaponsandhandgrenaddirefight with both
sidesemployingartillery andmortarfire. An hourlater
the enemywithdrew and all friendly positionswere
secureTheenemyattackwaslaunchedsimultaneously
from the front, left and right. Friendlycasualtieswere
killed and 23 wounded.Enemy casualtieswere 20
counteddead, 40 estimateddead, and 100 estimated
wounded.This wasthe mostsignificantactionin the 15th
Infantry sectoimmediatelyprecedingheeffectivedate
of thearmistice.

At 0047 hourson 26 July, an estimated20 CCF
engaged40 from Companyfi | Ibth Infantry, in a 3
minute firefight. Friendly troops were supportedby
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artillery andmortarfire. At 0050theenemywithdrew.
Friendlycasualtiesvereonewoundedwhile theenemy
left one dead and fifteen wounded.This was the last
action involving enemy contactin the 15th infantry
Regimentalsector prior to the effective date of the
armistice.Fou hoursbeforethe endof hostilitiesthe2nd
Battalionrevertedo controlof thecommandingpfficer,
15thinfantry, havingbeernreleasedythecommanding
general3rd Division. Two hourslater,the2ndBattalion
assumedesponsibilityfar asectommisson.

At 2145hours,15 minutesbeforethe effectivetime of
theceasefireall of thel5thinfantryRegimentceased
firing. Heavyincomingartillery andmortarfire continued
until 2150hourson 27 July. Theregimentthenrelieved
element®of the CapitolROK Division andagainassumed
responsibilityfor the sectorbetweerthe Mule Trail, and
Goat Trail including responsibilityfor the mission of
constructiorof the newline, clearingthe buffer zoneof
all military installationsand equipment,and operating
checkpointonthe edgeof thedemilitarizedzone.This
missioncontinueduntil 5 Augustwhentheregimentwas
relievedonthenewline bythe 160thRegiment40thUS
Division; and then the 15th Infantry Regiment,less
HeavyTank Commany,which stayeduntil 12 Augustin
supporiofthe 160thRegimentmovedinto areservearea
with its parentunit, for rehabilitationandtraining.

Theinfantrymanmayneverrelaxhisvigil nor his state
of preparedness#n full realizationof thisfact, Colonel
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Russell P. Akers, commanding officer of the 15th
Infantry Regimentinstituted an intensive and rigorous
trainingprogramdesignedo maintaintheunit atthe peak
of combatreadinessThe 15th United Statesinfantry
Regimenthasbeencalledon manytimesin thepastto
defendourway of life againsthosewho thoughtthey
couldoverrideandcrushour institutions.Sinceit entered
Canadan 1812until its presentourin Koreaaspartof
theUnited Nationseffort, the 15thRegimenthastypified
theprideof Americanmanhoocandthe AmericanArmy.
Youngmenfrom everystatein the nation,its territories
andpossessionsavejoinedtogetherin this greatfighting
outfit to give their all andsharetheir commonburdenas
defender®f theirindividualliberty. Thereis in theworld
today a force of such magnitudeand power that it
threatensheveryexistenceof the FreeWorld. Thatforce
madea bid for thecountryof Korea,andwasfrustratedn
theattempt Thatforce,beyondadoubtwill try againto
engulf and destroyother sovereignnations,to enslave
more millions to a false god and ideology, and will
destroyindividual freedomssothatthe peoplesmaybe
subjugatedo the State Whenthe attemptis made the
peoplesof the FreeWorld will againriseto defendtheir

rights.
ColonelRussellF. AkersJr
Regimentatommander.
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Akers had an excellent view of the Lt. Colonel
Koumanakos and at every opportunlty he had to

COLONEL RUSSELL F. AKERS. JR
Regmenta’ Commander: 21 Mareh 1953 1o 13 Ssptember 1353

showit. On the Greek anniversary of March 25,1953,
in a specialreport, hehaswr i t t(®eah&detachment
onthenextpage)
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But Koumanakos's greatest
fame as a soldier came in the
mountains of Korea in exploits
that inspired his U, S, comrades,
In an official report of March
25, 1953, Koumanakos's Ameri-
can superior officer, Col R, E,
Akers Jr, said:

‘““The Greeks are truly fierce
soldiers,... yet all their individu-
al courage and resolution is best
symbolized in their commander,
Lt., Col. Koumanakos, He has
constructed for himself an out-
look... which is higher and nearer
the enemy than any other post
of a senior commander inKorea.
Col., Koumanakos is my eagle,
He goes to his battle position
high above his soldiers each even-
ing ... Col, Koumamakos would
welcome a Communist attack.”’

But Koumanako8 greatestfame as a soldier came from the
mountains of Korea. In exploits that inspired his U. S.
comrades. In an official report of March 25, 1953
K o u ma n Arkedcar8ugperiorofficer Col. R. E. AkersJr.
said:

fi T h €reeks are truly fierce s ol di yetr alétheir
individual courageand resolutionis bestsymbolizedn their
commanderLt. Col. Koumanakos.He has constructed for
himselfan outlo o kwhich is higher and nearer the enemy
than any other post of a senior commandenn Korea. Col.
Koumanakoss my eagle.He goesto his battlepositionhigh
abovehis soldiers each eveningé Col. Koumanakoswould
welcomeaCommunisa t t ac k 0



THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE -96-

Lt. Martin Markley.

CaptainMartin Markley wasthe Commandingdfficer
of K Company(15" Inf.Reg.3d ID initially onthe O.P.
DICK, andthenhe movedandhis CompanymannedOP
HARRY, defendingt. Until Jan.11,1953.

Lt. Martin Markley himselfwho wasseverelywounded,
hadthis picturetakenof himselfto sendhometo show
his parentg¢hat hewasOK.
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Martin Markley

E Co p y 2O0GMartin Markley. All rightsreserved.

Lookingeastacrossthe ChorwonValleytowardswWhitehorse
Mountainin Koreaduringthewinter of 1952 (Photoby Martin
Markley)

Upon arrival in Korea late Septemberl952, 1 was
assignedo theThird Infantry Division joining the 15th
infantry Regimenin areserveareal assumead¢ommand
of M Companyand was informed that the battalion
would moveonline to thelron Triangleareathe next
day. Following a quick reconnaissancef the new
position, we moved on foot in the morning. After
spendinganight justto therearof theMLR, we occupied
thebunkersandtrencheof thecompanyrelieved.All the
heavyweaponavereleft in place.Thefirst daywasspent
verifying and registering mortar concentrationsand
machinegunfields of fire with particularemphasionthe
final protective fire plans. The sectorwe occupied
extendedrom therailroadtracksonthe Westto thearea
by outpostDick onthe East.Action primarily consisted
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of supportby the 81mm mortar platoon. During a
prolongedfire mission on JacksonHeightsthe tubes
becameoverheatedT he heatthawedthefrozenground
which causedhe baseplatesto sink. At timesthe heatof
the tubes ignited the propellant charge.
Thebattalioncameoff line neartheendof December.
During this short period, extensive training was
conducted at all levels and equipment replaced as
necessaryl spentone day as an umpire with Major
Eisenhower judging the effectivenessof a Greek
company'ssimulatedcombatattack. In preparationof
moving back on line all 15th Infantry reconnaissance
membergeplacedhe 3ID patchwith the251D patchand
vehiclesweretemporarilymarkedas25ID. Themoveon
line was madeat night byvehicle. As we settledinto
positionthe CCF,overloudspeakersyelcomedhe 31D
back.Obviously,the CCFintelligencewasbetterthanour
secrecyThebattalionwasagainin thelron Trianglearea.
| wasassignedo thebattalionS3section.During this
time | workedwith divisionartillery in developmenof
coordinatedire plansto supportaraid northalongthe
railroad to JacksonHeights.l accompaniea unit raid
that passedthrough OutpostDick with the CCF'sOld
Charlieastheobijective.

| assumedommandf K Companyin Februarywhile
theywereonline behindOutpostDick andEastacross
HappyValley. K Companyremainedn this locationuntil
relievedby N Companyof the GreekBattalionin Late
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May. Activities during this period was primarily night
patrollingandimprovingthedefenseswhile in thisarea,
| went on R&R to_Japanandalsowassentto ajoint
Army/Air Force coordinationcourse.My Air Force
roommatevasLt. FrankBorman,who becamehefirst
astronauto circumnavigatehe moon.

Following relief by the Greeks,the battalionwent to
reservan CampPhiney.During thistime all equipment

Lt Martin Markleywith Greeksoldiers.

wasinspectedndreplacedasnecessarygndtime was
spentimprovingrearareadefensivdines.On JunesthK
Companywasalertedto prepargor amoveto Outpost
Harry. Vehiclesarrivedlaterthatdayandthecompany
wentonHarryJuneb, assumingesponsibilityfrom the
65thInfantryRegimenton 6 June.
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The initial effort on Harry was to preparefor the
anticipatedCCFattack. With considerablehelp from
the engineersthe battle positions, bunkers, trenches,
and barbed wire placementswere improved. Every
soldier acquainted himself with his defensive
responsibilitiesArtillery andmortarconcentrationsvere
verified and adjustedto ensurethe best possiblefinal
defensivdire. OnJunelO, | wascalledto ameetingat
headqueers. | wastold of the imminent attack and
informed that having more than enough points for
rotation,l did not haveto returnto the outpost.Upon
returning, everyonewas briefed and thewaiting began
until heavyCCF artillery signaled the time had come.
Thecompanyepellediwo massiveattacksby the CCF.
With ourammunitionrunninglow, the CCFwereableto
enterthetrenchesandhandto-handcombatensuedVT
artillery was called on the outpostand reinforcements
drovethe CCFfrom theoutpostl wasevacuatedvith
other woundedand was in the Tokyo Army Hospital
whenthetrucewentintoe f f ect é

THE IRON TRIANGLE

38th Parallel
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The Iron Triangle

After moving on line, 2nd Lieutenants Edward
MuellerandJayBurgessvere assignedo me. | assigned
Mueller as machinegunplatoon leaderand Burgessas
RecoillesRifle platoonleader. Burgesgetiredfrom the
Army as a colonel. Mueller later transferredto the
regimentaBattle Patrol. A BattlePatrolwasagroupof
volunteerdormed

A V4 (

at the regimentallevel. Most wantedto see more
actionthantheyweregettingduringthe stalemate Battle
patrolsweresenton specialmissionsbeyondthe rangeof



THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE -102-

normal ambushand listening patrols, often with the
purpose of capturing a prisoner or getting new
intelligence. Theregimentdid all the planningandall the
soldierswerelocatedat regimentaheadquartersMueller
died while on Battle Patrolin May of 1953from wounds
receivedvhenhesteppednalandmine.

We providedfire supportonadaily basisfromthe
first daywearrivedontheMLR. In Decemberywe were
firing the mortars so fast that the tubes became
overheate@nd the baseplatesthawedthegroundand
sunkafew inches. We wereableto replaceall thetubes
with newonesbeforethe nextmorning. It wasamazing
how fast the rear troops re-supplied our ammunition
whentheyweretold thatif we didn'tgetit right away,
theywould havethe CCFin their front yard.

Thebattalionmovedto areserveareaneartheendof
December.There ,we conductedrainingandrestedfor
abouttwo weeks.| madeatrip to Seoulwith Warrant
Officer Howardto getsuppliesandseethecity. | saw
only afew youngmen,andalmostall buildingshadbeen
destroyed.l don'tremembeseeinganycivilian vehicles.

| also spent one day as an umpire with Major
Eisenhower. | was given a time, date, and place
where | was to meet with him to assist him in
evaluating the way in which a Greek company's
members conducted themselveson a field exercise.
Major Eisenhower stayed close to the company
commanderto watch his actions,and | waswatching
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how the platoonsand individual soldiersexecutedthe
orders. The plans and orders seemedappropriate,
but somesoldiersdid not take the exerciseseriously.
At onepoint, they took time to dig up a Korean grave
becausethey heard that Koreans were buried in a
sitting position. | didn't askthem what they learned.
| doubt that Major Eisenhower'sreport mentionedit.
Aboutamonthafter| gotto Korea,l sawmy first
deadenemy. He was brough in bymen from a rifle
companypatrol. It hadverylittle effectonme. | was
gladthatit wasnotanAmericansoldier. Aboutthesame
time, | saw my first dead American serviceman. My
feelingsweremuchdifferentthen. | sawhimdie in the
battalionaid station. It wasa verysadthing to watch.
When first arrived in Korea, the weatherwas
initially mild. It wascomfortablefall weatheruntil late
November. Then in December, it snowed and
temperatureswere below zero, just like home in
Wyoming. Thecold couldaffectourweaponsf wedid
not carefor them. A light applicationof oil wasa big
help. We had winter clothing, bunkers,and space
heaterssothe mainproblemin keepingpersonnelwarm
wasto keepmovingwhenoutside. A thawcameafterthe
coldwinter,andthenit rainedin April. To survivethe
cold, I wore long underwearwinter trousers,parka,
mittens,acapwith earflapsundera helmet,andthermal
boots. Whensummercame | wore fatigues.
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Theentiretime | wasin Korea,we werein thesame
generabrea-sometime®ntheMLR andsometimesn
the rear. The areaknown as the "lron Triangle" was
northof the 38thparallelabouttwentymilesfrom Seoul.
It wasoneof the mostcritical areaecausét blocked
therouteof the CCFto Seoul. | wasin the neighboring
areaof Chorwon. Oncereportedo beacity of about
800,000, now there were only the shells of three
buildingsremaining. A railroadusedto runthroughthe
valley connectingNorthandSouthKorea. In thatarea,
the65thinfantry hadfoughta memorableattlein 1952.
Thehill involvedwasnamedlacksorHeightsafterthe
companycommanderGeorgeJakson. The CCFheld
thehill all thetime | wasin Korea. Thisplacedthem
higherthanourtroops,sotheylimited our movement.
OutpostsTom, Dick, andHarrywerein this area. Happy
Valley wasapartof the MLR thatstartedclosebehind
OPDick goingeasttowardHarry. It wasabout200yards
acrosdo thenexthill mass.It wasflat andanyonethere
wasin full view of the CCFon Charlie. Anyonemoving
in thatareawasfired onbythe CCF. Thename"Happy
Valley" was facetious. The areawas the defensive
responsibilityof the K companyplatoons.

OutpostsTom, Dick, andHarrywereall in front of
theMLR about400-500yards.Thedirectionfrom Tom
to Dick andHarrywaseast. To thewestof Tomwerethe
railroadtracksmentionecabove. The MLR wasthemain
line of defensewherethe majordefenseof theareatook
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place. Outpostsvereestablishedh front of the MLR to
delay or disrupt the enemyadvance. Most outposts,
locatedin anareaknownas"No Man'sLand,"wereheld
aslongaspossible.But in Juneof 1953,orderswould
comedownthatHarrywasto beheldatall costs.

Priorto our defenseof OutpostHarry, duringthefirst
weekof Januaryl 953,we returnedo thesameareawe
hadoccupiedoreviously. In preparatn for movingback
on line, all 15th Infantry reconnaissancenembers
replacedhe3ID patchonour shirtswith the25ID patch
in orderto hideour identity sothe CCFandsuspected
spies/informantsvho might be in the areawould not
think that the 25th was being relieved/replaced.(All
armieslike to knowwhereopposingunitsare,andarmies
like to keeptheothersideguessing. I hevehiclesusedto
take us to the line were temporarily markedas 251D
while we werein reserve. Meanwhile,our counterparts
of the25ID showedustheentireareawherewe would
go, includingweapongositions. The 3rd Battalionwas
loadedonvehiclesat night,andthemoveonline was
madeat nightin blackoutconditions.As we unloaded,
setled into position, and the 25ID left, the CCF
welcomed the 3ID back over their loudspeakers.
Obviously, the CCF intelligencewas better than our
secrecy. The battalion was againin the Iron Triangle
area.On7 Februaryl wasassignedsbattalionassistant
S2, then assistantS3. | helped plan two raids on the
CCF. Planningaraid entailedpurposepbjective routes
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of movementto and from the objective, time of and
length of mission, coordinationwith other units, fire
support,enemypositions, weather,type of troops,and
equipmenneededWe hadaerialsupportfrom division
with light aircraft L-19 for reconnaissance(Fighter
bombers dropped 500 pound bombs on CCF
concentrationso ourfront.) | flew in oneoverthe CCF
OutpostCharlie,andthenl accompaniedl” companyon
thegroundwhentheyraidedOP Charlie. Anotherraid
(at Chorwon) was abortedwhen our tanks could not
move forward. The objective was to have a flanking
attackonJacksorHeights. It wasplannedfor thetanks
to usearailroadtrackbed,butthe CCFforcedthemoff
with heavyartillery fire. Theadjacentice paddiesvould
not supportheweightof thetanks.

Theraid on Charliewasnot successfubecause¢he
enemywastoo well entrenche@ndhadmoretroopsthan
wedid. We hadfour woundedn actionduringthatraid.
Therewerecasualtiestothertimes,too. Menfrom my
companywerewourdedand/orkilled while on patroland
ontheMLR from artillery. Sgt.BernardPerrywasone
of the medicsfor K Companywho tendedto our
casualties.! sawhim andthe othermedicsadminister
first aid while underfire. Fightingwasalmostalways at
night. In mid-February] wassentto OutpostDick to get
a report after a repulsedattack by the CCF. | saw a
couple of mutilated Chinesesoldiersthere. Actually,
mutilated isn't a good word. That was my immediate
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reactionto whatl saw. Someof the CCFwerenudeand
partially burnedfrom phosphorougrenadesl think it
couldhavebeenavoided. Thelocationof theburnswas

- = -

in aplacethatwasnot possibleexceptby asoldierafter
thebattle.It wasduringthis time framethatacall came
to battalionfrom OP Tomthattheyneededomemedical
supplies.A largeboxof supplieswasputtogetherand
someonesaidit would betakento themthatnight when
dark. | thoughtit abetterideato takethem immediately.
| volunteeredo takethemandwasgivenpermission.
FromtheMLR to OPTomwasall openareaandunder
theobservatiorof the CCF. | wasaloneandonfoot,
carryingtheboxof medicalsupplies. About halfwayto
Tom, artillery landedin front of me,thenbehindme,then
in front. It wastime for themto makefinal adjustments,
sol hastilyfoundahugeboulderandwaitedbehindit
until therewasa lull, thenquickly finishedmy trip to
Tom. Thiswasthetime overall othertimeswhenl felt |
wasin themostpersonatiangelin Korea,excludingthe
eventsthat happenedon OutpostHarry a few months
later.
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When the companycommanderof K Company
rotatedhome in March, | askedfor and was given
commandfthecompany.l hadbeenon battalionstaff
from February7 to March10, but| enjoyeddutywith a
companymore than being on a staff. | liked working
with aunit andseeingfirst handtheaccomgpishments.
Dutywith aunit involvedleadership.Duty asstaffwas
moreof aplanningnature. Whenl becamecommander,
"K" companyhadanoutstanding=xecutiveOfficer in 1st
Lt. GeorgeRichards.Hewaskilled onOutpostHarrythe
night of June 10-11 while we were defendingthe
companycommandoost.

After becomingk CompanyCO, we remainedn the
samepositionuntil thenearendof May. | received'Rest
and Recuperation{R&R) and went with our battalion
surgeon, Dr. Roberto Fortuno, and 2nd Lieutenant
Pavaloskyto Tokyo. | wentto CampFuji andvisitedmy
friendsin the 34thinfantry Regiment. This musthave
beensometimean April. | datedtheslidesthatl tookas
May, but that was after | took them, mailed them to
Hawaii for processingand theywerereturnedto me.
Kodakprovidedall thatasafreeservice andmailingwas
free,too. | captioneddatedandsenttheslidesto my
motherandfathersotheyknewaboutmy activities.

Also in April, I wassentto JohnsorAFB in Japarto
attenda JointAir/Ground Coordinationcoursefor one
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week. Infantry officers were paired with Air Force
officers,andtheysharedaroom. My roommatevasist
LieutenantFrankBorman,lateraNASA astronauard
first to circumnavigateghemoon. Thenexttime | saw
him wasin Californiain 1963. Thecoursenvolvedthe
typesof air supportandmeango getsupportatthefront
lines.

During the March, April, and mid-May time
period, the regiment wasin a defensiveposition. K
Company was in the same location all the time |
commanded it until relieved by the Greeks. My
companyconductegatrolsalmosteverynight. We also
deepenedrenchesto morethansix feet, which was a
major project. Engineers assisted by dynamiting
boulders.A trenchwasdugfrom theMLR outto OP
Dick. We usedKorean laborersto do that trench at
night. Prior to then, movementto the outpostwas
restrictedto the west side of the ridge leadingto the
outpostBunkerswerereinforcedandrebuilt. Additional
barbedwire wasputin.

Harassingfire from artillery and the battalion was
increasedon OP Charlie. The CCF and K company
soldiersexchangedmallarmsfire onadaily basis. Both
the CCF and my companyhad patrols betweenOP
CharlieandtheMLR. Duringthistime frame,Assistant
Division CG Brigadier General Wilbur Dunkleberg
visitedK Companyonamonthlybasis.| hadmethimin
Japa whenl commanded. Co.,34thinfantryRegiment,
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duringthefield tests. | latersawhim whenl wasat Ft.
Ord. His visitsto K Companywerewelcome.He went
throughthechowline with thesoldiers. He saidthathe
liked comingto K Companybecausé¢hefood wasbetter
thanatdivision.

| recallthatonenight2ndLieutenantBrock Lippitt, a
K companyplatoonleaderwentwith meto checkthe
companylistenposts.Thelistenpostswverein front of the
MLR, butnotasfarasOPDick. We approachethe
listeningpostsfrom theenemyside. We foundoneguard
asleep.Forendangeringhe safetyof thecompanyand
sleepingonguardduty, hewaslatertried by a military
courtatdivisionheadquarters.

K Companywasrelieved by a companyfrom the
Greek Expeditionary Forces(GEF). The Greekswere
fearless,reckless,and brave. | stayedwith them one
night whenthey relieved K Company. One of their
soldiers was slightly wounded, so they had a
celebration for him. There wasno food, but | recall
that there wasa lot of yelling and shouting that night.
It seemedike it wasatradition that the first warrior
to be woundedin battle wasa hero in their eyes. It
waspart of their culture, | guess.

Relief by the Greek was orderly and without any
problems. Other than the Greeks, no troops from
other nations servednear my company.
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However, | know that a battalionfrom Belgium
wasattachedo the 7thInfantryRegimentof the3ID.
Our companyhad Korean soldiers as part of the unit
KATUSA. (I think that was "Korean Army to US
Army".) | paidthemin Koreanmoney. All weregood
soldiersandsomehadbeenwith Americanunitsfor over
two years.

Timeon theMLR wasnot alwaysspentn battle.
Therewasal lot of waiting for thingsto happentoo. |
recallthatin April, two sergeantfrom | companygot
tired of waiting, andtook mattersnto their own hands.|
companywas attachedto K companyto man Outpost
Dick. Probablysometimeduringthe March-April time
frame, thesetwo sergeantssaid they just got tired of
sitting ontheoutpost,soontheirown, theywalkedupto
Charliearoundnoon. Theywerenot noticedbythe CCF
until theyreachedhe CCFtrenches.Theyopenedire,
killing severalCCF,thenreturnedo OutpostDick. They
wereawardedSilver Starmedals.Lt Col Shropshirethe
battalionCO, wasupsetaboutthemdoingit ontheirown,
but gottheawardgfor themnevertheless.

K and L companiesventinto Reserveat CampPiney
for abouttwo weeksaroundMay 20. | don'trecallthe
exactdate. Time neverseemedmportantthen. Oneday
waslike therest. | wasCO of CampPineywhile we
were there. The companylived in tents and slept on
cots. We hadthreemealseachday. All weaponsvere
inspectedrepairedor replacedoy theordnancecompany
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if necessaryThe men played volleyball and mostly
rested. One day, beer rations were provided for
everyone.A coupleof timesthe companywastruckedto
the Wyoming Line, a defensiveposition betweenthe
MLR and Seoulthat would beusedif the UN hadto
withdraw. Thetrencheghereweredeepened.

| waspronotedto Captainattheendof May. | also
receivedthe BronzeStarfor meritoriousservicefor the
periodMarchto Junel953. | wasdoingmy dutyand
apparenthbetterthansomeotherCOs,butthefact that
therewerenotanymajorbattles,giving K companytime
to improveits defensivepositionfasterandbetterthan
the other companiesmight have had somethingto do
with it, too. The RegimentalCO Col. Russell Akers
inspectedK companyafew daysbeforeHarry. He told
the menthattheywerememberf the bestcompanyin
theregiment.

The Advent of Harry

Shortlythereafter,K companywent back on the
line, defendingthat part of the regimentalsectorthat
includedChorwonValley, andOutpostsTom, Dick, and
Harry. Prior to the 10th, I had not beenaware that
somethingbig wasaboutto happenalthoughtheactivity
at Camp Piney getting equipmentin shapeindicated
somethingunusualwas up. OnJune5th, K Company
was alertedto preparefor a move to OutpostHarry.
Vehiclesarrivedlaterthatdayandthecompanywenton
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Harry June5, assumingresponsibility from the 65th
Infantry Regimenton 6 June.

OutpostHarrywassituatedsome425yardsnortheast
of thefriendly MLR whichwasonagenerakoutheast
northwestine fromthe ChorwonValley to the Kumwha
Valley. Thehill wasapproximately1280feethighand
waslocatedabout320yardssouth. It waspartof alarger
hill massoccupiedbytheenemyyreferredto asStarHill.
The outpostcommandeda good view of the enemy
terrainandhis avenue®f approactio theMLR position.
Sincetheelevationof the outpostwasgreaterthanthatof
anyfriendly-held terrain within an areaof a mile, the
positionaffordedearly warningof enemyapproacho the
mainbattleline.

Theroadapproachio theoutpostiromtheMLR ran
north along an intermittent streamto the rear of the
outpostwherethesupplypointwaslocated. Fromthere,
movementsto the position had to be accomplished
dismounted.

Thepositionitself containeda communicationsrench
thatranfrom the supplypoint forwardsome315yardsto
theforwardobservetbunkeronthenorthernmosslope.
There thetrenchjoinedanothettrench,whichmadea
completecircle aroundthe forward position of the
outpost. Thepositionof theoutpostwasreferredto as
"The Loop." Approximately80 yardsto therearof The
Loop, alongafinger of theridgerunningto theright side
of the outpost,was an additionaltrenchthat extended



THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE -114-

approximately110 yards. That finger was mutually
supportingwith The Loop positionandhelpedprotectithe
probableavenue®f approachnto position. Theleft side
of theoutpostwassteepenougho afford anaturalbarrier
to theattackingenemyforces.

The initial effort on Harry was to preparefor the
anticipatedCCFattack. With considerabléelpfrom the
engineersthe battle positions, bunkers,trerches,and
barbedwire placementsvere improved. Napalmwas
placedonthehillside. Everysoldieracquaintedimself
with his defensivaresponsibilities.Artillery andmortar
concentrationsvereverified andadjustedo ensurethe
bestpossiblefinal defensivefire. A few replacements
had arrived during the days before we moved up to
Harry. Theydid verywell for newcomers.

Thesiegeof OutpostHarry actuallybegarnwhenK
CompanygotthereJuneb about0500. Nearingtheend
of thewar,the CCFwantedground. If theycouldtake
Harry,theymightreachSeoulin acoupleof days. The
CCF fired at us with artillery, mortars, and rifles
wheneverwe moved. When it was dark, the entire
company was on alert. Searchlightswere used to
illuminate the CCF Star position all night. Listening
postswere outside the perimeterof Harry as early
warning. Sleepingwvasdoneonly duringdaylightandthe
mensharedhedaytimealert.
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There were unsuccessfulsmall CCF squad and
platoonsizeprobeseverynight. This helpedthe CCFto
learnwhereour weaponsverelocated. Therewerethree
K companymenkilled duringthistime frame. Themen
wereconfidentandwentaboutwork asusual,but with
morecautionof incomingfire andminor fire fights at
nightthanin our positiononthe MLR. 1, too, wasfine.

Photo courtesy of James Jarboe

Beingamoreconfinedareathanthe MLR, | wasableto
seeeverythingbeingdoneall thetime. | workedhard
with ourforwardobserver2ndLt. SamBuck,to getthe
artillery concentrationsvhere | wantedthem. He still
remember®nethat! broughttoo close.

Aerial reconnaissandeom 1 Juneto 8 Juneshowed
much increasedenemyactivity. This activity included
constructiorof newantiaircraftartillery positions self
propelled gun revetments,artillery positions, supply
bunkerspersonnebunkersanda newbridgeandroad
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improvementslongtheenemymainsupplyroutes. An
enemyoffensivewasobvious. During the sameperiod
prior to the attack of 10 June,increasedpersonnel
sightingswere reportedduring daylight hours. During
theperiodof darknessanincreasingiumberof vehicle
lightswerereportedgenerallyin therearareasmoving
south and southwesttoward the enemy'smain battle
positions. Prior to the attack, CCF artillery battalions
positionedo fire into the 3rd Infantry sectordisclosed
theenemyto beemployingl02mmrocketfor thefirst
timein thisarea. Also evidentduringthis periodwas
increasea&nemycounterbatteryfire on friendly artillery
positions. Incomingartillery andmortarroundsreported
in theregimentakectorincreasedrom anaverageof 275
perdayto 670perday,duringthefour to five daysprior
to theinitial attackontheoutpost. During theattackson
Harry, atremendousolumeof roundsfell in theentire
regimentakector,ncludingserviceunitsandregimental
headquasdrs. Siegeof OutpostHarryl wascalledoff
Harryon June 10 and briefed on the anticipatedCCF
offensive. | wasalsotold thatl hadmorethanenough
pointsto rotateout, andthat! did not haveto go backup
totheoutpost. My time in Korea hadprobablyexpiredin
April, but I think that someoneforgot to include the
twelve pointsl earnedoy beingin JaparbeforeKorea.ln
my way of thinking, K companywasstill my company.|
could not runoutwhenthebiggestchallengecame. |
don't believe a companyCO should ever leave under
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those conditions. Once | got back up on Harry, |
informedeveryonehatamajorattackwasanticipated.
No onehadahardtime; althoughtheymight haveif we
hadknownhow"major" this majorattackwasgoingto
be. Therewas no timeto formally prepardhetroops
spiritually for the possibilityof their deathin the battle
thatwasaboutto takeplace. Theycouldonly prepare
themselves personally. As to readying ourselves
militarily for abig battle,we hadpreparedrom thetime
wewentontheoutpostJunes. Wewerebetterprepared
with eachpassingday. Additionally, onthedayof the
attack, 500 pound bombs were dropped on CCF
concentrations to further help us contend with
approachingenemy forces. Our planesalso dropped
flaressowe couldwatchenemymovement.
Throughoutthe remainderof the afternoon,we
checkedveaponsammo,andcommunicationsWe had
thestandardveapon®f machnegunsyifles, pistolsand
grenades.A few weapongammedbecaus®f thedirt
from incoming artillery as the big battle startedand
progressedbut overall, everythingworked well. The
mentooktheir positionsin thebunkers Besidesnenbers
of K Company, there were forward observersand
machinegunnerdrom M Companyon OPHarry. They
reinforcedonthe 11th,aswell ascompaniesE" and"C"
of the 15th Infantry. LieutenantRichards,Lieutenant
Buck, SergeantMiller (I think), and | were in the
commandost. It wassquareapproximatelytenfeetby
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tenfeet and probablyeight feet high. It was madeof
prefabricatedwelve inch bytwelve inch timbers, dirt,
andsandbagswyith rocksontop. Therewasoneentrance
off thetrench leadinginto theCP. I think therewere
three woodenbencheson three sides, long and wide
enoughor sleeping.

TheO.P.Harry

Accordingto the 15thinfantryafter Action Report
onOPHarry,at 1950hoursonthenightof 10 June the
first CCF sightingswere reported. Each sighting was
engagedy mortarandartillery fire. Themenwho were
onthelisteningpostsin front of Harryreturnedo our
bunkersandtrenchesinderheavyenemyfire. The CCF
had begunits offensive-one continuousbig push. At
2130hours,anambustpatrolwestof OPDick in the
sectorof the GreekBattalionreportedChinesenumbering
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approximately250 coming off of JacksonHeightsin
front of OP Tom. Mortarandartillery begarfalling on
the15thMLR, aswell asoutpostDick andHarry. After
a short but intensefirefight in the vicinity of Outpost
Dick, including2000incomingroundsof enemyartillery
and mortar fire, the enemy withdrew. This was
recognizedasapossibleenemyfeint, andall unitswere
alerted. At 2245, while attentionwas still focusedon
OutpostDick, word camethat the CCF were in the
trencheson Outpost Harry. In the CP, Lieutenant
Richardshelpedwith communicatiorio the K company
platoonswhile LieutenanBuckdirectedartillery fire. |
communicatedwith battalion and the platoons,and
relayed CCF information to Buck until the phoneand
radiolineswerecut bytheenemy.

The enemy disposition at this time was not
pinpointed;however,t waswell knownthattherewere
in contacttwo unidentifiedbattalionsof the Chinese22nd
Regiment,74th Division in the left sector,and two
unidentified battalions of the 221st Regiment, 74th
Division theright portionof the 15thregimentakector.
The221stRegiment,74thDivision, waslocatedin the
sector immediately opposite Outpost Harry. Enemy
reservescapableof interventionin the OutpostHarry
action were the two reservebattalionsof regimentsin
contactwith the 15thinfantryin theleft sectoraswell as
three battalionsof the 220th Regiment,not located,
whichwerein the74thDivisionreserve.All total, there
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wasareinforcedCCFregimentof approximately3,600
enemiedrying to kill us.A sectionof thePresidential
Unit Citation that K Compaly later received best
explainswhat happenedn the siege: "Enemyassaults
rangingfrom companysizeto areinforcedregimentwere
directedagainstthe c 0 mp a positiorsin repeated
wavesin adesperatattempto takethecritical outpcst
(Harry). By massinghis strengthin depth theenemywas
attimessuccessfuin penetratingriendly positionsbut
was consistently pushed back by members of this
companyfollowing rigoroushandto handcombat Onthe
nightof 10 June areinforcedregiment,employingsmall
arms fire, automatic weaponsand grenades,and
supportedy 20,000roundsof artillery fire andmortar
fire, launchedheinitial assaulof a seriesof newattacks
on the position. Although having susténed over 200
casualtiesn their initial attemptto overtakethe outpost,
theenemywasdeterminedo seizethekeyterrainatall
costsandchargedepeatedlyhroughouthenight of 10
Juneandthe following morning.During the heightof the
battlethe trenchesattimeswereoverrun,but metwith
the inspired closein fighting of the beleagueredut
courageousmembersof CompanyK, the enemywas
ultimatelyrepelledfrom the position. Theextraordinary
heroismofthememberof CompanyK, 15thinfantry
Regiment, 3d Infantry Division, in fulfilling their
assignednissionreflectsgreatcreditonthemselvesind
upholdsthe highesttraditionsof the military service."
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As the siegecontinuedwe werevigorouslykeeping
the CCF out of the CP. Betweenissuing ordersand
gatheringandrelayinginformation,we wereall shooting
asmanyof theenemyaswe couldasfastaswe could. |
wasknockedunconsciou®y apenetratingnissile(shell
fragments}o my skull. Whenl regainectonsciousness,
the CCFwerein the CPbunkertalking. | wasnotaware
whetheror not LieutenantRichardsor LieutenantBuck
wasalive. | hadsomethingn my throatandl couldnot
keepfrom coughing althoughl knewit would alertthe
CCFthatl wasalive. It wasdarkandl couldnotsee
anything. After hearingme, a CCF soldier fired one
round,shatteringmy right elbow. | couldfeelthebullet
enterandexit. | did not makea sound sotheyassumedi
wasdead. My thoughtswverethatl hoped couldbequiet
sothatl would notbeshotagain,andl wasconscious
enougho beconcernedboutmy men.

After the CCFleft the CP,SamBuck gavemethefirst
immediate medical assistance.l don't rememberSam
administerindirst aid,andl don'tremembetalkingto
him. Maybe | had lapsesof consciousnessMaybe it
seemedoutine. And maybel've blockedmoreoutthanl
realize.
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KOREA - JUNE 10 - JUNE 18, 1953
OUTPOST HARRY

(This is the official report of the 3d Infantry Division of the
USArmy. Thisreportwaspostedo thelnternet by Martin Markley,
commandingfficer of K Companyl5thregiment.

"During the period16 Mayto 5 June the 15thinfantry
had beenrelieved of its responsibilityfor the Outpost
HARRY sector. Whenreportsirom varioushigherstaff
sectionshad beencorrelatedand evaluated,and the
highercommandersvereassuredeyondanyreasonable
doubt that OutpostHARRY was to be attackedby
numericallysuperiorChinesdorce, it wasorderedthat
the 15th Infantry Regiment,a more experiencedand
battle tried unit, be maderesponsiblefor the Outpost
HARRY sectomo laterthanthe6thof June. Thiswas
accomplishedby relieving the 2nd Battalion 65th
Infantry, with the 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry. The
regimentpreparedo meetthe onslaughof the Chinese.
Following is a physical description of Outpost
HARRY, for most of the action from 10-18 June
centeredaround this hill. OutpostHARRY is situated
somed25yardsnortheasbf thefriendly MLR whichis
on a general southeasnorthwest line from the
CHORWON VALLEY to the KUMWHA VALLEY.
Thehill is approximatelyl280 feethighandis locate
about 320 yards south, and part of a larger hill mass
occupiedbytheenemyyreferredto asSTARHILL. The



-123-

outpostcommands goodview of theenemyterrainand
hisavenue®f approactio theMLR position. Sincethe
elevationof the outpostis greaterthan that of any
friendly heldterrainwithin anareaof amile, theposition
affords early warning of enemyapproachto the main
battleline.

Theroadapproachio theoutpostiromtheMLR runs
north along an intermittent streamto the rear of the
outpostwherethesupplypointis located. Fromhere,
movementsto the position must be accomplished
dismounted.

Thepositionitself containsacommunicationgrench
which runs from the supply point forward some 315
yardsto theforwardobserveibunkeronthe northernmost
slope. Herethetrenchjoins anothetrenchwhich makes
a completecircle aroundthe forward position of the
outpostithis positionof theoutpostis referredto asThe
Loop. Approximately80 yardsto therearof TheLoop,
alongafinger of theridgerunningto theright sideof the
outpostanadditionaltrenchextendsapproximatelyl10
yards. This fingeris mutuallysupportingwith The Loop
position and helps protect the probableavenuesof
approachnto position. Theleft sideof theoutpostis
steepenoughto afford anaturalbarrierto theattacking
enemyforce.

Aerialreconnaissandeom 1 Juneto 8 Juneshowed
much increasedenemy activity. This activity included
constructiorof newantaircraftartillery positions self
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propelledgun revetments Artillery positions, supply
bunkers,personnelbunkers,a new bridge and road
improvementslongtheenemymainsupplyroutes. An
enemyoffensivewasobvious.

During the sameperiodprior to theattackof 10 June,
increased personnel sightings were reported during
daylight hours.  During the period of darknessan
increasing number of vehicle lights were reported,
generallyin therearareasmoving southandsouthwest
towardtheenemy'smainbattlepositions. Priorto the
attackCCFartillery battaliongpositionedo fire into the
3rdInfantry secbr disclosedheenemyto beemploying
102mmrocketfor thefirst timein this area.

Also evidentduringthis periodwasincreasegnemy
counter battery fire on friendly artillery positions.
Incoming artillery and mortar roundsreportedin the
regimentakectorincreasedrom anaveragef 275 per
dayto 670perday,duringthe4 to 5 daysprior to the
initial attack on the outpost. During the attackson
HARRY, atremendousolumeof roundsfell in all of the
regimentakector,ncludingserviceunitsandregimental
headquarters.

The enemy disposition at this time were not
pinpointed;however;it waswell knownthattherewere
in contacttwo unidentified battalionsof The 22nd
Regiment, 74th Division, in the left sectorand two
unidentified battalions of the 221st Regiment, 74th
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Division, in the right portion of the 15th regimental
sector.The221st

Regiment, 74th Division was locatedin the sector
immediately opposite outpost HARRY. Reserves
capableof interventionin the outpostHARRY action
werethetwo reservebattalionsof regimentsn contact
with the15thinfantryin theleft sectoraswell asthree
battalionsof the220thRegimentunlocatedvhich were
in the74thDivisionreserve.

Thenbegartheconcentrateénemydrive whichwas
to lastfor aweekandwasto costthe Chinesedearlyfor
everyengagedninute.At 1950hours on the night of 10
Junethe first CCF sightingswere reported, and each
sighting wasengagedby mortar and artillery fire. At
2130hours an ambushpatrol westof OP DICK in the
sector of the Greek Battalion reported Chinese
numbering approximately 250coming of JACKSON
HEIGHTS (in front of OP TOM). Mortar and
artillery began falling on the 15th MLR as well as
outposts DICK and HARRY. After a short but
intense firefight in the vicinity of Outpost DICK,
including 2000rounds of enemyartillery and mortar
fire, the enemywithdrew. This wasrecognizedasa
possibleenemyfeint, and all units were alerted. At
2245, while attention was still focused on Outpost
DICK, word camethat the CCF were in the trenches
on Outpost HARRY, Bitter hand to hand combatwas
engagedin by members of Company "K", 15th
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Infantry and the Chinesewere killed or driven from

the trenches. TheChineseaeinforcedtheir attackfour
moretimesduringtheearlymorninghours,andaslateas
0430hoursl11 Junewerein thetrenchonthenorthern
sideof theoutpost. In additionto acompositaeserve
localreservecommittedby the 3rd battalioncommander,
CompaniesE" and"C" 15thinfantrywerecommittedto
reinforce. One platoon of tanks from Heavy Tank
Company,15thinfantry,andoneplatoonof infantrywere
committedto thevalley eastof OutpostHARRY, asa
diversionaryforce. Thistankinfantryteamprovedto be
of greatvaluein channelizingheenemyattack.

About 0530themorningof the11th,adaylight CCF
attackin battalionstrengthwasrepulsedoy elementof
the outpost. An hour later, evacuationof deadand
woundedbegan. This continuedthrough the daylight
hours. Colonel Russell F. Akers Jr., Regimental
commanderreomganizedplacing Company"B", 15th
Infantry, on the outpost,and placing responsibilityfor
defenseof this sectionon the 1st Battalion. The day
continuedwith intermittentshellingof the outpost.

On 12 Juneat 0005 hoursthe Chinese moving
through their own and friendly artillery gainedthe
trenchesn therearof the outpost:handto handfighting
followed. At 0032hoursthe CCFgainedthetrenchon
thenorthernslopeof theoutpostwhile friendly forces
heldthesoutherntrench. Bitter fighting ensuedandthe
CCFmadenumerousattemptdo reinforcethroughthe
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protectiveartillery ring. Company'B", 5thRegimental
CombatTeam,wasusedto reinforce. Oneplatoonof
tanksfrom HeavyTank Companyl15thinfantry,andone
platoonof infantry werecommittedto thevalley eastof
OutpostHARRY. asa diversionaryforceandagainthis
forcewas highly successfuin channelizingheenemy
attack. At daybreak,about 0545 hours, the enemy
withdrew and all action ceased.Evacuation of the
woundedanddeadwasbegunandColonelAkerstook
immediate stepsto reorganize for renewed attacks,
placingCompany'A" 5th RegimentalCombatTeamon
theoutpost.

Onthenightof 12 Juneat 2200 hours,enemyartillery
and mortar fire precededa CCF attack on theoutpost
whichwasbrokenup by friendly defensivdires. CCF
werein thetrenchfor ashorttime butwereforcedto
withdraw. Fightingceaseat2247. Howeverat 0208the
CCFattackedromthenorth,northeastandnorthwesif
theoutpost. Bitter handto handfighting ensuedasthe
enemygainedthe trench on the northernslope of the
outpost.Company'L", 15thinfantry, reinforcedandby
0450hourstheenemywasdriven fromthetrenchesand
forcedto withdraw. A platoonof tanksfromthe64th
Tank Battalion plus one platoon of infantry were
dispatchedto the valley eastof outpostHARRY and
operateagsuccessfullyasadiversionaryforce. All action
ceaseadvith theexceptiorof friendly counterbatteryand
countemortarfire. Evacuatiorof woundedanddead
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was begun, and the regimental commandertook
immediate steps to reorganize for renewed attacks,
placingCompany'C", 15thinfantry, ontheoutpost.

Daylight hourswereutilizedto cleanthetrenchesand
refurbish weapons’positionsin anticipationof another
attackduringthe hoursof darkness.Onthenight of 13-
14 June, ant approximately0255, enemyartillery and
mortarfire precede@d CCFscreeningctionagainste
outpostfrom the eastand west for the purposeof
protectingrecoveryof theirdead. Thisscreeningorce
was brokenup by friendly defensivefires. Action
becamesporadicwith light enemyartillery andmortar
fire falling ontheoutpostandMLR. By 0440theenemy
withdrew and all action ceased.  The regimental
commandertook immediate steps to reorganizefor
renewedattacksplacingCompany'G", 15thinfantryon
theoutpost.

During the night of 14-15 June,at about0125 the
Chinesamovingthroughfriendly artillery anddefensive
fires, gainedthetrencheontherearof theoutpostand
intensehandto handfighting followed. At 0222hours,
friendly forces held the outpost with the enemy
reinforcingin thebitter handto handaction.  Company
"E", 15th Infantry was committedto reinforce. One
platoonfrom HeavyTank Companyandoneplatoonof
infantrywereagaindispatchedsdiversionaryforce. At
0345 the enemy withdrew and action ceased;the
regimental commanderagain reorganizing for new
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attacks,placed Company"A", 15th Infantry on the
outpost.

The night of 1516 June wasa quiet night onthe
outpost, and the following morning the regimental
commanderplacedthe GEF Battalion in the area of
the outpost HARRY sector in order that his US
battalions, all of which had suffered heavy causalities,
could refit and reorganize. During the night of 16-17
June there wasno significant action, permitting much
needed engineer work on the outpost to be
accomplishedby Company"P", GEF Battalion and
elements of Company "B", 10th Engineer (C)
Battalion.

On the night of 17-18 June, the Chinesereturned
at about 0052hours, moving through their own and
friendly artillery and mortar fire to attack Outpost
HARRY from the northeast and northwest. The
enemy was repelled and forced to withdraw, but
stayedin the area. At 0240the enemyattacked from
the north under intenseartillery and mortar fire. The
CCF gained the trenches of the outpost on the
northern slopeat 0313. Bitter hand to hand fighting
ensuedwith the enemymaking numerousattempts to
reinforce through the protective artillery ring.
Company "N", GEF Battalion was committed to
reinforce. One platoon of tanks from Heavy Tank
Company, 15th Infantry Regiment,and oneplatoon
of GreekInfantry were dispatchedto the valley east
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of Outpost HARRY asa diversionary force. By 0402
hours the enemywasforced out of the trencheson the
outpost, and all action ceased with the enemy
withdrawing, having fired 22,000rounds in support

of this attack. The enemy forces employed against
Outpost HARRY during the period 10-18 June were
tabulated by Intelligence Sectionsto be substantially
asshownin the following table:

1011 JuneA reinforcedCCFregiment(Approx. 3,600CCF)
11-12June A CCFregiment(approx.2,850CCF)
12-13June A reinforcedCCFregiment

1314June An estimated O0CCF

14-15June An estimated20CCF

1516June Negative

16-17June Negative

17-18June A CCFregimen.

During this period the entire 74th CCF Division was
utilized againstthis position and at the end of the
engagemenwasconsideredombatineffective. Enemy
roundsfired in supportof their attackduringthe period
10-18 Juneamountedo 88,810roundsover81 mmsize:
friendly mortar and artillery units in conjunctionwith

friendly tankfireswere368185roundsover81lmmsize."
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Lt General RuberE.
Jenkindn AthensGreece
thedayof thedepartureof
GEF

for Korea.He presented
to eachOfficer apistol
for goodluck.

Threeyeardlater.

Lt Generaldenkins
havingat hisleft Lt.
Col. George
Koumanako$&EF
CommandingAt the
backrow ontheleft,
captainSkaltsas.

Readat thenext
pagethereporthe
sentto theGreek
GeneralStaff
Commander,
GeneralTsigounis.)
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DearGeneralTsigounis,

On 10 Augustregretfullysurrenderedommand
of IX US Corpsandthe GreekExpeditionaryForces
Battallionto my successol. wasreassignedbo my
presentcommandvhich hascommandandoperational
supervisiorof thethreeROK Corps,composinghe
KoreanArmy in thefield. | amdepartinghis command
for theUSwithin afew days,

| would fail my dutiesmy self, andthe Greekarmed
Forcesdf | did not, prior to my departureeommentupon
thecharacteof servicerenderedy your Expeditionary
Forceswhichservedunderme.

Thiscommandirueto Greektradition,morethan
lived upto whatyou andl bothexpectedf it. Never
duringthetenandon&d half monthsundermy command
did anymemberof the GreekBn cometo my ufavorable
attentionfor anydisciplinaryadministrativeor combat
operationateasonOntheotherhandl neverheardany
commenbtherthanof the highestpraisefor all members
of this Battalionin everyqualificationthatgoesto make
upthesoldierandthefighting unit. Nor atanytime did |
observeanythingotherthanqualitiesof the highestorder.
And | mightremarkin passinghatl wasamostfrequent
visitor to the GreekBattalionbothwhile in reserveandin
thefront line. It wasparticularlyoutstandingn acrisis
severabfwhichoccurredduringperiodswhile it was
holdingfront line positions the mostnoteworthyof
whichoccurredn the middle of Juneduringthe Battle of
A Ha r @nyhis occasioroneCompanyof this Battalion,
successfullyithstoodthreeof the mostviolent attacks
launchedagainsthis positionin rapidsuccessioduring
darknessby no lessthantwo full-strenghtCommunist
Battalions.This featalonemarkedthis commandor
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whatit is, afine, courageouanddetermined
representativef the GreekArmy asyou andl knewit in
thelastcampaignn theVitsi andthe GrammosTo them
| canpayno highertribute.

| camot saytoo muchfor theoutstanding
leadershiglisplayedy your Battalioncommanderd.
havepreviouslywritten you concerningColonel
TamvakasNow | would like to commentbriefly upon
ColonelGeorgeKoumanakos.

| havepreviouslyindorsedanEfficiency Report
rendereduponColonelKoumanako®y his Regimental
CommanderColonelAkersof the 15thinfantrywhich, |
hope,hasreached/ou bythistime. In this Efficiency
ReportboththeRegimentalCommandeand| stated
categoricallythatLieutenantColonelKoumanakosvas
oneof themostoutstandingandcourageousattalion
Commandersf ourexperiencel wishto repeathat
assertiorpersonallyto you! Theoutstandingnannerin
whichheadministeredheaffairsof the GreekBattalion
andthecourageanddeteminationwhich heinstilledinto
his subordinatesf all ranksby personapreceptand
personakxampleare,in my opinion,thefactorswhich
contributedmostto thegreatsucces®sf the Battalion
duringthecritical periodswhile undermy command|
canrot saytoo muchfor hispersonabndprofessional
gualificationwhichis thoroughlyin keepingwith the
highesttraditionsof the military service.This Officer can
commandaninfantry Regimentandperformthe dutiesof
aBrigadierGeneralAssistantDivision Commandwith
high creditanddistinction.He can,with little experience
commandaninfantry Division in asimilar fashion.l wish
to recommendim to your personahttentionandto the
personahttentionof who mayfollow you. laterin your
high Office to theendthathe mayreachGeneralOfficer
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Gradsfor which heis nowfitted, asearlyaspossiblel
would like alsoappreciatet if youwould bringthis
matterto thepersonahttentionof the Chiefof the
National DefenseGeneralStaffand.to theattentionof
His Excellencythe PrimeMinister Field Marshal
Papagos.

Althoughmy contactswith LieutenaniColonel
Koumanakosuccessol ieutenantColonelProkoshave
beenfew becaus®f my changan assignment, have
beenassuredy his presenDivision Commandethathe
measurefully upto thestandardassetby his
predecessors.

As oneof my lastofficial actsin Koreal wishto
conveyto you asChiefof Staff, GreekArmy, to theChief
of theNationalDefenseGeneralStaff,andto Field
MarshalPapagosny deeplyd felt gratitudefor providing
mewith suchoutstandingepresentativesf the Army
with which| servedin 1948,1949,1950and1951.

Pleaseonveymy verybestwishesto Field Marshal
Papago#o Kitrilakis, Grigoropoulos,Tsakalotos,
Manidakis,BalodemospPovas,Zaimis,andmy many
otherfriendsin the GreekArmed Forceswvho aretoo
numerougo mention.

To yourself,my personathanksandmy warmest
personabndhighestprofessionategards.
Faithfully yours,

REUBENE. JENKINS
LieutenantGeneralUSA
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1 Octomber 1953

Dear Gensral 2sigounia;

Om 10 Auguot I regretfully surrendered commani of IX
US Corpe and the Greek Expeditionary Foroes Battelion 1o ny suo-
cepoor.Iwas reassigned to.lw‘f’;rennt cormend Waich has; oonmand
8nd operational oupervision the three ROK Corps,composing the
Korean Army in the field, I am doparting thip command for the Us
within a few daye,

L -I would feil my dution,myself,and.the Craek Armed
Forces 4if I a1d not,prior to departure,coumsnt upon fha
character of servics rendorsd ~your Expeditionary Porces
vaioh served under me,

Tkls command,trus Yo Greek tradition,wore. thon livea
up to what yoz and, T :bo%h expacted of 1t.l"cr»&ur1ng the ten and
one-half monthe under my ocommand did any member of the Gresk Bn
goms to my onfavorable attention for any disciplinary,administra.
tive or combat eperationel resson.On the other hand I mevor heard
eny comment other than of the highest pralee Tor ell membere of this
Zattolion in every qualificsiion that goes %o make up the soldier
oand thé fighting wdit.Nor at any time did J pbaerve anything othar
than qualitiss of the highest ordpr.And T misht remark in g:a-ing
that 1 was a most Zrequent visitor %o, the Greek Eattalion,both while
in recerve and in the front line,It was ieularly outs%anding
in & crisis,several of which gocured dur periods while it waz
holding front line pesitionn,the most notoworthy of which ocoured
in the niddle of June during $is Batide of MHarry%.0m this scowpicn
oene Company of thie Fattalion eaccenfrlly withatood three of the
most wiolent atiacks launched againat this pooition in rapia
sucaession during darimess,by mo less then two full-strengut Con-
muniey Dattalions.Tois feat slone marked this comuand for wiat it
ie,0 Tine,couregeous and determined rorpresentative of the Grask
Arny an you mad I knew it {n the last campaign in the Vitsd and
ti¢ Oromnez,To ther I can pay no higaer 4ridute.

I cannot eey too much for the outstanding leaderahip
divplayed by jour Sattalion Joxmanders.T hove grovi:uslr writtan
Jou conceraing Colonel Tamvakes.Kow I would 1ike 1o comnant briefly
apen Oolenel George Nounanalees,

1 have previously 4ndorsed an Efficiensy Regort rendored
unon Colozel Fouzana'tos by his Reginental Commanier,Colonel Akers
of the 15th Infantry which,I hope,has reashed you by this time,In
this pffiolency Report both the Regimantal Cozmander and Y stated
categorically that Lisutensnt Colonal Kounanarom sma one of the mont
outstoding and couragecus Nattalfon Commanders of onr expevience,

I wish to reveat tist atcertion rersonally to you! Ths cutatanding
=anner in waich he administerdd the afffirs of the Greek Batialion
ond the courage end determination waich he instilled into his pube
ordinatea of all ranks by persomal precept and perscnal. example are,
in oy opinion,the factors which contributed wost to thoe grest sueces:
02 the Battalion dur’.ng the ocritical periodn while under my corynand,
I connot say %00 much Tor his personnl and professional gualificatio
wiich are thoroughly in keeping with the highest traditions of the
Mlitary cervice.This 0ffjicer oan conmend an Infantry Regiment and
porforn the Jduties of o Brigedier Geperal Lhooistant Divielon Comme.
with ﬁgh omit tgdpgi:szinogon.ﬂe agga,v%thhgn‘.}e ': ogioncc
comand en an 3 a8 ar fashion. #h to rece
hin to your personel azteng on end to the personal attention of
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-
who may fellow you lafter in your kigh O0ffice o the ond that he =nay
recok General (fficer Grede for whick Re is now fitted,as early ac
posgible,T would Xiks also azwomte 4% 1T you womld l’:rl.ng this
matter to the personal attention of the Chief of the Nationsl Defonse
General Staff and to the attention of His Excellenoy the Prime ¥inister

Field Marskal PRyages. .
Althpugh nmy oontects with Ideutenent Colonel Eoumanakos

suscansor, Lisutenent Colonel Prokos,have been few because of ny change
in aopignement,I have been assurad ﬁy hic present Division Commander

tkat ko moassures fully up to the standard as set by his 'grodoocuora.
Az one of ny last officiel sote in Xorea I wish to convey

to you as Chief of Staf?,bresk Avmy,to the Chief of the National Defen-
o4 Goneral Staff,and to iuau Mersual Papagos ny deeply=felt gratitude
for providing me wita suck sutotapdimg representatives of the Army
with whioch I served in 1048,1949,1950 end 1951, -

Pleace convey my vary best wishes to Field tfarohsl Fapagos

. to }titrilakia,(h‘igurozohlo.. Tsakalotos,Manodakis,Balodenia, Dovas

fa¥fnis,and my many other friends in the COrask Armmed Forces who are too
nuperous to mention.

To yourself,my personal thanks and my warsest porsorsl and
nighest professional regerds.

Yaithfully yours,

REUBEN E.JEBREIRZ
Jdeatenent General,USA

Lioutanent Ceneral Alexandros P,Tsigounis
ahiat,0raay Avmad Forces Staff

The Favliazaat Sudlding

At ens, Trrete
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General Mark W. Clark and Lt Col Koumanakos

On 6 March 1953, the regimentalCP and the GEF
Battalionwerevisited by GeneraMatrl Clark, Lieutenant
GeneraMaxwell D. Taylor, LieutenantGeneraReuben
E JenkinsandMajor GeneralGeorgeWV. Smythe.The
visiting generalswere briefed on the local tactical
situationby thecommandingfficer, GEFBattalionLt
Col GeorgeKoumanakos.
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Markley Received Greek Award

Martin Markley, one of OPHSA’s founding fathers,
received the honor of being awarded honorary
membership i1n the Greek Expeditionary Forces in
Korea, by Lt. Col George Koumanakos.

Dated 15 Sept. 1953 The citation letter read: “It 1s a
distinct pleasure to me to appoint Captain Martin
Markley, U. S. Army, an honorary member of the Greek
Expeditionary Forces Battalion in acknowledgement of
his services offered to this gallant unit.

The sincere co-operation of Captain Martin Markley
and his utmost contribution to the successful
accomplishment of the missions assigned this Battalion
are greatly appreciated by every Officer and Men of the
Greek Expeditionary Forces and reflects great credit on
himself and the United States Army.

Effective this date, Captain Martin Markley, an
honorary member of the heroic GEF Bn. 1s entitled to
wear the “HELLENIC FORCES” Patch.”

Signed by
Koumanakos George
Lt. Col. Inf.

Commanding GEF Bn.
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A ROK Officer, the Commander of the Belgian Bn., Lt.
Col. George Koumanakos, Cemmander of the Greek
Bn, and 3" Infantry Division Commander Major
General George W. Smythe engage in a four way
handshake symbolizing the joint effort in the Korean
War. Photo by Jarboe
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The UN Review at 3 ID HQ, April, 1953. The
Division Band on the far left ROK, Beigian, Greek and
American units in the division including a platoon of
the 5" RCT that had been recently attached to the
division. The formation extended as far to the right as
to the left. The flags of all Nations represented are
massed in the center with unit flags behind. You will
note that it was hard ro find a flat place in most of
Korea so even the Division Parade ground sloped

downhill! Photo by Jarboe
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Sector TOM Sector DIC T -
Sector HARRY Sector EAGLE'S NEST

THE DIFENDING SECTOR OF "CAN DO" REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM

Thefour DifensiveSectors TOM, DICK, HARRYandthe
NESTOF EAGLE..GEFhaddefendedll of them,oneat a
time.
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Regnard Addison (RAB) Burgess, Jr.

Kiesche Swamp
P. 0. Box 292
Joyce, LA 71440

17 April, 1999

| joined HeadquartersBattery, 39" Field Atrtill ery
Battalion around 13 May 1953 and was assignedto
LiaisonSectior#224(Greekinfantry Battalion)with the
150 U. S. Infantry Regiment.\We were over on the
easternside of Chorwon Valley. | think this was the
westernendof the 15" Infantryand3rd Infantry Division
sectorof responsibility.

Verlin E. Rogersandl camein the 39" FA Bn. andthe
Greekinfantry Bn. togetherWe wentout with combat
seasonethenfor abouttwo or threeweeks By thenwe
had proved out enoughto go out, just the two if us.
Rogershasa morelevelheadandl wasthewild one.By
thetime we gotto the Greekinf. Bn. on OutpostHarry
we werecombatveteransWe wereagoodteam.
OutpostHarrywasdifferentfrom anythingelse.Thedead
bodks, the smell the destruction.The Greek soldiers
probablysaidit best.fi Iwaslike beingsenttoh e IWe. ©
repairedand ran new telephonelines acrossthe flat
behindthe MLR and OutpostHarry. It seemslike we
wereon O.P.Harrytwo or threetimesadaywhile the
GreekBn. wasthereevenafterthesiegeendedl8 June
1953.Peten(3d) Companyof the GreekBn. wastherethe
lastnight of thesiege.1stLt. PeterB. MavridiesandCpl.
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Shawwerethe Recon.Team(F.O.)fromthe 39" FA Bn.
Theuniformsrottedoff of our backssincewed i dhav@ t
abathor changeof clothesfor aboutsix weeks.We had
better food being with the Greek Bn and we slept 45
minutesto anhourandhalf a night.

The siege stopped. The rain stopped. Only a few
incomingartillery, mortarroundsandsmallarmsfire. It
was almost pleasant.Then we went back to regroup,
retrain,rearm,etc..Howeverwed i dgetéheére.Instead
we went to Kumsung Valley. | went with Lt. Bitsis
Recon. Section (Forward Observer) with Nan (1s)
Companyof the GreekInf. Bn. On the way to Nan
Companyl carried batteriesto Peter Companyof the
GreekBn. As | wentto NanCompanyit becamevery
dark and | could hearthe Chinesetalking very close
around.|l pushedon and ran into a patrol of Greek
soldiersfrom O (2"d) CompanyAfter muchtalk theylet
mecomein. My knowledgeof theGreeklanguage s n 6t
thatgood,thenor now. PeterCompany hadlost contact.
Lt. Col. GeorgeKoumanakos(@reekinf. Bn. commander
andlstLt. PeterMavraidesLiaisonOfficer of Section
#244wereimpressedndput mein for the Silver Star
Medal.l receivedhe medalabouttwentyyearslater,no
orderswith it. It justcamethroughthe mail. | spentthe
rest of the night with O CompanyoftheGreek Bn. |
foundout | wasreportedmissingin action.| calledback
andgottheMIA reportstoppedoeforeit wassentto my
motherin Arkansas.
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The next morning | had a pleasantstroll over to fi N 0
CompanyGreekBn. Lt. Bistisandl wentoutthenext
day and called in somefire missions.He was then
satisfied couldperformasaforwardobserver.

The 30" Capitol ROK had runand left Kumsungand
Kumwhavalleysopen.After the CCF madea massattack
the555" AFA n. of the 5" RCT lost 16 of their 18 self
propelledgunsto the CCF. The CCFfired onuswith the
55h AFA guns(155mm)andammo.TheThird Infantry
division hadbeensentin to plug the breakthroughWe
heldthegrounduntil 27 July1953andceassfire.

0 NCompanyGreekBn. wassurroundedor six daysin
theKumsungValley. The GreekCaptainexclaimedi n o
surrenderFightto thelastma n@nthelastnighttheAir
Forcenapalmedhe CCFandwe walkedout. We ranout
of food andwaterbut hadplentyof ammo.Sometimes
everymanin thecompanywasfiring andthe Chinese
werefiring back.CCFbodieswerepiled upall around
thecompanyWe settledin a newpositionandl think we
stayedthereuntil theceasdire. After theceasdire we
wentbackto the GreekBn. we hadno detailor guard,
plentyof goodfood anddrink. It wasmy besttime in the
Army.

Thelastnight Col. Koumanakogalledmeoff to oneside
andtold mel would receivethe GreekWar Cross.In the
fall of 1953 we were told that PresidentEisenhower
w o u | ldtosdeteivethe GreekmedalsWe wentback
with HQ Btry 39" FA Bn. after the older (RA) Sgts



- 145-

rotatedhome. They took our hex tentsand put us in
squadents.Rogersandl madeCplin Oct1953andwere
laiaisonSgtsandl wasa forwardobservefromtimeto
time. Our menpulledall thedutydetailsandmorethan
their shareof guardduty. We went on field problems
with the GreekBn. andtherestof the 15" Inf. Regt.
Duringthewinter of 19531954 wentonfield problems
almostall or maybeall companie®fthe15" Inf. Regt.B
companyof the15h Inf. Wasonel remembewmwell. It was
awell runcompanyl alsoremembeK Companyof the
150 Inf. Olafl L eMiz& waslstSgt..We hadto marchan
extra20milesfor havingalatestart. Thiswastheonly
companythatmy ReconSectionwasdismissedandnot
askedf we neededransporttdon. | wastold it wasafirst
classcompanyin earliertimes.l wastheonly enlisted
manin our Bn. to haveto qualify onafiring rangeasa
forward observer.The rest of the FOs were officers
1st&2nd Lts).

The Greekswere brought up to regimental strength

that winter. | went with them on their first regimental
field exerciseasLiaison Sgt. They had two battalions.
The 3 Inf. Div. Or Corps or Army had a Bn. field
exercisethat winter. | went on this field problem with
both Greek Bnsand the 1st, 2nd and 39 Bns. Of the

150 Inf. Regt. The2ndBn 15" Inf. failedthis problem
andl wentwith themonthesecondry. TheC.O.of the
390 FA Bn. promotedhis jeepdriverto Lno. Sgt.in my
spot.In May 1954madeSgt. (E-5).
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In Junel954 | extendedmy Koreantour 30 daysand
madelLno. Sgt.Of Sectior#242,2d Bn 15" Inf. Regt.
Assignedo ChorwanCity. Themostlikely to behit first
if thewarwasrestartedWe hadrunoutof liaisonpeople.
| was offered 1st Lt. To extendfor ayear.l was also
clearedfor TopSecretAt thistimethe2nd Bn. wasvery
goodandsmoothrunning.l drewupthefire plans.They
wereapprovedandl setupthecommoandhadagood
runningsection, rotated(boardedatroopship)in Pusan
27 July 1954.My time with the four battalionsof the 15h
Inf. Forthemostpartwerevery hardandvery pleasant.
All we did washold our groundagainstanunbelievable
massof Chinesel havedonemanythingssincel left the
Army. Some well, somepoor. | am proud of being a
chartermemberof the OutpostHarry Survivors Assn.
Thehighesthonorbeingelectedoresidenof thissmall
elite orderbythemenl hadbeenin combatwith. In 1992
whenwewereorganizingthe OPHSAssn.,| becamea
chartermemberof the 150 Inf. Regt.Assn.Thiswasa
proudtime also.Bothgroupshaveincreasedn numbers
andmanygoodthingsandwill do evenbiggerthings.Let
usnotforgetthe Societyof the Third Infantry Division
gavebirth to bothof theseOrders We couldhavedoneit
anywaybutthis madeit mucheasier.

Copyright E 19982002 Korean War Veterans National
MuseunmandLibrary
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A

GEF LIAISON STAFF

Front Row Lto R: Pfc Capolas, Pyt Stamataky, Cpl Johns; Pfc Manolatos
Back Row: Lt Scamoutsos: Lt Hallls; Sgt Canhelles; Prc Stamatakis
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Bill Dannenmaier

(..l wantedto tell the storyof
thecitizensoldierin Korea,July 16,
1999)
Reviewer: William Dannenmaier
from Cumberland-urnace,
TennesseddSA We Were
Innocents Author'sComments:

In writing "We Were Innocents"|
wantedto describearmylife during
theKoreanconflict for manyof us, notjust for me. |
believel haveaccomplishedhis.

In the three months since publication| have received
aboutadozentelephoneallsfrom menwho "werethere"
aswell astwo or threefrom womenwho readthe book.
All of themenreportal akinshipin oneor moreof the
situationd reported.Two spokeof theirexperiencesn
merchanimarineships.Bothdescribedhefilth, onesaid
life preservergor theenlistedon his shipwereuseless
also. One caller, respondingto my descripion of our
monthlyshowerssaidhe couldremembetaughingand
saying, "three more showerstil 1 go home." An ex
lieutenantsaid he was trappedout in the open by
American artillery once also, and described his
experience. One caller askedif | knew the battle for
OutpostHarrywasclassifiedsecretuntil 1992,whena
groupof survivorsgotit declassifiedl don'tknowthat
thisis true,butit maybe.l haveoftenwonderedvhy
suchabloodyandvictoriousbattle,involving so many
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men,wasunknownwhenlessbloodyaffairswerehighly
publicized.

Severateadersandall of thewomen,commentedn
thehumor.l amglad.Thatis important.Forthosewho
lost,andlose,lovedonesin war, remembethatcombat
time is not all bad. There were times of laughterand
manyoccasion®f camaraderie- truly goodmomentsl
know it is painfulto losealovedoneor friend in combat,
in onestupidwar or anotherputdon'teverthink that
their situation was one of constantpain and horror. It
wasn't. This is nonfiction. | did my bestto write the
absolute,unvarnished truth. Someincidentsl wasn't
goingto includebecause didn'ttrustmy memory,but
foundevidencdor themin thelettersmy sistersaved|
have left out memoriesof other incidentsfor which |
haveno proof. Two newspapereviewershavefelt | had
no respecfor officers. Thatis nottrue.l hadnorespect
for anyone pfficer or enlisted who didn‘tdo hisjob, but
haveandhadonly the highestrespecfor officerssuchas
Lt.Brady, Lt. Rinklemeyer,Colonel Stillwell, Colonel
Akers, Colonel Koumanakosand Lt. Col Eisenhower,
who knewtheir men:whento encouragéhemandwhen
to ignore them. Lastly, the book is dedicatedto the
54,246 Americanswho died in Korea, the 103,284
woundedandthe 7000knownto havebeenprisonerof
war, half of whomdied. Any mistakesn thebookare
mine,nottheirs.
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INNOCENTS

AN INFANTRYMAN IN KOREA

William D.
Dannenmaier

William Dannenmaiein front of the
GreekBattalionCommandindPost.

Thefollowing pagesarefrom the bookof William D.
DannenmaiefWE WEREINNOCENTS"
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The Castleonthe ¢ ill page 119

.. Forthefirst time in my experienceve hadcompanyt n
addition to the scouts,this bunker houseda forward
observerfor theartillery, alongwith his aidesandother
occasionaguestsForexamplejt wasthe customof the
commandepf the Greekbattallion,Col. Koumanakoso
sleeps rthefront line whenhistroopswereonline. He
andhis staffwould comeforwardto the outpostat night,
returningto their battalionheadquarter® work during
theday. Thisresolveof the high-rankingGreekofficers
to exposdhemselveso thesamedangerastheir men
impressedme at the time and still impressesme. Our
squadhadnot seernits ownofficer upfront in thetwo
monthsthadbeenontheline. Sofar aswe knew, neither
had our other squadsseenhim. ¢ gseethe lieutenant,
someondadto drive backto regimentaheadquartergf
ourlieutenanineededo communicatevith us,heused
thetelephoneif it wasworking, or theradio.

Onthenightof junel17,atabout2;00A.M.. theChinese
Communistsrenewetheir massattacks.As the battle
beganthe Greeksangtheir nationalantheminitially, P
C o mp adeferesdeld,butthe Chinesavereableto
force their way into the trenchesfor handto-hand
fighting, atwhichthe Greeksexcelled N Companyalso
of the Greek ExpeditionaryForce, was sentto assist.
ColonelKoumanakostayedwith us,aswashis custom
when his men were on the line, and a visiting Greek
general spent the night on Outpost Harry. | d o n 6 t
remembehis name butl recallthathehada blackpatch
overoneeye.
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HEADQUARTERS
GREEK EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
GAPO - 5800

28 March 1953

%3 Lt John G. Beechler
Artillery FO "H" Company
39th FA Battaliom

APO 453

Dear Lieutenant Beechler,

It is not often that one can witness the close coordination and
cooperation present between the 15th Infantry Regiment and the 39th
Field Artillery Rattalion. This can be attributed to one principsl
factor; the combined efforts of each lndividusl doing his job
efficiently and conscientiously.

You as one of the integral component parts of the 3%th FA
Battalion has contributed imwensly to the forming of an effective
uwit., Your devoticn to duty; your competence as a field artillery
observer and your ability to associate willingly with all the menbers
of my Battalion in a friendly and compatable way is much to be com-
mended. The example that you have set is one that other officers
should st¥ive to achieve.

The men of tie GEF Batialion thank you for the coordinated'fire
that you have been able to procure #nd effectively employ during our
more dire moments.

In appreciation of your untiring efforts and loyal spirit, the
GEF Battalion cordially invites you to assemdble in the ranks of
notables that are now Honorary Nembers of the SPARTAN Battalion.

As & symbol of your Honorary Mewbership to our Battalion we
proffer 2 ilellenic Forces Pateh which we hope you will condescend to
wear proudly.

COMMANDING CBF



- 153-

DEPARTMENTOFTHE ARMY WashingtorD. C., 10
March1955
GENERALORDERS18

DISTINGUISHEDUNIT CITATION

CompanyK,15thinfantry Regiment,3dnfantry Division
(Third Award) is cited for extraordinaryheroismand
outstandingperformane of duty in action againstthe
enemyin the vicinity of SurangNI, Korea during the
period 10 Juneto 11 June 1953. Defendinga critical
sectorof thebattlefront,the companywassubjectedo
repeated attacks by numerically superior Chinese
Communist Forces. Enemy assaultsranging from
companysize to a reinforcedregimentwere directed
againstthe company'sposition in repeatedwavesin a
desperatattemptto takethecritical outpost(Harry). By
masdng his strengthin depth,theenemywasattimes
successfulin penetratingfriendly positionsbut was
consistentiypushedackby memberf thiscompany
following rigoroushandto handcombat.Onthe night of
10 June,a reinforced regiment, employing small arms
fire, automatioveaponsandgrenadesandsupportedy
20,000roundsof artillery fire andmortarfire, launched
the initial assaultof a seriesof new attackson the
position.Althoughhavingsustaineaver200casualties
intheir initial attemptto overtaketheoutposttheenemy
wasdeterminedo seizethekeyterrainatall costsand
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chargedepeatedlyhroughouthenight of 10 Juneand
thefollowing morning.Duringthe heightof the battlethe
trenchesttimeswereoverrun,but metwith theinspired
closein fighting of the beleagueredut courageous
membersof CompanyK, the enemywas ultimately
repelledfrom the position.Theextraordinaryheroismof
thememberof CompanyK, 15thinfantry Regiment3d
Infantry Division, in fulfilling their assignedmission
reflects great credit on themselvesand upholdsthe
highesttraditionsof themilitary service.

Louis Bravos and Martin Markley with 31D Flag Markley Donated to the OP
at the Mar 06 Meeting. Photo by Jim Jarboe.
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On Aug 26,2006,Col. Andreas Koumanakos
wrote to Mr Markley.:

Dear Martin.

Thank you for the remarkable correction. I had
noticed my error already because of an
argument | had with Mike Pagomenos. He insists
that there are mistakes in th e official

records. I dont agree with him because |
think we must accept the official papers as
correct.

This is why | asked you if there is any change
to the history of O.P. Harry. Well, | am a
ret. Colonel of Engineers Corp. and | stopped
to write to him for military subjects. Because

of ignorance of the Battalion during the
defense, he insists that P Company did the
whole job. Besides he has an unacceptable
opinion  for the battalion commander Lt Col. G.
Koumanakos.

By the way, did you meet Col. Koumanakos
personally?

Thanks Martin  for every thing.
Andreas Koumanakos

And thenMr. Martin Markleyanswered...

From: Martin Markley<m.markley@sbcglobal.net>
To: "AndreasKoumanakos<andreas@fastmail.ca>
Subject: Re:Info-2.

Date: Sat,26 Aug 200608:19:29-0700


http://fastmail.ca/cgi-bin/address.cgi?l=andreas&p=c2w81MLnqO10w684&dom=1&ver=EN&a=s&screen=addaddy&email=m.markley%40sbcglobal.net&id:firstname=Martin&id:lastname=Markley&rurl=%2fcgi-bin%2frequest.cgi%3fl%3dandreas%26p%3dc2w81MLnqO10w684%26dom%3d1%26ver%3dEN%26folder%3d-1%26a%3dvm%26message%3d45170482
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Dear Andreas,

| agree that official records should be
accepted. They may have errors but are written
by those in command who must at times rely on
Information from their  staff.

As you know each unit documents its actions.
Some are based on hearsay.

The Third Infantry Division was the first unit
to Hitler's Eagle Nest during WWII and is
documented in official reports at all levels.
However other units have claimed they were
their  first.

| did not have the honour of meeting your
uncle or many Greek soldiers. | have kept in
contact with Constanine  Pissiotas whom | met
while  we were in the Tokyo Army Hospital.

Best wishes,

Martin.

Martin Markleytodaywith his wife.
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Private First ClassJames"Red" Davis
E Company, Fifteenth Infantry Regiment,
Third Infantry Division

In May 1952,1 graduatedrom asmallcountryhigh
school near the town of Mount View, in southwest
OklahomaAt thetime, | hadlived my entirelife in a
farmingcommunitywith my momanddad,plusmythree
brothersandthreesistersl hadno ideahow muchmy life
would bechangedn the nexttwo yearsbythewarin
Korea.l spentthesummemvorkingonthefarmasusual,
but by fall, I wasripe for the draft. Then one day |
receivedmy draft notice,andon October23,1952,1 was
inductedinto the army. After basic training at Camp
RobertsCalifornia,thearmyshippedmeto Korea,where
| arrivedin May 1953.1 wasassignedo theFifteenth
Regimentin the Third InfantryDivision.

Actually, the Korean War was nealy over,
althoughtherewasno waywe could haveknownthis at
thetime. Forthepastyearor so,bothsideshadpretty
well stayedn theirtrenchesandthefighting wasseldom
on the front pagesof the newspapers.The truce
negotiatios hadbeenonandoff somuchnobodypaid
muchattentionto them.As it turnedout, the negotiating
teamswereactuallygettingcloseto anagreemenbythe
timel arrivedin Korea.At thesametime, thefighting
hadactuallypickedup. Mostof this fighting took place
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on"outposts,'ugly, treelessills andmountaindocated
well in front of our Main Line of Resistancg MLR).
While the Communistdostthousand®f mentrying to
captureheseoutpostsye alsolost of lot of mentrying to
defendthem.

OutpostHarrywastypicalof theseoutpostsandthe
Third Division wasassignedo defendthehill. | arrived
in Koreajustin time for the battle,whichwasoneof the
mostintenseof theentirewar (eventhoughthewar had
only afew monthsto go).

Whenl arrivedattheThird Division MLR in May
1953,1 couldeasilyseethe outpostto thenorthof our
line. A shorttime afterl arrived,l wasassignedo oneof
theunitson OutpostHarry. Rightawayl metmy sergeant
and my lieutenant,a LieutenantBrown. | will never
forgetwhatLieutenanBrown saidto methatnight: "We
will holdthis hill atall costs,evenif this meansyourlife.
If yourun, | will shootyouor someonelsewill.”
Therealbatte for OutpostHarry beganduringthenight
of Junel7/18,1953,whenthe Chinesemounteda major
attackonthehill. At thattimel wasstill onour MLR, but
notfor long. Within hoursl foundmyselfandabouta
dozenotherGlsin ahalf-trackheadedor thehill. It was
only abouta mile from our MLR to the backsideof
Harry, butit seemednuchlonger.Perhapsheincoming
mortarroundshadsomethingo do with this.

Harrywaslocatedin whatwascommonlyreferredto
as the "Iron Triangle" in Korea. This was an area
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approximatel\60 milesnorthof Seoulandwasthe most
directrouteto the SouthKoreancapital.OutpostHarry's
elevationwasaround1280feethigh andpositionedsome
320 yards south of a larger landmassoccupiedbythe
CCF(ChineseCommunist~orces)alled"StarHill" and
some425yardsnortheasbf United Nationspositions A
serviceroadthatwoundfromthe MLR (Main Line of
Resistancealonganintermittentstreamedto therearof
the outpostwhere a medical aid stationand a supply
point were located. The position contained a
communicationtrench line which ran from the supply
point forwardsome400yardsto thetop. At thatpoint,
thetrenchline joins anotheitrenchthatmakesa complete
loop (circle) aroundthe outpostwith anadditionalfinger
thatranalongthe eastridgeabout100yards.Thetrench
line was deepenoughto walk aroundthe perimeter
unseenby the enemy. It was fortified with reinforced
fighting bunkers, a command post and a forward
observatiorbunker.lt couldaccommodatapproximately
150infantrymen.
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Demetrios Papadopoulos
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OutpostHarry
Diary Accountof
Demetrios
Papadopoulos

. 2nd.Lt. Interpreter

oftheGreek
Battalion.Junell
toJune2l,1953

June 11,1953-
Thursday night

Ontheright flank
of our positions

the Chinese are
launchingaseries
of strongattacks.
It appears that

theywantto captureoutpostHarry. The othernight it was
realhell overthere!The Chineseaveremakingrepeated
attacksto obtain their objective. But when they were
almostontop of the outpostthe Americantroopsmadea
counterattackandfinally forcedthemto withdraw.
Whata caastropheThousandsf roundsof artillery,
mortarsandrocketfire werefalling from 2200hoursuntil
morning.Thelastwaveof the enemyattackwasmadeat
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0600 in daylight. But againtheChinesevererepdled
from the outpost.  Listen! Tonight the Chineseare
attackingagain.Theyaredeterminedo taketheoutpost.
But whatkind of hill is it? Fromour positionit seems
like an insignificant bald barrenhill that nothing or
anyonecould possibly live on or want to live on.
However, it has great tactical importanceso the 3rd
Infantry Division says It hasthe highestelevationin the
areaexceptfor the ChineseoutpostStarthatis just north
of Harryand is not much more than 300 - 500 yards
away.

| amafraidthatthe Chinesearegoingto besuccessful
and take outpostHarry tonight. Yesterdaythe 15th
Infantry Regimenthad200deadandwoundedsoldiers
andtheChinesdostanestimatedl500troops.A very
bloodyaffair anda high priceto payto preserveHarry.
Thesearchlightsareilluminating thewholevicinity of
Harry. Theartillery batterieshaveturnedthis nightinto a
disaster! don'thearanythingelsebutthecontinuougoar
of theartillery fire. At thismomentl wonderhow many
Americansareholdingtheir chestsaandscreamingn pain
andclosingtheir eyesleavingtheir souls- to fly to noone
knows...However theyarefighting againscommunism.
TheUnitedNationsforceshavecomehereto keepthis
countryfree.It is emotionako seeAmericansGreeks,
Belgians, Frenchmen, Ethiopians and many others
fighting shouldetto shouldemunderthesameflag! How
couldl recordthesehorrible eventsamidstthecontinuous
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herof exposionsandthewhistling of shellsandshrapnel
knowingthatmenaredying atthis verymoment,n order
to readit backlike anold phonographvhenl 6amold
man?But whataml sayingVho knowsif | will bealive
tomorrow...It would be betterfor meto say... Thank
Godfor keepingmealive onemoreday!

June 15,1953- Monday morning

Terrible newshascometo our battalionthis morning.In

a few hourswe are leaving our presentpositionsto
defendoutpostharros.(in Greeklanguagehe nameof
deathis "harros."so theGreek soldierspronouncehe
Harryas"harros"andtheywereusingit asajoke.)

Two Americanbattalionsverepracticallydecimatedy
thecontinuousattacksoy the Chineseandnow it is our
turnto defendtheoutpost Every night for thepastfive
nightsthe Chinesehavelaunchedawful attacks All of
the Americancompaniesentto defendtheoutposthave
suffered almost total destruction. There is great
possibilitythatl might bekilled onthis Godforsaken
Koreanhill. Perhaps will havethe samebadluck as
hundredsof Americanshavehad.lt is difficult for meto
think thatmy lastbreathalive will be herein FarEastso
distant from my homelandand my family. Is that my
Destiny? All of usareveryanxiots.| canseein theeyes
of my comradepalefacesaswell ascoolandhardened
onesWe know verywell thattomorrowwe shallhavea
lot of casualtiesWe aregoingto arealslaughterto a
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realexecution..maytheBlessedvirgin Mary keepus
wel | é

June 17th 1953- Wednesday

| am at the bottom of OutpostHarry. Yesterdayour
company'C" wentupontheoutpostWe arereadyto
reinforce them with a counterattackif the Chinese
approachhetopof theoutpost.Lastnighttherewasno
attack.Yesterdayhe M-39 carrierswerebusycarrying
out dead American troops. Our soldiers found them
amongthedeadChinesewvho weretrying to evacuatehe
trenchesandthedestroyedunkersn theforwardareaof
theoutpost.This musthavemeantthatbrutalhandto-
handcombattook placein this forwardareal sawtwo
dead American soldiersin a carrier. The one was
disfiguredbutthe otheroneseemedo measif hewere
sleepingHewasprobaly killed aboutanhourago.If
only theirpoorparentknewweretheir sonsarelying
now... TheAmericanengineerstheKoreanlaborsand
our soldiersare working hard on the hill to openand
repairthenewbunkers An houragol hada shortcall
from Jimmy (interpreteof "C" Company.Hetold me
"The odor of dead Chineseis making us faint" the
situation is indescribable All is in ruins and deathis
everywhere.Tomorrowor thedayafteris my turnto go
up on the outpast. It might be the last time | will be
writing in my diary. | have never beenin such great
dangerin my wholelife asl havebeenfor thepastfew
days."May Godforgive me,His will bedone".
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June 21,1953- Sunday night

| am in aC.P. bunkeron top of OutpostHarry. | am
writing in thelight of asmallcandle It's aquietnight, so
| have the chanceto describe the facts from the
beginning sinceJunel8th.Fortunatelywe didn'tface
anyotherChineseattackghelastthreenights.During
thistime ourfingeris alwaysonthetriggerandwe are
waiting... Fromtime to timethe Chineseemembeus
and they send mortar roundsin on our positionsand
bunkersl amquite surethesedaysarethe mostcritical
of my life. Theywill beunforgettableVery few people
haveseersuchhorriblesights..  Last Wednesdaynight

our battalion fought bravely against the Chinese.
Especiallycompany"C" as they fought handto-hand
combatwith theenemy(Iln Greekwe call it abody-to-
bodycombat.)Threeplatoonsof company'A" and"B"
reinforcedtheeffortsof Company'C" to drive theenemy
outof thetrenchesWe had6 deadand21 woundedand?2
woundedplatoonleadersAt 1300hourson Junel8hwe
got in carriersand we startedmoving to the top of
OutpostHarry.| whispereda prayer.l amsurethatthe
othersdid thesame The M39 personnetarrierroarslike
a lion threateningthe Gods and the devils (Greek
expression) It wantsto scarethe barbariansthe evil
Chinesdor thedestructionwhichtheycausedisandour
Americanfriends.Hereit is!! Theoutpostis in front of us
andnearus!! Thereis notonetreestandinglt hasablack
colorbecaussdt's beenpouncedbythousandsf rounds
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of explosivesWe got off thecarriersandstartedupthe
trench line quickly. We are sweatingprofusely as the
trenchline up Harryis very steepWhenwe arrivedatthe
C.P.burkerit's agroundholewith afew piecesof wood
andsandbagswhenl gotinto thebunkerl noticedmany
marks all aroundthe wood and the bagsthat were
probablytheresultof handgrenaddragmentsPerhaps
Chinesahrewthegrenaden oneof the previousnights
of fighting. ImmediatelyCaptainJannetosghe American
forwardobserve2ndLt. Morris andl startedwalking
andbendingdownalongthetrenchline in orderto make
ourfirst reconnaissancef thevicinity. "Oh my God,how
couldl court thedeadChinese?bodiesareeverywhere.
A dozenof themarepinneduponthebarbedwire in
different positions, which indicated their efforts to
approachand destroyour machinegun positionsand
bunkers Fortunatelypurwell armedForcereapedhem
down as though they were ears of wheat! (Greek
expressionjhe stenchof thedecomposedeadChinese
is unbearableParticularly in the north forward area
wherethe menof the 1stPlatoorwereworking to open
thedestroyedtrenchesandbunkersThe soldiershadto
cover their noseswith kerchiefsto protectthemselves
fromtheodor. In theforwardnortherntrenches could
seehalf buriedChineseastheirarmsandlegswerenot
coveredwith soil. Their rifles, swordsand capswere
mixedwith helmetsgclothesor bagsof ourtroops.Again,
it's theresultof handto handcombat. noticedonedead
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Chinesenextto me.Hewasjustaboy, 17to 18 yearsold
with his hair cut very shortandvery skinny. He hada
serief bulletholesaroundhis waistandwascarryinga
smallbagof boiledrice. Evidently,it washisonly food.
Youthis dyingonbothsides...Youngmenareleaving
theirsoulsto fly to theheavensSoearly,sountimely.
"God bemerciful to me,| don'twantto leavemy strong
andyoungbodyto be buriedonthisdamnhill”... The
iluminating shells are falling continuouslyin order to
warn us in timeof an enemyapproachand asurprise
attack. The United Nations hawe trustedthe valuable
outpostHarryin our handsbecausé¢heybelievethatwe
aregoodfightersasourancestorsvere.Forthisreason
we mustholdthis "belovedhill* regardles®fthecostof
bloodof thelossof life. It's 0300in themorning.| feel
tiredandmy eyelidsareheavy.Thedaybreaks coming
in two hours.Only thenwill 1 will beclosingmy eyesto
takeanap.ThankingGodfor aquietnight...
DemetriousPapadopoulos

FstLieutenanGreekArmy
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Spyros Zisimopoulos.

Spyros  Zisimopoulos
_ ‘ went in Korea with 14th
mission voluntarily and he
served there as a master
sergeanbf the2ndcompanyof
| the Greek Battalion. On this
| time CommandingOfficer of
GEF was Lt Col George
Koumarakos.
Mr. Zisimopoulostoday, has
the rank of Lt Colonel, he is
married and has a son who is also married. With
unmistakablemotionherememberetheeventofthe
timehewasservingin Koreaandhenarrates:

A n 19531 servedaspemanenimastersergeanandl
askedo beincludedin the 14thmissionof completion
the GreekBattalionin Korea.My requestvasapproved
andaftershortbriefing we left by boatfrom PiraeusOur
trip to Koreaandwe arrivedto Pusarharborof Korea.
Fromtherein military vehiclestheybrought us to the
MLR, wherewe arrivedon April 4,1953.Thisyear,the
frontierwasstabilizedandall theallied unitswereon
defendingoperationsalongtheii Mi s slioeu r i 0
At that time, Greek Battalion was attachedto the15h
regiment3 Infantry DIV, andhadasmissionto defend
thesectorof i T HEEA G L BENGESS Tirotheregimental
Sectoronourleft therewerethreemoresectorknown
with thenamesTOM, DICK andHARRY. Onthemiddle
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of Maywe movedfrom SectorTHEE A G L EN&ESTto
SectoDICK. Herethe mostof thetime, we hadto dig
andimproveourtrenchesandthepositionsof our guns.
Our CO ColonelG. Koumanako$ada closesupervision
on us and he was very respectabldgo his Americans
comrades.as he was a newly graduatedof the USA
Schoolof Staff College.He wasgreatlyappreciatedrom
his superiorCommandergor his knowledgeandhiswar
experienceRegimentalCommandeAkers,usedto call
himin . .eaxyl e. 0

At that time there were negotiationsand a ceasefire
agreementvasto besignedonJuly 27, soNorthKoreans
and their allied Chinese,continuedattackingto our
positions,in orderto removeMLR towardssouth.There
wasaninformationthattheywould try to conquersome
Out-Post=f ourline. Chineseusedto attackduringthe
night. OnDick SectorGreekbattalionfacedsuchhostile
attacksn 6 and10of June,1953with avictory overthe
Chinese.

Thesameday(Junel0, 1953)whenthe battleof Greek
battalionwasover,we heardthat Chinesehadcaptured
O.P.Harry.CompanyK 15" rewasontheO.P.Harry
thatnight. As | heardlater,therewereonly 75 soldiersto
manthe Outpost Americantroopscounterattackingnext
morning recapturedHarry but Chinesecontinuedto
attackthefollowing threenightsagainstO.P.Harrywith
astrengthof threebattalionseacg time
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This persisteneffort of Chineseo conquerthe Outpost
wascalledlateri Si ef@BHar ry. o

The next two nights Chinesereturnedwith a small
strengthof a Companynotto conquethe OPHarry of
courseputto gatherthe bodies otheirdeads.

On June 150, Col. Akers called our Battalion
CommandeandhadalongdiscussionAfter thatLt Col.
Koumanakogalledto BattalionCPtheofficersandnon
commissioneafficersandsaidthat .wedremovingfrom
sectorDICK to defendsectorHarryo | remembehim, to
explainusthathedeniedto sendonthe OPHarryonly a
rifle CompanyandheaskedheentireGreekBattalionto
assumethe defenseof the entire sectorHarry. It was
acceptecndthe he hadchangedhedefendingplansand
thefire planfor theentiresectorHarry.

Next morning, all the units of GEF mannedthe
positionstheywereassignedo go. Theplanwassimple
but clever.Onecompanyon OPHarry,two Companies

H Mayxn oro Topéa Xappu

17/18 louviou 1953
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left andbehindanda HeavyTankPlatoonattheright. He
broughtthe.50M. gunsonthe Outpostandsupportedhe
barbedwire aroundthe Outpostimprovedtherootsof
tanksandmainly hewasawarefor hisflanks.Inthe16
and17thJuneChinesealid not attackandwe hadthetime
to organizetheseworks.We hadconsiderabldelpfrom
theAmericancrewof E n g i nGorp andagplatoonof
Koreanworkers.

In 01.00hoursof 18 JuneChinesestartedheir attack
with two Battalionsthat attemptedat their methodto
overflow us from the sides. But our Commander
vindicated.Chineseveremurderedoy thefiresof heavy
machinegunsthatKoumanako$adputeverywhereThe
third enemy battalion acting foreheadhad the same
chanceChinesespentunderthe Greekfire two anda half
hoursto approachour barbwires.Then, Koumanakos
orderedhetwo companiedrom left andTankPlatoon
from right to counterattack. The Chinesehad been
surprisedtheywerereversedlsotheywithdrawn.

The battle kept until the 04.00 hours of June18"..
Chineseoccupiedthat somethinghad changedin the
sectorHarryandthattheycould notovercomehenceforth
for theychangedglacefor neweffort. Thenightof 17/18
of Junel953will remainto meunforgetable.
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Lt Gen.PerimenisMichael.

Lt General. Michael
Perimenis.He was a
First Lt in Korea and
was chargedwith the
G3 Office and active
Adjutant of GEF
Commander Lt Col.
GeorgeKoumanakos.

A arrivedin Koreaon Octoberl952andleft this country
on July1953. During the battle of GEF at the Sector
Harrythenightof 17/18of Junel9531 wasbesidethe
Commanding Officer of GEF Lt Col. George
KoumanakosFor us,the Greekswe considerthe battle
of Harry, as a battle that fought the whole Greek
Battalion,all overthe Sectorof Harryandnotonly the
Peter Company(Third Company)hat was assignedo
defendthehill 420.
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Harrywaslocatedin whatwascommonlyreferredto as
the"lron Triangle"in Korea.OutpostHarryis positioned
some400yardssouthof alargerlandmas®ccupiedoy
the CCFcalled"StarHill" with elevationaround60 feet
lower. Of coursethehill 420is some400yardsnorthern
of MLR butandthe othertwo outpost{TOM andDIC)
arebeyondMLR. O.P.HARRY wasconnecteavith a
serviceroadwith theMLR andanintermittentstreamed

to therearof the outpostwherea medicalaid stationand
P - -

e ~

KOREA, JUNE 1053 _ -
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Sector TOM Sector DIC Alsd
Sector HARRY Sactor EAGLE'S NEST

THE DIFENDING SECTOR OF "CAN DO™ REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
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a supplypoint were located. The position containeda
communicationtrench line which ran from the supply
point forwardsome400yardsto thetop. At thatpoint,
thetrenchline joins anotheitrenchthatmakesa complete
loop (circle) aroundthe outpostwith anadditionalfinger
thatranalongthe EastRidgeabout100yards.Thetrench
line was deepenoughto walk aroundthe perimeter
unseenby the enemy. It was fortified with reinforced
fighting bunkers, a command post and a forward
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observatiorbunker.lt couldaccommodatapproximately
120-130infantrymen.

Thereg. 15" DefenceSectoron ShorworArea
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Theabovepicturewastakenfromtheinternetandwasposted
by an Americansoldier,whohadservedonthehill 420..

The Sector Harry and the plan of the battle as it was
desighnedromLt General MechaelPerimenis



-177-

The15h of Junewasaquietdayontheoutpostandthe
companyA, elementsof Company'B", 10th Engineer
(C) Battalion,wereableto evacuate¢he casualtieand
repairthedamageso thetrenchesandbankerspnthe
hill. The sameday, GEF was orderedto move from
SectoDIC to SectorHARRY. Col. Koumanakosssued
thenecessargrdersandat 0930hoursof Junel6, we
reportedto the Regimentresponsibilityfor defenceof
SectorHarry. OntheHill 420CompanyP wasassgned
to defenceheO.P.Harry.

Thetwo first days16 and17 of Junepassedvithoutany
significantaction,permittingmuchneedecengineemwork
ontheoutpostto beaccomplishedyy Company'P", a
platoonof the AmericanbattleEngineer8Battalionanda
platoon of Catousa. These repairing works were
supervisedby the Greek Eng. Officer Major John
Scoutaris.

After themidnightof 17" of Juneatthe 0052hoursof
18h of June,the Chinesestartedto approach,moving
throughtheirownandfriendly artillery andmortarfire to
attack Outpost HARRY from the northeast and
northwest. Thenthe friendly planof fire startedandthe
enemystopped.But theywere decidedto proceed.At
0240 theenemyattackedromthe northunder intense
artillery and mortar fire. The CCF were using the
trencheson the northernslope at 0313. Ourmachine
gunsandmortarsdonateddeathto theunlucky CCF.But
in spiteof our firestheycontinuedo proceedAt 0345
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hours they reachedthe barbedwire. At that time the
Battalion CommanderLt Col KoumanakosGeorge
orderedhecounterattack.Two rifle companiesromthe
left ( A MdA OafS p a r Brgandodeplatoonof
HeavyTanksfrom theright, rushedo the battlefield and
a bitter handto hand fighting ensuedwith the enemy
outsidethe barbedwire. By 0400hourstheenemywas
repelledandwasforcedto withdraw. Thewholeattack
lastedireehours.Theenemyd i dpuotbigfootin the
trenchesof the O.P. Harry. The whole fighting was
outsidethe barbedwire. All the battalionparticipatedo
the fight. It was an areadefenseon Harry Sectorof
Spartangattalionandnotadefenseof the Conpanyi P 0
onthehill 420.Thisis why GEFwon. Whatcoulddo
Company P/15 alone? Company fi P wvas never
dispatchedas Skaltsasand Pagomenosay. From the
morningof Junel@h thatour battalionwasassignedo
defendSectorHarrywe facedthe enemyasfollow:
16June Negative
16-17June Negative
17 June Negative
18June A CCFregiment.

| attendecadocumentethatdid Mr. Mike Pagomenos,
son of GeorgePagomenoswho was on the hill 420
during the battle of Harryand | d o na@rée with that
entiresaidcaptainSkaltsasandGeorgePagomenoslhe
hill 420wasneverabandonedby Americantroops.When
the Greekswventonthehill (Junel6,1953)therewas
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Major Denisorwith CompanyA. Also thereweremenof
EngineerCorp repairingthe damage®f thefortification
works,oneplatoonof KATUSA andtwo carriers.Also,
from early the morning of June 15, the CO PC was
connectedvith landtelephondines.l d o rki@owwhy
Mr. Pagomenosaysall thatunhistoricathings.

| haveacopyof therecordof G2andG3 of the 150
Regiment,where are written minute by minute all the
daysof the battle,from 1stof Juneto 30 of Junel953.

. Y \{."_, N %\ \,.
(The photo belongs to Chic Pellegrini and showsthe eag
slope of OutpostHarry looking north toward Star. The CCF
trenchfrom Staris clearly shownin thisview.)

No CCFsteppedn thetrencheof O.P.HARRY. There
wasnotanybodyto bodystrugglein the OPtrenches.
Everythingthatis saidor writtenonthis subjectis only a
stylistic expression.CCF usedthe trench line of the
northern slope excavatedby themselvesand was
connectingOP Harry, with STARandOLD CHARLIE.
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Thetrenchlinel talk aboutcanbeseerclearlyin the
previouspicture.Suchtrenchlineswerecoveredoy fires
of theallied artillery aswell asby our heavymortars.
Trenchedike that,werethetrapsthatthe Commanding
Officer of GEFLt Col. Koumanako$adforesenfor the
comingCCF,andnotonly.

The Greek Battalion Commander Lt Col.
Koumanakos never ordered Capt. Skaltsas to
withdrawal. He had no reason to do that. He had
foreseenwhat CCF could do and he waswaiting. And
as soon as CCF reached the barbed wire, Lt Col
Koumanakos ordered the counter attack with the
reservecompaniesfrom the left and with the heavy
Tank Platoon from the right and repelled them back.

Here | have to mentionthe substantialand effective
contributionto thevictory of GEF,of themenof USA
EngineerdArmy whoworkedonthehill 420,aswell as
the men of the American Heavy Tank platoon, the
artillery observersthe menof communicationandthe
menof theRegimentalS3Sector.

MichaelPerimens
Ret.Lt General,GreekArmy.
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The USA EngineersCorp helpedeffectively
for the victorious outcomeof the battle on
HARRY

Thisgroupof 10thEngineerdoughton OP Harry
alongsidethelnfantry, aswell aspreparing
bunkersdiggingtrenches|aying minesandbarbed
wire. ChicPelligrini, Ernie Kramer,FrancisRiley
(OPHSAVP), Rubin(Ruby)Baum(Medicattached
tothe10th)andRayAnderson.
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Ernie Kramer

Combat

Whataninterestingword. Whataninterestingconcept.
Before | was engagedin combatin Korea during the
night of 12 - 13 June1953,1 had only heard of the
combatexperiencesf others.Until thatnightwasended,
| had no way of knowing what a personal,singular,
uniqueactivity combatwould befor me.Neitherdid |
haveawarenesthatmemoriesof thatnight on Outpost
Harrywould live within me for decadeswould cause
suchoverwhelmingterrorandpainwhentheyrevisited
my conscioughought- regardles®f how mucheffort
wasputinto notthinking abouttheevents.

The year was 1953 earlyin Januaryhen | landedin
Inchonandthenproceedeadhorthbyrail, truck, andfoot
to areplacementlepot.Shortlythereafter] wasassigned
to the 10th EngineerCombat Battalion somewhereon
line andfinally to asquadof BakerCompanyCompany
B). Within two hours after arriving, | was driving a
"deuceandahalf" (2 1/2 tontruck) with aconvoyof
severalothertruckshaulingdirt to aforwardposition.
The blacknessof the night was eerie and | had never
beforefollowedtiny cat'seyestaillights of thetruckin
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front of mine.l hadno ideawherel was,wherewe were
going,or wheremy Companyareawas.

| dumpedmy loadof dirt andwasaboutto lowerthe
truckdumpbedandfollow theothertrucksoutof the
area.We had dumpedthe dirt within a few yards of
several large rocket launch vehicles which at that
momentfired theirrockets. 1 hadneverseerthatkind of
armamentin basictraining. The surpriseof firing, the
noise, the light, smoke,and heat of the launch really
unnervedmesomuchsothatl drovewith my dumpbed
up in the raised position for a couple miles before |
realizedit. | wasreallyrattledtrying desperatelyo keep
upwith thosetiny cat'seyetaillights of thetruckin front
of me.

| wasavery confidentyoungmanupto thatpoint, but|
knewthenl hadlearnedanimportantlessomaboutself
controlandvulnerability. Fromthatmomenton, | paida
greatdealof attentionto details.

| truly lovedthework of the CombatEngineersl worked
without takingbreaksmuchto theannoyancef other
guysin my squad.This wasnevera matterof trying to be
different,but simply that, beforeenteringthe Army, | had
nevertakenbreaksandl wasnotaboutto do something
thatl didn'tfeeltheneedfor andwhich| considerec
wasteof time.

Duringthewinter, | wasonanassignmentvith asmall
crewto repairtheroadapproacho abridgeoverariver
(nameunknown/notremembered)Theriver wasfrozen
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from shoreoutto about50 yardsto openwater.Ourwork
wasdoneandwe joinedsomeGreeksoldiersattheriver's
edgeto sayhello.

Thesesoldiers had built a saunainside the back of a
deuceanda half andhadit fired upreally hot. Theyhad
anoil fired stoveinsidethetruck andthe heatpipegoing
outupthroughthetruck'scanvagopwascherryred,but
functional.l acceptedheirinvitationto join them.Even
thoughit wasquitecold outside | wassweatsoakedrom
working, so the idea of a saunareally soundedgreat.
After aboutahalf hourinsidethetruck, | told theml was
goingoutto roll aroundin thesnow,buttheyhada better
idea. One of the Greek soldiersran aheadwith two
grenadesndblewahugeholein theice neartheshore.
Mostof usjumpedinto thewaterandthis wastheendof
thebestsaund havesinceenjoyed.

| knew at that momentthese Greekswere great guys.
Sometime laterwhentheweathehadwarmed, was
temporarilyassignedo a Greekoutfit for acoupledays.|
hadexpertiseén demoliion andwasassignedo assistn
buildinga 105mm howitzerfiring positionatthefront
sideof thehill for directpoint blankfiring attheenemy.
TheGreeksoldiersandl hadgreatfun building thatfiring
position.l neverdid seethe howitzerfire at theenemy,
but heardaterthatthe effort metwith somesuccess.
Enemyforces were close, but inactive. Theycould be
seenby nakedeye digging out their trench lines with
shovelsimmediately following a 7 to 8 hour air and
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artillery strikeontheir positiondirectlyin front of the
Greekposition.l wastold thattheenemywasreluctantto
encounterGreek forces becausethe Greekswere such
fierceandcourageoufighters.l foundnoreasorto doubt
that.

As| recall,only two of the GreeksoldiersspokeEnglish,
their commander(a Colonel, | believe) and the mess
Sergeantl had no problem communicatingwith the
Greek soldiers- thecommonlanguageve sharedvas
handsignsandpig-English- very effective.

| did notice same differences in attitude between
AmericanandGreekforces.l thoughtGreekswverevery
casual in presenceof the enemy. American forces
generallyobservedsomeprecautiongarmouredvestsand
helmes alwayswornwithin sightof enemyforcesand
only in smallgroupsbecausdargegroupsof Glsseemed
to drawmortarfire.) The Greekswveremuchmorerelaxed
in theirconductseemingonly to disperseandto wear
helmetsandarmouredvestsif theywereunderfire.

At aboutmiddayatthefirst dayof assignmentvith the
Greekforce, mostof uswereonthebacksideof thehill
awaiting the noon meal. That is when | met themess
Sergeantand had the pleasureof enjoying one of the
finestmealsl hadeatenn Korea.Long lineswereformed
aswe pickedupourfoodtraysandmealsfromthe mess
trailerwhichthe MessSergeanhadbroughtupfrom a
rearareaWhatabanqueteachmangothalfaroasted
chickentwo loavesof breadstill hotfromtheoven,fresh
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greensaladandfruit (I hadn'tseerthatfor weeks)and
steaminghot, strong, delicious coffee. We all went
throughthechowline andgatheredn groupsof 10to 15
to thoroughlyenjoythe meal.My thoughtatthetime was
- it's nowonderthesearegreatguys- theyeatlike kings.
Thiswasmy expediencevith the Greekforcesin Korea.
| remainproudto havehadthe opportunityto servewith
them.Eventoday,whenl eatin a Greekrestaurat or
whenl meetsomeoneitherfrom Greeceor with Greek
heritage,| reflect on and | oftenmention my personal
respectand high regardheld for the courageousffort
madein Korea by this small nation's great senseof
commitmento humanity.

And now - to myrecollectionof onenight of combat At
thecloseof anuneventfuldayaftertheeveningmealin a
rearcompanyareaof the 10thEngineeitCombatBattalion
somewheran Korea, my SquadLeader, AsburyCole,
told mevolunteersverebeingsoughtfor adetailin front
of OutpostHarry. Of coursd volunteered | volunteered
for everythingasayoungman.Approximatelyl3 of us
from BakerandCharlieCompaniesvereto lay atriple
belt antipersonnelminefield to slow down enemy
personnelnticipatedo againattackOutpostHarry. We
weretold thatthe 15thRegimentheldthe OPonthenight
of the10thandhadsustainedigh casualtiesTherewas
allegedlylessactivity from theenemyonthenight of the
11thandthe expectationwasthattheywould strikeagain
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in forceonthenightof the12th.If we couldlay theseAP
mines,it would detertheadvancesxpectedhatnight.

Thus,ourforceof 13 CombatEngineerg?2 officersand
11 enlistedmen)proceededo the OP.| wasnotaware
thatwe hadanyofficerswith usonthatassignmentput
learnedof it manyyearslateruponreceivingacopyof
the Morning Report of the 10th Engineer Combat
Battalion from 10 Juneto 20 June53. That repat

(Thephotois usedcourtesyof Chic Pellegriniandshowsheeast
slopeof OutpostHarry looking Northtoward Star. TheCCFtrench
from Staris clearly shownin this view.)

indicateghatof this groupof 13 Engineers4 enlisted
menwerekilled thatnightand?2 officersand? enlisted
menwerewounded We weretransportedo the OP by
armouredoersonnetarriers.Therewereapproximately
1012 Katusagmemberof the KoreanServiceCorps,
non military Korean men aged36 to 50 yearsof age
conscriptedo assistUN Forces mostlymanuallabour.)



THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE - 188-

The Katusas assisted us that night in carrying
antipersonnefinesto thesite.
Armouredpersonnetarrierscouldno longerreachour
positionto evacuateéhe Engineerdetailandwe weretold
thatwe would staythe night andfunctionasinfantry.
Since the enemywas anticipatedto attack, as was
customary, during early hours of the morning, we
proceeded to ground in front of OP Harry at
approximately1830hours.Beforeall AP minescouldbe
laid andarmed we werereceivingsmallarmsfire of a
largeforcefrom positionsto thenorthwestnorth,and
northeastof our position, so we withdrew to the OP.
Shortlythereafterasmall forceof enemymanagedo
gainthetrenchesnthesouthapproactio the OP after
thehill receivedenemyfire. mortarandartillery
LieutenantJlamesN. EvanscommandingCompanyA,
5thRegimentalCombatTeam,whichoccupiedOP Harry
during thenight of 12 - 13 Junel953,recallsthatduring
the night, there suddenlyappearedn the command
bunkera Lt. Colonel of the I0th EngineerCombat
Battalionaskinghim, "... if therewasanythinghe( the
Engineerstoulddoto hep."
| wasin thetrenchonthesoutherrapproacho the OP
when the enemy soldiersfirst appearedhaving come
throughartillery fire (I assumehroughtheir ownfire.)
Theenemy(l wasto learnweekslaterin anarticlel read
in an army hospita) were membersof the 8th CCF




- 189-

(ChineseCommunistForces.)We thought we were
fighting NorthKoreans.

| recall vividly their black pyjamalike uniforms and
blackflat basebaltaps.Thefirst 3enemyl sawsuddenly
appeare@ttheeastedgeof thetrenchimmediatelyabove
me.| wasstill hunkereddownasdeepin thetrenchasl
could get during the incoming artillery and mortar
barragel half expectedheywould appeasoonbecause
you could clearly hear shouts and thoseterrifying,
infernalwhistlesnearbyjust momentsefore.

It took meonly amomentto realizethatl hadto fire -
thiswastheenemy- thatis whathadto bedoneor die for
hesitatingl hadborrowedacamouflagedhelmetanda
carbinefor this missionfrom my squadeaderAsbury
Cole.l havewonderedor decade# heeverfoundout
his helmet and his carbine were blown apart and
destroyedbnmethatnight.| havetried to find him for
years- unsuccessfully.

| had3 doubleclips of ammunition(atotal of 90 rounds)
for myweaponandl fired 15roundsatthese3 soldiers.
Theytumbledinto thetrenchalmostontopof meandl
immediatelyunloaded,reversedthe clip, and fired 15
more roundsinto their spasticbodies. They were all
immediatelystill - nomovementtall - verydead My
first thought was that my ammo would not last if |
continuedto fire at this rate. | hadto gain control of
myself.
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Therewere3 youngsoldiersdeadat my feet- dead
becausé killed them.Theywerethefirst humanlivesl
hadcausedo end.Theylookedsoyoung.Wherewere
theiruniforms?Whereweretheir weapons7Theycarried
no guns- onehadashortstick. Why weretheywearing
thoseold fashionedubbersneakersntheirfeet?ls this
what the enemyused insteadof combatboots?How
couldkidsthatyoungbeinvolvedin thisgrisly business
of killing? Neverthelesgheywereverydead. expected
morewould come.But when?
| attachedmy bayonetand doublecheckedhatit was
securel againthoughtaboutthose3 deadenemiesl felt
noworsethanwhenl killed ducks,geeserabbits,crows,
squirrels pheasantor grouseyearsearlier. Thiswasthe
sameproaess- exceptthattherewasno time for stalking,
takingsureaim, or hopingfor achanceat a secondshotif
thefirst onemissed.
| wassurprised hadno sensef regretor sorrow- this
hadto bedone.l movedafew feetawayin thetrenchand
therewere3 moresoldiersstanding/crouchingtthetop
of the eastsideagain.Theyjumpedinto thetrenchright
onme.| fired oneshotinto theoneon my left. Theshot
wentlow into his neckandl cansometimestill hearthe
loud gurglingsoundhe madefor awhile. As | movedmy
carbineto theright, thesecondsoldierfell right untomy
bayonetl wasknockedto my kneesThethird soldier
landedon my shouldersandback.We fought,punched,
wrestled and scrambleduntil his neck snappedoudly
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whenl slammedhis headinto thesideof thetrench.l
scrambledackto thesecondyookwherel hadlost my
weapon.My bayonethad penetratedhe centre of his
chestand he was still drapedover it - twitching and
dying. | rolled him overandtriedto retrievemy weapon.
| couldnot pull my bayonetut of his chest evenby
standingon histhroatandpulling ashardasl could.|
fired afew roundsinto hischestworkedthebayonetup
and down, and was able to retrieveit. The bladewas
clean.Thatmademegagandwretch.l did notthrowup. |
hadto conservemy ammo.l still had3 full 15roundclips
and part of another.| still had not thrown my 3 frag
grenades onewasoneachshoulderandoneat my right
hip.

And then- nothing.Thiswasscary.Wherewerethey?l
lookedat my watchandit wasallittle before2300hours.
Therewasstill dirt sothick in theair you couldbarely
breatheor see.Listen- harderDon'tmove.Don'tmakea
sound. Listen again Where are they? Where was
everyoneelse Wasthereanyoneelse AWhereListen!
Whathappenedo thetrenchat wasdeepedownbelow
- shallowerahead.Wait. Listen. No voices. Who is
moaningVhereis it comingfrom?Enemy?riendly?
MoaningstopsWhatin hell is thatGl doinglaying upan
topof thewestsideof thetrenchaheadMaybehe'shurt -
checkit out- maybehe needshelp."Hey, buddy,areyou
all right?Getdownin thetrench™o answerQuiet. A
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flash.His right armis hangingdowninto thetrench- he's
Negro- washewith us?

| stoodupandgrabbechisright shoulderto helphim into
thetrench."Oh Cripes,nowonderhedidn'tanswerhis
face is gone". His face was scoopedout of his skull
leavingjust hislower jaw - really healthylooking, teeth.
Insidethe backof his skull wasclean- soclean- strange.
Overtheyearsl havewonderedandfelt reallyterrible
aboutnot pulling his bodydowninto therelativesafetyof
thetrench.Washis bodyeverfound?Wasit identified?
Did theratseathim too?Whowashe?Did | know him?
Why didn'tl look for hisdogtagsANVhereis everyone
elseWherearetheguysl cameherewith? Wherearethe
bunkerghe 15this supposedo bein?1s anyoneelseon
thehill - supposedo bethe 15th?Do thegookshavethe
hill now?Why is it soquiet- what'sgoingon?Wheream
I? Quiet - listen - harder- still no yelling - and no
whistles- wherearethey?

Therewassporadicshdling for thenextcoupleof hours.
Eventhoughl lookedfor them,| wasunableto locateany
bunkersin thetrench.l knewtherewerebunkergherean
OP Harry. | had beenan a work detail some months
earlier to repair and reinforce bunkerswith 12 by 12
timbers,rocks,anddirt. | thoughtaboutwhatto doif |
foundoneof the bunkersWhowould bein it - enemy-
friendly? How would | let themknowwho | was?f they
were enemy,would | use my pineappleto neutralize
them?How could| besure?
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| crawledalongthetrenchslowly upandto the northand
suddenlyrealizedthereweretwo otherGlstherewith me
- on either side of me. We said very little listening
intenselyOverheadartillery burstnearbymometarily lit
thedirt-ladenair with abizarrebrownglow for perhap<
to 3 secondaindthendarknessgain.Thentherewasa
loud buzzing sound like a model airplane engine
screaming gettinglouderandlouder.Wherewasit -
what was it? Then somethingslammedinto my flack
jacketbehindmy right shouldemwith aforcethatknocked
thewind outof me.I thought'grenade'andimmediately
turnedin thetrenchto find it to throwit out. Right next
to my right kneel foundthe"grenade;' whichwasnota
grenadeafter all, but a shell fragmentso hot that it
burnedtheinsideof my right hand.We wereOK.

These2 Glschoseo staythereandl movedupinto the
trenchonto thenorthernslope.This would bewherethe
gookswould comefrom andwherel coulddo mostgood.
Relative quiet - spooky, weird quiet continued -
unnervingmewhensporadianortaror artillery rounds
would againcalmmedownatfterrealizationthatl was
still OK. Theworstscarewasnottheheatanddeafening
noiseof nearbyblasts butthecloseZzZZIP andTHUD of
shell fragmentsand shrapnelburyinginto trenchwalls
justinchesfrom my face- time aftertime aftertime -
makingmewonderjusthow manytimescanl beatthe
odds. Noise was beyond deafening- that sensewas
temporarily no longer functioning. The blast of
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concussiorirom nearbyburstswould repeatediyshudder
looseclothinganywhereon my body. Wherearethose
bunkers?'ve got to getout of thistrenchandinto some
kind of shelter- anythingwould be betterthanbeingout
herein theopen.

At approximately0200 hours hell becamereality and
reality becamehell. There ensuedan intensity and
frequency of explosive detonationsfar beyond my
capabilityto describat. After thefirst few minutesof
this everincreasingoarrageof earthshatteringnadness,
it's devastatiorexpandingoeyondmy capacityto imagine
it, | felt astrangecalm.l knewatthatmomentthatthere
was nothing on earth| could do to influence this
situation. | realized how infinitesimally small and
insignificantmy life was.I realizedthat| shouldprobably
have been terrified, but strangely | was not even
frightened.Therewaswork yetto bedoneandto doit, |
hadto rely onmyself.l couldnotcountonanyoneelse-
therewasno oneelse.l wasjustanobserverlongfor the
ride completelyunableto alterthecourseof thisride - no
matterwhatthe outcomel thoughtif | wasto comeout
of this battlealive, it would be goodto do worthyand
beneficialthingswith this gift. | changedanimportant
point of view which| hadheldupto thatpointin my
thinking life - | realizedatthatmoment thatMan, in fact,
hadcreatedsod,nottheotherwayaround Overthenext
few hours,this geographidoumpcalledOutpostHarry,
some 300 yards high and located some 400+ yards
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northeasbf the8th Army Main Line of Resistancéthen
andsome300+yardssouthof amuchlargerhill mass
known as Star Hill (occupied by enemy forces)
engenderedmportancebeyondits size. It was highly
soughtby enemyforces at the close of the Korean
conflict and worthy of costly defenceto UN forces
becauséts height,whichwasnot equalledwithin amile,
offered occupying forces excellentobservationof the
enemy'sntentandpreparatiorfor movemento themain
line of battle.

Occupatiorof this hill waspaid for ataterriblepriceof
lives lost, bodies maimedand with equally intense
tragedythedenigratiorof minds.Can anyonewho was
there in the fight on Outpost Harry really find any
senseor meaningin calling the Korean conflict, "The
Forgotten War". | think not. It is for eachofusto
resolvethe personaburdenof dealingwith memoriesof
OPHarryeachin hisownwayfor asmanyyearsasit
takes.t is inevitablyandfinally apersonafesolution.
Talking aboutthatoneterrible night 1 spentin combaton
OP Harry sometimesbrings me sleeplessnights,
frighteningnightmared wouldratherdo without, short
temper,and other activities that seemto lie dormant
within me- all of whichit would seem couldjust forget
aboutandbedonewith. Maybethistime it will work...
Backto thenhill.

Shortlyaver0200hours,| foundapocketin thewall of
the trenchwhere recoillessrifle rocketswere stored.|
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squeezednyself into that niche to find somekind of
coverfromtherainof shrapnelTherewereenemytroops
everywhereand the northernslope in and out of the
trench.Theyseemedo beonthemoveto somewhere
andactedasconfusedasl| was.All | focusedonwas- if it
moved.,if it woreblackpyjamasandsneakers, hadto
kill it beforeit triedto kill me.Thefighting wasintense
atthatpoint.

| sawonly two enemytroopswith weaponghatentire
night. Thefirst onehelda greasegun.He wasstanding
upontheedgeof thetrenchholding hisweaporpointing
awayfrom me.In themomentarylight from the burstof
anartillery round,l couldseehis faceclearly- alarge
squareblock facewith slits for eyes He sawmebelow
him andbeforehecould bringthe muzzleof hisweapon
aroundto hisright, I shothim squarelyin theface.From
thatmoment,| knewthattheheadshotwasthethingto
try for - cleankill, decisive,andtookonly oneroundto
preserveny ammo.Mostof my remainingshotswere
headshotsbecaus¢heenemywasonusin thetrench.
Thesecondveapon sawthatnight wasa stick grenade.
This was carried by a rather large soldier who had it
cockedback in his right arm readyto throw. He was
losing his balancegainingthetrenchwhenl killed him -
anotherclean head shot. I was rattled for a moment
thinkingthegrenadevasgoingto dropinto thetrench,
butit fell to thedownhill sidewherehecamefrom and
all was quiet there for a shorttime. What kind of an
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enemywas this - so young, so poorly armedand
equippedhiswassheerinsanityandtheseguyswere
trying to kill me.

At approximately0230I wasstill leaninginto therocket
storagecachewhen | was hit by agrenadé€probably)
which blewthefore stockoff of my carbinerenderingt
unworkabletakingwith it someof my hand,andblowing
aholein thebackright sideof my helmetbig enougho
passatennisball through.l wasmomentarilystunned,
hearda high pitchedringing in my ears,andcouldtaste
andsmellblood, nothingreally hurt. | wasjustnumband
thengotangrywhen,in thedim momentarylight of shell
bursts,| thoughtsurelyl wasgoingblind. I hadthought
aboutthatandblindnessvastheonething| did notwant
to happerto me.

Colonel Albro L. ParsonsJr.,commandeofthe10th
Engineer Combat Battalion from about April until
Decembenf 1953hadindicatedto ColonelLouis Feroni,
commandepf the36thEngineerGroup,sometime after
this night, thathewasslightly injuredby shrapnefrom
thesamegrenadehathit me.Theirony is thatl did not
find out aboutthat until monthslater from Colonel
Feroni.At thetime of battle,| did notknowthatanyone
nearmewaswoundedor | would haveaskedor help
with thetourniquet.l knew! couldnotlook atmy hand
afterl tiedthetourniquet. knewit did nothurt. | knew
thefight wasnotover.
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Whenl regainedmy sensed, could seefingersof my left
handlying backdownonmy wrist andl hada major
pumpingbleed- notgood.Thelight waspoorandonly
sporadictherewasdirt thick everywheran theair. From
thefirst aid kit onmy belt, | tied atourniquetaroundmy
wrist to stopthebloodflow. | tied it off andtightenedit
with a piece of wood. The blood flow stoppedand |
movedto thesouthto find anothemveapon.
TherewerebodiesandbodypartseverywhereThis wasa
nightmare As beforel washit, | removedmorebodies
fromthetrenchto retainsamecover.Thetrenchwasnow
lessthan3 feetdeepin sameareasin all, | threw(and
laterlifted) 7 deadenemyout of thetrenchto gaincover.
In thisareatherewere4 deadGls, whosebodies! left in
thetrench | neededhecovertheyweretaking,but it
didn'tseentight to exposeheir bodiesto moreharmout
of thetrench.Thethinking we undergas strangen the
afterglow.

Someminuteslater,| foundanMI rifle with partof aclip
in it onadeadGl. | knew hewasdeadbecausdothhis
legsweregone,sol tooktherifle. Therewasaroundin
thechamberput| didn'thavereasorto fire it (andmay
not havebeenableto evenif | hadto.) A Gl nearbysaidl
washit andshouldmoveaheado thecommandourker
whichwas,hesaid,just aboutthirty yardsahead.

| mademy wayto thecommandounkerandcautiously
proceedednsidewherel metthe CommandingDfficer of
the5thRCT . Thisman,l foundoutsame40 yearslater,
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was in fact, Lt. JamesW. Evans,who has becomea
steadfasandtruefriend. The CO lookedmeover,told
meto give my weaporto anotherfficer in thebunker,
andto getoverinto acornerof the bunkeroutof harm's
way. | gavemy M1 to theotherofficer andproceeded
back out of the bunkerinto the trench. | thoughtthis
officer hadlost his sense®ecaus¢herewaswork to be
doneoutin thetrenchwheretheenemystill was.| also
knewif theenemyfoundthis bunker,anyoneinsideit
would surelybekilled.

There were two casesof concussiongrenadesn the
trenchat theentranceo thebunker.l draggednecase
with me headingtoward the southwardslope where |
thought most of the enemywere enteringthe trench..
Overthenextseverahours,l threwagrenadesverytime
| heardvoicesor othersound=f theenemyoutsidethe
trench.Thegrenadesadtwo seconddelayfusesin them
andl countedoff onesecondafterreleasinghehandle
beforethrowingthegrenadeThatway, | wasconfident
thesegrenadesvould not bethrownbackinto thetrench.
| had thrown almost the whole caseof grenadeshy
daylightandsustaineaho furtherinjury. Theonly thing
thatreally hurt duringthatentirenight wasmy eyetooth,
which got really sore from pulling the pins from the
grenades.

A recurringdisturbingmemoryis of havingto crawlover
deadbodiesandbodyparts,arms,legs,headshands
manyhandsfeet,footlessbootsandsneakersorsosand
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severaheadsAll thesebodypartsof friendandenemy
alike wereslipperyandsoft. It wasa horrible sensatioro
haveto crawl, sometimesvalk onthemandfeelthem
give way underneathmy weight. It still makesme
shudder to recall that sensation - this was a
slaughterhouseThe noise from some corpseswas
unnerving.n eachcaseof noise,| madecertainthata
live personwasnot makingthe noise justacorpse- there
weresomany- somany.

| didn'tseeanotheiive Gl in thetrenchuntil hourslater-
well into sunrisewhenit wasobviousthatthefighting
hadstopped! think | washeadedlownthe southward
slope of the hill, but was not certain becauseof the
incredible changein appearancef the hill and of the
trench.This partof thetrenchcould not havebeen? feet
deepnow. Justafew hoursearlierthis sametrenchwasat
least5to 5 1/2feetdeep.

Much later,atthebottomof thehill, | wasreallytired and
satdownto restagainst | don'tremembewhethernt was
atreestumpor apile of dirt - to awaithelp.| keptdozing
off. I woketo thesoundof someonesaying,c Mod,
this one'salive.” A Gl kneeledin front of me and
carefullyremovedmy helmet.Whenthe helmetfinally
came off, huge clots of coagulatedand fresh blood
flowed down over my face and neck from the scalp
woundreceivedearlier.This poorGl justlostit. He must
have thought he pulled off the top of my head.He
wretchedandvomitedall overmy boots.| felt sorryfor
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him. | wasloadedontotheleft rearcornerof thefloor of
apersonnetarrier.AnotherwoundedGl wasloadedin
abovemein alitter andwe wereonourwayto anaid
station, | guess.When we startedmoving, the noise
insidewasveryloud. Blood from the GI abovemewould
pourdownovermeateachbumpandworseat eachturn.
| yelledto thedriverto stopthis guy'sbleeding buthe
couldn'thearme.Whenwe arrivedwhereverit waswe
weretaken,pemle placedmeonalitter andtook away
my remaininggrenadeSomeondookeddowninto my
faceandsaidiTakethis onefirsto. My litter wasloaded
ontothepodof ahelicopter(starboardside),aPlexiglas
canopywassecuresvermy uppertorso,andl woke up
some3 dayslateronahospitaltrainonourwayto Taegu
(I think.) After somesurgicalinterventionsatthe279th
Army hospitalin Osaka,l was shippedto the Valley
Forge Army Hospital in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania,
where | remain@ a patient until my dischargefrom
military servicesome8 monthslater.

| cameout of Koreaalive andperhapsomewhatviser
andverygratefulto havesurvived.Whatdid | learnfrom
this? | learnedthat in combatwe exist alone and we
suvive sometimedecaus®f our singlenessf purpose
andattentionto detail.| haveheardmanyreferences$o
thecamaraderief troopsin battle,to finding God,to the
strengthof togethernessln the heat of battle, | have
experiencednone of this. It may well be that several
peoplewereresponsibldor gettingme off thathill alive,
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butl amunawareof it. | learnedaboutselfreliance.l
learnedaboutthe strengthof loneliness.I learnedthat
persistencas omnipotent.Most importantly, | learned
thatlife is fleeting, it is fragile andit is precious.

Men of EngineersCorp workink to constractnew bankersor
to repair thedamagegausedromtheintensivefires.
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Ray Anderson

The picture of the Command bunker by the MLR is
veryfamiliar to me.l haven'tseenthat sightin some49years.

It wasour hoppingoff point for our trekto OutpostHarry. A
journeyl neverlookedforwardto. | havea pictureof Outpost
Harry that I've captioned, "The long climb to death's
doorstep" My Greekcounterpartscalledit "DeathPlace".

| wasonthe Outposteverydayexceptfor onefrom June
11-18th.Lost mostof our squadandtwo platoonleaders.
| recall the morning of Junellth. Like it was like
yesterdayWe arrivedat thatjumpingoff pointto make
ourwayto Harry. Therewasshootinggoingonall around
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andtherewasthis onesoldierin ashallowtrenchjust
shakingandcrying. | guesst wasjust battlefatigue.

We wereorderedo fix bayonetandtold we weregoing
to havego upandchasehe Chineseoff the Outpost.That
order was changedas we hadto pile into an armored
personnetarrierfor ourrunupto Harry. It carriedus

right to the supplybunker.

4! -
From that point we X % - A
jumped into the - 3 -

trenchline andmade
our way up to the ‘
top of Harry. The
scene was just
grotesqueThedead
were  everywhere
and in every
imaginable
condition.No heads,
parts of heads,parts
of bodies. Being
thrust into  that .
situation is  like -
beinghit in the headwith asledgehammerYou can't
describe the carnageto someoneunless they have
withessedt.

Justaswe gotto thetopof Harry, The Chinesgutdown
this horribleartillery & rocketbarragel wascertainl
wasn'tgoingto makeit. But Godwason my sideasl
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prayedfor survival.l wasjust fortunatethatl didn'thave
to stayupthereatnight. It wasbadenoughduringthe
day.

Thephotoatright is of mewith acapturedChineseburp
gun.Theburpgunwasin excellentconditionandl was
goingto bring it homewith me but couldn'tfigure outa
wayto getit pastinspectionsSol justendedupgiving it
away.

Star Hil
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Distinguished  Unit Citation m
Company P, Greek Expeditio- 2
nary Forces Battalion
(Second Award)
DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY
WashingtorD. C., 10 March1955
GENERALORDERSI18
DISTINGUISHEDUNIT CITATION

Company P Greek Expeditionary Forces Battalion
(SecondAward) is citedfor extraordinaryheroismand
outstandingperformanceof duty in action againstan
armedenemyin thevicinity of SurangNI, Koreaduring
theperiod17 Juneto 18 Junel953.Assignedhedefence
of a vital outpost position (Harry), the company
encounterech major enemyassaulton the evening of
Junel?. After anintenseconcentratiorof enemymortar
andartillery fire, the hostileforces,which hadtakenup
anattackpositiononthe northeasandnorthwestideof
the outpost, moved rapidly through their own and
friendly artillery fire to gainafootholdonthenorthern
slopeof theposition?Refusingto withdraw, CompanyP
closedin andmettheattackersn afurioushandto hand
strugglein which manyof the enemyweredrivenoff.
The aggressorsegrouped,quickly attackeda second
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time, and again gained the friendly trenche$.
Immediatly, the Greek Forceslauncheda seriesof
counterattacksimultaneouslylispatchingadiversionary
force to the eastof the outpostwhich successfully
channelledheenemythrusts After 2 hoursof closein
fighting, the aggressorswere again routed and the
friendly positionsrestoredTheoutstandingconductand
exemplarycourageexhibitedby membersof Companyp,
Greek ExpeditionaryForces Battalion, reflects great
credit on them and are in keepingwith the finest
traditions of the military service and the Kingdom of
Greece.

6 No aggressohasputhisfootin the GreektrenchesTheyreached
thebarberline andthenthe BattalionCommandel.t Col. George
Koumanakosrderedthecountr attackandthe CCFwererepelled.
Thenewdocumentsf thebattleon that pointare quiteclear.
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Fromlefttoright: Lt Col Elias Prokos,Lt Col George
Koumanakoshis adjutantFirst Lieut. Mike Perimenisand
Brigadier GeneralVlassis. Lt ProkoswasthenewGEF
CommandingdfficerfromJult 20, 1953.



- 209-

MosxosTsiakiris

GreekArmySergeant
My nameis Mosxos
Evaggelou Tsiakiris
and I was born in
Soufliasmall town of
the Evros provincein
Northeast Greece, on
8thJunel929

In 19531 wasserving

: national serviceas an
"~ Atillery first class
sergeant at Pavlos
Melasin Thessalonica.
| voluntarily joinedthe
mission as an artillery sergeantparicipating in 14th
missionof theHellenicForcego the KoreanWar. We
departedfrom Vouliagmeni(near Athens) on 18th of
March1953andarrivedin PussarKoreaon 18thApril
1953.

Uponour arrivalwe immediatelydepartedor thefront
line bytrain. We reachedhefront line by midnight. A
convoywaswaiting for ustherein orderto forwardus
the"C" assemblingpoint. Thedriver of thevehiclewhere
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| wasaco driver wasa soldiernamedKoskinas,afriend
of minefromtheartillery trainingcampof MegaloPefko.
When we arrived at "C" point the infantry elements
remainedherefor aweek'sfire practicewhile we, dueto
the lack of antitank artillery personnel,were directly
forwardedto the front line.
The driver of the GMC vehicle was as Dimopoulos
Panagiotisfrom a village called NemeaKorinthias. |
askedhim were the front line was and showedme a
burnedtophill, justacrosgo thelocationwe werethe
moment. My assignmentwas an antitank platoon
commander'assistantDimopoulossaidthatthis hill was
ourdestination.
When we approachedthe location's cookhousethe
Chinesaeartillery startedfiring onus.Wetook coveras
fastaswe could. | hideunder4burelltank,whichwas
there,andtherestof my comradesook coverwherever
theycould.
After the ceasefiring every one took his position
according with his duties. My self as a platoon
commander'assistantl tookthecommandf theright
sideandtheplatooncommandeLt. PavlosAndreouthe
left one.

Two daysaftertheold antitankplatooncommander
Lt. Maragoudaki€ameto saygoodbyeto usbut atthat
exact time that the changeof platoon'scommandwas
takingplacehewaskilled by enemyfire.
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We hadbeernreplacecandafterspendingpneweek
behindtheline in orderregainour strengthwe marched
for theDick high. We startedat midnightin aformation
of asinglefile, keepingdistanceof 2 metersbetweerus,
havingordershowto reactin caseof anattack.Thepath
wasmarkedby phosphorescemtiements.

Finally we arrivedat thefront line, whichwasunderthe
controlof the Americantroops.Military policewasthere
aswell. We took our positionsandagainl took theright
flank while the newLt. tooktheleft one.

We hadspentthereabout20 daysdiggingtrenches
andtakingoutthedeadbodiesof N. Koreansoldiersjust
to makespaceo protectour selves] remembethatat
thattime | saidto my self"This is whatit writtenin the
Bible: youthedeadonesgetout of thewaysowethe
living onesto takeyour place!"

Then a soldier came and told me to report the
battalion'scommandpostnotingthatl shouldbe shaved
before.l did soandl wentto thecommandost.l found
theretheofficersof theinfantry companyTheywereall
upsetcommentinghatthe CommandingOfficer hadsold
themout. | askedhem:"Why hesoldusout; afterall we
arevolunteersaren'twe?" Theyanswerd: do you know
weretheyaresendingus?We aregoingto HARRY'!

The jeepswere readyto transportthe American
platoon leadersfor a reconnaissancenissionto the
HARRY location. | was the co driver in oneof these
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vehicles.Wedrovetill we passedseoul andthenwe
madea left turn and continuedfor about 1500 meters
throughasmokescreenWe steppediownfrom thejeep
andusingthesmokescreemascoverwe startedo walk
towardsour positions.

Thenweall of ussawonthegroundabout22 gearsets,
whichusedto belongto deadcomrade®f ours.We were
all upsetbut we continuedto walk till we found the
AmericanLt. who wasthe platoonleaderthereandwe
proceedAfter agully we startedto climb theup hill till
we reachedandAT 75typepositionconstantlyunderthe
observatiorof the Chinesewvho wereon the oppositeside
of thehill.

Justafew seconddeforewe reachour targetlocationthe
Chinesestartedto fire atuswith smokegrenadesThenl
yield to the AmericanLt. andto therestto takecover
immediatelybecause¢hesesmokegrenadesveremarking
usfor theenemy'sartillery.

I haven'tfinishedmy wordsandthefire started My self
andtwo Americanghelt. andasergeantook coverin
anearbynaturalshelterForthenext20 minuteswe lived
in a living hell. We all thoughtthat we wouldn't live
longerand we were readyto start smoking our last

"It is obviousthat SntTsiakiris, describetheinvitation of the
officersandthe Squadeadersby the GreekBattalion
Commandeto announcaghemthat the Battalionwill move
fromthe SectorDick to the SectorHarry. SoSeoulhasno
referencehere.
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cigarettewhen all of the suddenthe Chinesestopped
firing at us. We startedto move again and a met two
GreekLts. Oneof themwassayingthattheotherhad
savedhis life twice within the last 30 minutes. We
continuecdthereconnaissande orderto mark positions
for our gunsandafterthatwe left thelocation.Laterthat
day thereplacementof the American unit took place
duringdaylight despiteall the military regulationsafter
thecommandf our C.O.ColonelKoumanakos.
Forthenexttwo dayswe workedhardpreparingout
positionstakingadvantagehatthe Chinesedidn'thit us.
Onthel18of Junel900hourstheystartediring atus
with heavyartillery shells.We all took our positions.|
hadspeciallypreparedny gunsfiring positionandafterl
putall therestof thepersonnein to a safeplaceexcept
for my gunnerandmy shootemwe startedo fight back.
Fortunatelyatthatfirst nighttwo six engineplaneslew
above us and fired flares and bombed the enemy
positions.The Chinesdorcesatthatnighttried to takeus
by surprisebut thank God a Greek corporal named
Dimitrios Pasallisrom thetown of Orestiadasavedhe
entire battalion reactingin a veryheroic and effective

® Andat this point Tsiakris is notright. It is knownthat CCF
wereattackingduringthenight. GEF hadto movefrom sector
Dick to sectorHarry. Guesgwo Battalionschangingposition

in thenightandthe CCFtolaunchtheir attack. ReCO Akers
Jn.in his reports writes that all the nececary works were
becomingduring the day light, becausethe Chineseuse to
attackby night.
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way andtheenemyforceswereapprehendeth time. For
thisactionPassalisvaslaterpromotedto sergeanaind
decoratedvith thegoldenMetal of courage.
CaptainVisiotis (1stLt. C. Pissiotas ed.)wasinjured
thatnightandin themorningwe foundout we hadsix
killed in action and seventeennjured comrades.l
remenberthatatnight!| hadfired in total4 full loadsof
artillery, 2 loadsof antitankand?2 loadsof antipersonnel
ammunitionsEvery2 shelll wasfiring anantitankone
asatracerin orderhit moreaccuratelymy targetSome
time in the early moming around 0500am Cpt.
Argrafiotiswhowaslooking for my Lt. Andreoutold me
to ceasefire and preservemy last 10 shells for the
ceasefireperiod. In the morning we left our position
forgettingto secureghegun'sbreechholdreailting to a
seriousmalfunction.| hadafraidthathadto payfor that
but fortunately my commandingofficer managedthe
breechhold to bereplacedwithin 2 hourswithoutany
furthercomplicationdor me.In thenextmorningandwe
wentbehindtheline attheheight412to getsomerest
andwait therefor our replacemento takeplace.By that
time Lt Col ProkosHeliashadarrivedtherein orderto
takeoverasthenewBattalionCommande?.

° Sergeant Tsiakiris is wrong again. Lt Col Koumanakos
continuedto be the CommandingOfficer of GEF, formally
until July 20, 1953. But it is knownthat on17+18 condacted
andwona roughshodoattle againstCCF. Still it is knownhe

left the Battalion on October19. In thenext pageseea photo



- 215-

It wasthesamedaywhenthe Easterrline brokeandthe
Allied Commandsent us there. We fought there in
threedifferent lines until the ceasefirewas signedand
thustheoperatiorat Harrylocationhadended.On July
27th1953we mettheenemy'sroopsandwe exchanged
cigarsinsteadof firing eachother.In thebeginningboth
sideswithdraw3 kilometerseachand3 daysafterthe
final demilitarizedzonewasextendedipto 6 kms.
Those who participated in operation Harry were
decoratedvith the Kandoumetal,which meansstrength
in Korean.Manyyearsafterthatperiodwhenl wasin
FrankfurtW. Germanyasanemigrant. sawtherethe
Americanbaseof Harry'sveterans.

Fortunatelyat thatfirst night two six engineplaneslew
above us and fired flares and bombed the enemy
positions.The Chinesedorcesatthatnighttried to takeus
by surprisebut thank God a Greek corporal named
Dimitrios Pasallisrom thetown of Orestialasavedhe
entire battalionreactingin a veryheroic and effective
way andtheenemyforceswereapprehendeah time. For
this actionPassalisvaslaterpromotedo sergeanand
decoratedvith thegoldenMetalof courage.

of him holding with Lt Col Prokos Helias the icon Of Santa
Maria during the parade of 15" of August1953. And thenas
the Commanding Officer of GEF, singeing the honorary
membershipf Martin Markley,on 15" of Septembet953.
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Lt. Col George Koumanakosand Lt
Col Hlias Prokoskeepingheicon of
MadonnaMaria {Panagias}at her
nameday onAugustl5,1953.
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HELLENIC FORCES

HEADQUARTERS
GRIEX RIPEDITIONARY TORCES
G.A.P.0. 5800

15 Sept. 1953

SUBJESCT:Honorery Membership
0 :Captain Hartin Markley
Cheymne, Wyo.

U.5.0f Anerica

It is a distincetl pleasure'to me %o appoint
ua.ptam iartin ilarikley,U.S.Aray,an honorary =ezber of the
Greel Dxpeditionary Forces Sattalion in acknowledgement of
his services offered to this gallant unit.

The sincere co-operation of Captain Martin larkley anéd
hiz utmost confribution to the succesful accomplishment of the
mlssions assigned this Battalion are greatly sprreciated by every
0fficer and en of the OGreek Bxpeditionary Porces and reflects
great credit on himself and the United Siates Army.

Zffective this date,waptm Hertin iarkley, an hono-
rary menber of the hercoic GEF Bn,is entitled to wear the
THELLENIC FPORCES™ TPat

- ———
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e
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Companding GE? :z-..
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Thispanoramavasmadefromtwo picturestakenby BobBrandon
onOPHarry in March of '63. He madetheshotsfrom theleft
forwardflank of the OP. Theviewis directly Northfromthat
vantagepointandshowsStaragainsttheskyabout1/3 of thewayin
fromtheleft margin. Thedarkerridge leadingfrom Starto the
barbedwire belowtheexcavatiorat theright wasoneof theroutes
of approachto theOPfor the CCF. A CCFtrenchcanbeseenat
right center (Photoscoutesyof BobBrandon,commentanby
Jameslarbog
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OUTPOST HARRY

From Voicesfrom the Korean War: PersonalStories
of American, Korean, and ChineseSoldiers

By Richard Petersand Xiaobing Li

Chapter 18: Outpost Harry

BetweenJunelOandJunel8, 1953, justweeksbefore
the end of the war, the Chinesemade a determined
attemptto takeOutpostHarry, oneof aseriesof outposts
in the central sectionof the front. The defenceofthe
outpostwasassignedo theU.S. Third Division andits
attached units, the Fifth RCT and the Greek
Expeditionary Force. Althoughthebattleis unknownto
mostAmericanstheintensityof thefighting equalledhe
most bitterly fought battles of the war. Each night a
singlecompanydefendedheoutpostbut sufferedsuch
high casualtie$59 percentaveragejhatonthefollowing
night it would be replacedby anothercompany.The
battleis typical of thekind of fighting thattook place
towardtheendof thewar, whenthe Chinesencreased
thefrequencyof their attacksmostlyagainstoutposts,
primarily for the purpose of strengthening their
bargainingpositionin the peacenegotiations.

There wasnever a safetime to be on Outpost Harry.
The Greeks had a name for it and it was called
"Death Place". Our motto is, "WE HELD". And
indeed. We did!
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ENTRIES IN THE 15TH INFANTRY S2/S3 JOURNAL
FROM 31 MAY To 30 JUNE, 1953

A Recorp oF Events DurinG THE Derense oF OutpasT HarRY
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EXCERPTS FROM 15th INFANTRY S2/S3
JOURNAL 31 MAY to 30JUNE 1953

31 MAY

2036- P CompanypatroldepartedMLR - Thomas
2116- P Companyambustpatrolin positioni
Economopoulos
2325- 5 CCFengagedGEFLP in a10 minutesmall
arms,automatioveapondirefight with enemy
disengagingndwithdrawing.Resultsvere2
friendly WIAs andno estimateonenemy
casualties
- Pappas

1 JUNE

0315- P CompanypatrolclosesMLR - Yanakopoulos

2105- P CompanypatroldepartedMLR - Thanos

2134- P Companyambustpatrolin positioni Econc
mopoulos

2327- P Companypatrolengage®0-35 CCFin small
armsfire fight. After 20 minutes,enemydisen
gagedandfriendlinesswithdrew,regroupedand
resuppliedvith ammoandreturnedo screen
battlesite. CasualtiesFriendly,1 WIA Enemy,
est4 KIAs, 5WIAs - Pappas

2 JUNE
0340- AmbushpatrolclosedMLR - Yanakopolos

2055- P Comparty ambuskpatrolleft MLR - Hallis
2132- Ambushpatrolin position- Hallis
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3JUNE

0340- AmbushpatrolclosedMLR. Negativeenemy
contacti Yanakopolos
2125- Ambushpatrolin position- Economopolos

5JUNE

0350- AmbushpatrolclosedMLR. Negativecontact.
1545- K Companyl5thinfantryRegimentelievesr

Companyg5thinfantryRegimenton OP Harry.
2055- P Companyambustpatrolcrossed.D - Thanos
2115- Ambushpatrolin position- Thanos

6 JUNE 1953

0250- K Companyreportsmortarroundon OPHarry

0410- P Companyambusipatrolreturnedo MLR.
Negativecontact.

0430- PVT Wilson evacuatedo 3rd ClearStationafter
slightwoundon OPHarry- Mortar fragments.

1740- HeavyMortar Company5thRCT comesunder
operationatontrolof 15thinfantry.

2048- P CompanypatroldepartedMLR - Hallis

2228- OPHarryreports4 yellow parachutdlaresto the

Right of OP.

2240- OPHarryreportsl yellow parachutdlareto left
of NorthStar.

2345- P Companyamhushpatrolengageanestimated
reinforcedenemycompanyin a2 hour,45 minute
SA, AW, andhandgrenaddire fight. At 0230
Enemywithdrew.OnewoundedPW wascaptured
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butdiedwhile beingevacuatedo theMLR. An
estimatedLOOroundsof enemymortarfell in
vicinity of patrolduringperiod.Friendly
casualties:

3 KIA and6 WIA. Enemycasualtiesverel
countedKIA, 19estimatedKIA and32estimated
WIA.

7 JUNE

0040- OPHarryreportechearingsomeoneuttingwire

Totheirright. Fired1 illum flare, sawmovement.
Fired2ndflare with negativeresults.

0110- OPHarryreportedsightedsmallarmsfire firing
downHappyValley from StarMassinto Greek
sector.

0130-OPHarryreporteds white parachutdlaresat
azimuth328degrees3500yards.

0510 - OPHarrysightedd CCFon Star.Atrtillery fired.
Est.5KIA

8 JUNE

2140- OPHarryrptdilluminating HG fired onroad
Leadingfrom OPHarryto MLR. Are now
investigating.

2232- OPHarryrptd sightingof illum HG overin Happy
Valley.

9 JUNE
0045- OP Harryheardnoisesfired flares,no enemy
sighted.
0145- OPHarryreportedrip flare setoff 300yards
northof Harry, negativesightings.
0350- P CompanyambuslpatrolclosedMLR. Negative
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contact.

0505- OP Harrysighted10 CCFin trenchon Star.Artil -
lery fired. Resultsunknown.

0545- TankCompanyspottedl CCFon StarHill. Tanks
fired. Resultsl KIA.

0930- OPHarryreports2 CCFobserverat CT 518417.

1550- OPHarry-Friendlyair strikeat CT 5054%. 2
planes.

2035- Air liaisonofficer from5thRCT,LT. Nix,
reportedo 15thinf CP.

2045- OPHarrysighted20 CCFto their left moving
south.15 CCFmovingdownfrom Hill 412
towardHarry. Arty notified.

2050- OPHarryreported3 CCFmovingsouthfrom Star
Hill. Arty notified.

2100- P Companyambuskpatrolonposition.

2140- OPHarryreportsreceivingmortarfire from draw

behindHill 412.Arty LNO took azimuthof
flashesandnotified FDC

10JUNE

0125- OPHarryrptsSA fire fight to left of OPDick

0140- OPHarryrptsMG firing from Starto Happy
Valley

0155- CompanyN patrolfrom GEFreceivingsmallarms
andmortarfire.

0155- OPHarryrptsmortarfire from behindStarHill.

0221- OPHarryfired flareto left front with negative
results.

0235- OPHarryrptsmortarflashesat 1600mils and
vicinity BunkerHill

0445- OPHarryrptshearingsmallarmsfire vicinity of
Hill 412.

0520- COL Koumanako®f GEFrptsscreeningpatrol
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left 8 OPDick found7 CCFbodiesin creekbed,
2 bodesreturnedo OPDick. Patroldrewfire
from CCFgroupwho appearedo betrying to
recoverthebodies.

0537- (Twilight Zone)LT ThomasMartinandSGT

Lenwood,39thFAB observer®n OP Charlieobser
veda luminousroundobject,which appearedo be
spinning.Angle of site,290mils, AZ 4800andlater,
at AZ 6052,0bjectstoppedor about5 secondsest
rangel0000yards.Anothersimilar objectsighted
from0120to 0123,AZ 4600at ahigheraltitudethan
first sighting.Alvis

Informationandnameggivento G3 andforwarded
to 8th Army attheirrequest.

0720- Pappasptsat 0130N CompanyOP Dick andP
Companyambusihpatrolbegarreceivinglong
range AW fire from Old Charlie,right finger of
Hill 472,North StarandStarHill. Enemyartyand
mixed mortar fell in thesameareasAt 0200
reinforcedLP vic casualtiesluringattackonreinf

estKIA 6,CT486428vasattackedoy est40enemy
employedSA, AW andHG fire. FriendlyLP
returnedfire in kind andwassupportedyartyand
mixed mortars Fire fight lasteduntil enemy
withdrewat 0230.Enemydid not breakprotective
wire aroundLP atanytime duringthisaction.
Friendlycasualtiesambustpatrol2 WIA, LP 1 KIA,
2 WIA. EnemyestWIA 15.Betweer0130and0230
- est750roundsof enemymixed mortarsandarty

fell on CompanyO, OPDick andambuskpatrolarea.

LP: Countedilled 5,

1855- OPHarryrpts20 CCFcarryingsupplies2
carryingbodiesorderedarty
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1930- OPHarryrpts2 CCFin trench,az27,CT 516435.

1930- GEFThanos43 CCFvic CT 505429 Arty fired.

1940- 10 CCFmovingbetweerMushroomtowardOP

Harry. UnknownnumbermovingbetweerNorth
StarandStar.Arty placed.Unknownresults.
2027- OPHarrysighted20 CCFonHenryalso5 CCFon
Hill 412.Arty notified.
2100- At 2054,yellow parachutdlare onforward
portion
of OPHarry.2056yellow parachutdlare by
Star.

2100- OPHarryspottednovemenandlight to bea
cigaretteon Star.

2120- OPHarrysawyellow parachutdlare overHill
412.

2115- OPHarrysighted20 CCFmovingfrom Stardown
tothevalleyonright of Star

2145- Landline (telephonefrom OPHarryandradio
landline to CO, CompanyL is out.

2156- Harryhearsvoicesto their supplypoint.

2216- Blue 6 (CO, 3rd Bn) rptd 6 roundsper minuteof
mortarandartycomingin onHarryandl
CompanyHarryreports3 WIA, LP pulledin.

2212- Harryreportsrifle fire onright front of OP

2217- OPHarryrequestdllumination. lllum fired

2221- OPHarryrequestgrotectivefire to left front.

2229- OPHarry-landline is out. Harryreportsafire
fight developingoehindOP.

2222- L Companypatrolreceivingsmallarmsfire from
Harry. At 2225Harryorderedo ceasdire. CCF
believedto bevicinity CT 513419.

2230- 81mmfiring front barragefor Harry

2233- | Companyreportsburpgunfire to right of OP
Harry
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2235- OPHarryrequestedlefensivdires excepton
right.

Landlinesto Harry,| CompanyandL Company
areOut COL Akersrequestedlare ship.

2245- Lt Lipett reportedCCFin trenchonHarry. Final
protectivefiresfired. Harryrequestgontinuous
illumination.

2246- Hvy artyandmortarshellingonMLR andOP
Harry. CCFin trencheonHarry. OPHarry
requestd/T fire onposition.Arty onway.

2250- Reinforcemenbnthewayto Harry. HQ
compositecompany.70 men.

2255- All protectivefire exceptright rearof OPHarry

beingfired.

2302- Countemortarfire requestedby Harry.

2306- CCFoutofthetrenchesonHarry

2309- Harrycontactedyradio,no landline yet.

2313- Harryrequestsnoreammoandcontinuousiium.

2320- Landline to Spartan(GEF)out.

2325- HarryreportsincomingslackenedTold that
friendly artyis ontheway.

2328- OPHarrybeingattackednleft front andright 6
flank.

11 June 1953

2330- GEFreportsheavyshellingonMLR andOP Dick.
N andO Companieseceivinglong rangeAW
andSAfire.

2334- Tankandinf movingoutfrom L Companytoward
Harry.

2345- Harryrequestslow fire onleft front.

2358- HarryreportsCCFin trenchesandswarming
position.



THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE - 228-

2400- CCFattackingHarry. CCFontopof Harry.

0002- C Companycommittedto counterattaclonorder
of Blue®6.

0006- MG fire comingfrom North StartowardHarry.
All availablefire putonNorth Star.

0008- Firefight hasshiftedinto valleyatright of Harry.
FlareshipdroppingflaresoverHarry.

0013- M Company8lmmobserverptd situationon
Harryis "touchandgo."

0016- HarryreportsChinesestill on OP.

0017- 1stBn, 15thinfantryhasmovedto assemblharea
behind3rd Bn. COL AkershasorderedRotary
Red (1stBn5thRCT)to Bnreservearea.

0045- E Companyin trencheon Harry. Requestifting
of defensivdires.

0046- All firesplacedin front of Harry.

0100- Landline to CompanyK reestabshed.K reports
All quietexceptonequad50, whichis firing in
supporiof OPHarry, is receiving5 roundsof arty
or mortarperminute.

0125- OPHarryreportshattanksarereturningto MLR.

0134- 81mmFO pinneddown by enemyfire inside
bunker.He hasno contactwith K Companyon
Harry.

0135- B andC Companiesnovinginto positionin
forwardassembhareaE CompanynHarry.
ChinesdorwardtowardStarHill.

0156- OPHarryreptsHE onright sideof OP.

0200- FDFonHarrylifted; all otherfire shiftedto Star.

0206- At 2130P Companyambusihpatrolengagedst
100CCFin longrangeSA, Arty, mortarandHG

fire.
At 2225patrolwithdrewandactionceased.

0210- Harrystill receivingmtr andartyfire; OPis
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denselysmoked.

0213- FDFcalledin onHarry. All availableweapons

beingfired at max.

0216- Bn aid stationrepts32 WIA, 3KIA

0225- L Companyrequest® guidesfor C Companywho
wishto beshownthewayto OPHarry.2 men

dispatched.

0236- M 39sinstructedo returnto tankcut andshuttle
C Companypersonneto OP.

0256- E Companyreportsreceiving76mmfire.

0300- Still receivingburpgunfire onleft sideof Harry.
Firing defensiveires.50 WIA (onewasLT
Pheinerjand3 KIA removedthrough3rd Bn aid
station.

0305- 1 MG firing fromrearslopeof Harrytoward
Mushroom.

0315- SAfire from left rearslopeof Harryto right
forwardslope.55galdrumof napalmsetoff on
right rearslope.

0321- CCFattackingfrom northandnorthwest.

0340- CaptFee(15thinf S-3) requestss 3 for air strike
atfirst light - StarMassto betarget.Fire fight has
ceaseanHarry.

0345- EasyCompanyequestsnoreammo.

0417- L Companyptsair panelssentto Harry.C
Companydepartedor Harry.

0440- Mortarobserveion OPHarryhasbeenuncovered
by friendly troops.ObserverRobinson5thRCT
Hvy Mtr Co, hadrelayedreportsof situationback
to orangebyradioall duringtheactionwhile CCF
surroundedhis bunker.

0500- Friendlytroopsonright slopeof Harry, Enemy

beingforcedback.

0555 - Capt.Markleyrecoveredarelyalive. Pvt Kiskey
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escapeaversideof Harry. Camebackto MLR in
valley right of Harry.
0630- Est150CCFattackingHarryfrom northwest.
0650- All PWonOPHarrybeingevacwated.2 PWin
goodshape.
0654- Air strikerequestedor StarMass.
0709- Documentsdentify enemyas24 Army, 221Div,
211Reqgt,5 Bn.
0728- Redsmoketo right of Harry
0730- Air strikeonits way. 1stplanemadepasses
betweerStarMassandHill 478.
0731- 2ndair strikedirectlyin front of Harryandon Star
Mass.
0734-Planesarestriking rearslopeof HarryandStar
mass.
0747- 150CCFto left front of Star.Arty notified.
0753-ReportreceivedhatHarryis rebuildingits
positions.
0800- VT placedon StarMass.Feereportsonly 4
bunkersremainingonHarry.
0801- OPHarrylandlineisin.
0807- Steadystreanof woundedbeingevacfrom Harry.
Hastyfortificationsbeingbuilt onleft forward
slope.
0845- Mtr andartyis subsidingonHarry. Visibility is
improving.No CCFin sight.
0920- Helicopterreturningwith wounded
0955- Sighteds CCFescapingrom Harry.
1100- Elementof E, C,andK Companie®nHarry
2000- B/5thRCT departsassemblareafor Hill 312.
2122- A Company/5tHRCT cameunderfire asthey
crossedhpontoonbridgeon3D. No casualties.
2115- B/15thdepartdVLR to relieveOPHarry
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2145- B/5thRCT onHill 361.
2200- B/1 5thonHarrybutnotyetin position.
2230- B/5thRCT is attachedo 1stBn, 15th Infantry.
2300- B/15thin positiononHarry.
2315- Harryreportsanunknownnumberof CCFmoving
from StarMasstowardOP. Arty placed.
2330- 1stBn, 5thRCT closednewassyareaat
CT495388.
Capt.GeorgeFee,15thinfantry S 3, summarized
thenightof 10 11 Juneasfollows: i A2230an
estimatecenemycompanyattackedOP Harry.
2245- CCFwerein thetrenchesngagedn closecombat
with elementof K CompanyHeavyenemy
artillery andmortarfire wasfollowing onthe OP
andtheMLR.
2250- Headquaerscompositecompany3rd Battalion
wasonthewayto reinforcethe outpost.
2305- The CCFwereoutof thetrenche®f Harry.
2400- The CCFstartedtheir secondattackon OP Harry,
havingbeenreportedn thetrencheonceagain.
0045- E CompanyreinforcedK CompanyonOPHarry.
Theenemywasdrivenoff andOPHarryremained
secure.
0002- C Companywascommittedto counterattackn
orderof 3rdBn CO.
0319- The CCFattackedOPHarryfor thethird time.
Theactionceaseat 0340with friendly still
holding OPHarry.
0415- 1st,2ndand3rd Platoonsof C Companyclosed
OPHarryandreinforcedelementof K andE
Companies.
0630- The CCFattackedOPHarrywith aforce
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estimatedat 150 men.Theattackwasrepulsel and
at0845it wasreportedhattherewereno CCFon
OPHarry.

It is estimatedhattheenemyforceinvolvedin
attackson OPHarrywasareinforcedregiment.
Duringtheperiodatotalof 22, 729roundsof
mixed mortarandartillery fire fell acrosshe
regimentaf r ont . 0

0005- Harryreportsreceivinga barrageof mixed mortar
andartillery.

0008- Orangg(Hvy Mtr Co/5thRCT) reportsall
defensivdires beingfired aroundHarry. CCF
reportedapproachingdarry.

0013- Radiocontactout with Harry.

0015- MG firing from StarHill atHarry.

0030- CCFoverrunningight rearslopeof Harry. Hvy
mortarbarrageontopof OP.

0037- OPHarryrptsmanywoundedandrequests
immediatehelp.

0040- P FoxrptsCCFonOPHarryandHarryrequests
immediatehelp.

0042- OPHarryrequestditter jeep.4 WIA from

incomingrounds.

0045- OPHarryrequestsll defensiveires. CCFare

approachindrom all directions.

0046- HarryreportsmanyincomingWP (white

phosphorusjounds.

0053- OutpostGeorgereportsMG fire from Harry

towardsourownMLR.
0057- COL AkersorderedB/5thRCT to movefrom 361
to OPHarry.C/5thRCT relievesCompanyB on
Hill 361.

0110- All communicatiorwith Harryout.

0113- 4.2FDC hasreestablishedommowith Harry.
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0132- 2 moresqualsof B/15thdepartfor Harry.

0140- HarryrptsCCFcomingupright slope.

0140- Friendliesnow controlrearof HarryOPis notified
thatfriendly forcesarecominguprearof OPand
friendly tanksarein the valleyto theright.

0155- Flareshipmadefirst dropandwill continueto do
sountil daylight.

0147- OPGeorgerptsdirectradiocommowith OP  \
HarryandthatOPis requestindiresonfront
slopes.

0201- Bn hashadno contactwith Harrysince0140.

0215- Mortar FOonHarryreportsheavyincomng.

0216- FO hasno contactwith forwardelementon
Harry. Friendliesstill hold rear.

0245- Orangeradiopickeduponewordfrom Harry,
AArenado

0255- B/5thRCT crossedMLR for Harry.

0256- OPHarryreportsdirectfire weaporfiring on
Harryfrom Mushroom.Requestsankfire onit
andon Star.

0302- 1stBn hasradiocontactwith B/5thRCT

0307- OPHarryreportsCCFbelievedto bein areal
again.

0326- Orangeeportshatthemanontheradioisin a
bunkerrearslope.He'shurtandcan'tgetout. Men
with him arehurt.

0428- Reinforcementtavereachedherearpositionson
Harry.

0458- CaptTartsrptsbyradiofrom Harrythathe has
commowith reargroup.He has
no contactwith forwardgroup.No ideaof CCFon
position.IncomingfromdirectwegonshasT ar t s 6
CPzeroedn andhecan'tgetout of bunker.Capt
Tartsis lightly woundedHas8 otherwounded
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menwith him.

0523- Harryrequesimaximumcounterfire Receiving
heavymortaronCaptT a r posstion Tartssaidhe
will bein seriousconditionunlessanaid man
reache$im soon.

0530- Major ConnorqRed5) designatedDP Harry
commanderto coordinatewith B/15thandB/5th

RCT.

0615- OPGeorgerptscasualtiebeingevacuatedrom
Harry. Comparativelyquietat present.

0636- M39 departedMLR with Major Connorsand
replacementadios.

0700- Friendlieshavefull possessionf OPHarry. Red5
in commandandconsolidatingposition.

0743- A/5th RCT departedor OPHarry.

0825- All woundedhavebeenevaaatedfrom Harry.
CCFbodiesarenowbeingevacuated.

0905- Major Byrd will arriveatHarryto surveythe
damageédor Division.

1045- 5thRCT placedunderoperationatontrolof the
15thinfantry.

1700- Casualtiegor B Company5thRCT werel26
resulting from actiononnight 11-12 June An
estimated®000to 10,000enemyartillery and
mortarroundsfell ontheoutpostduringthe
action.

1815- A Company5thRCT passedo operational

controlof 3rd Bn, 15thinfantryRegiment.

2143- 100CCFsightedonfront of Harry. SAfire in
vicinity of OP.Companycommandethru4.2FO
requestedDF onfront andwestof Harry.

2145- 2 white parachutdlaresin valleyrearof Harry.
MG
fire from front of Harry. OP Georgereports/6 and
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mitr fire to left slopeof Harry.

2149- Finaldefensivdire beinglaid to left andfront of
Harry.

2153- 100CCFto front and50to right of Harry.

2217- OPHarryandl Companyreceivinghvy mortar
andartyfire. | Companysaystheyare120mm
mortars.

Enemyattackto left brokenup by artyfire.

2247- OPHarryreceivinghvy 76 fire from front. OP
Harrydefensivdires shiftedto Mushroom,
BunkerHill areaonunknownposition.

2256- Harryrequestsnoreillumination. 1 WIA.

2301- M39 onwayto Harryto evacuate seriouswWiIAs.

2305- IncomingroundsonHarryhavedecreaseth

intensity.

2308- Harryreports3 WIA. SituationOK. Request
constanillumination.

2313- OPHarryrptssupportingdfire falling too close.
Arty instructedo lift andshift fires. OPrequests
moreillumination.81sand60swereinstructedo
fire immediateillumination.

2330- Harryreportsreceivingl20mmmortarfire. No
illuminationatall onHarry.

2332- A/5th RCT wantsfriendly artylifted because¢hey
aregettingfriendly incoming
rounds.Also wantsupportingfire onleft andright.

2337- Harryreportsverypoorvisibility andverypoor
illumination.

2349- Firefight onfront partof Harry.

2343- Flareshipnowdroppingflares.FO in OP Fox
adjustingship.

2358- Heavyburpgunfire at OP'sfront.

2400- SAandAW fire onHarry. Counterattackingn

right front.
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13JUNE

0008- CCFarejammingair waveson81lmmmortar

frequency.

0015- Harryreportsincreasan incomingarty.

0020- Harryis smokedn. Camotmakeoutoutline of
Harry.

0025- Harryreportsflaresstill insufficient.

0030- Action onHarryhasslackenedAttack wasdriven
off.

0032- OPHarryrptsreceivingMG fire from left front at

rangeof 300yardsonHill 478.Arty calledin.

0040- OPHarry, SAfromtheleft rear.Arty being

placed81sorderedo targetleft rearof Harry.

0050- IncomingroundsonHarryincreasing.

0059- Harryreportsabuild upontheir left flank.

0130- Unknownnumberof CCFbehindHarry. Requests

flares.

0158- OP Harryrptsheavyshelling.M Companyptd

Smallarmsfire left sideof Harry.

0206- Directionof theattackis fromthefront of Harry.

0212- CCF100ydsfromthefront of Harry. All

availablefires beingplaced.

0215- Enemyattackonleft flank of Harry. Are nowin
thetrencheslUnknownnumberEnemytroopson
right flank. Reinforcemenbnway. Maximum
illumination.

0223- OPHarryrptsCCFin trenchesn front sector.
Requestrty barrageincreasedllum. Under
heavy Barrage Direct hit.

0230- SecondPlatoon,CompanyL beingdispatchedo
reinforce.Left sideis critical. All supporffiresat
maximum.M39 arrivedat blue CPis dispatched
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to Harry.

0243- Too muchfriendly fire in trenchesContinuewith
final protectivefire. 3rd Platoan, A/5th RCT has
arrivedonHarry.

0249- 1stand3rd Platoonof L Company15thinfantry,
havearrivedin thetrenchef Harry.

0255- Harryrequestsnoreartyaroundright front and
left front.

0301- Moonbeansearchlightprderedo shift to Harry.

0302- Flareshipis droppingflares.Is receivinganti
aircraftfire fromHill 478.Harryrequestsnore
ammo.Ontheway.

0305- Harryrequests add300yardsonall concentra
tions.

0312- 4thPlatoonA/5th RCT orderedo moveout
acrosMLR at0330.

0315- 1 additionalFOteamhasarrivedonHarry.

0325- CCFonright, left andfront of Harry. Trenchesre
beingcleaned.

0328- Harryrequestfiaveanothergroupbring more
ammo

0340- HarryreportsCCFstill onthehill butexact
whereaboutsinknown.

0390 - Woundedmanbeingdebriefedstateghatat 0310
therewere200CCFsonfront slopeandin the
trenchesThosefriendly troopswerepushingthem
out.

0352- ForwardtrenchesaresecuredNo CCFin them.

0358- All countematteryandcountermortarfire is
being fired ontheright flank of Harry.

0420- Firing outerprotectivefires for Harryto catch
withdrawingCCF.

0425- CCFarewithdrawingto StarHill andStarRidge.

0450- Harryrequestseinforcementsmedicine litters,
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litter bearersandM39s.

0455- Harryis gettingheavyartyandmortarfire.

0458- CCFattackingOP Harry

0501- HarryrequestsmmediatereinforcementAll
weaponsrein badshape.

0505- 1stBn/5thRCT is alertedandreadyto moveou.

0515- Ceasdire, endof missiongivenby OPHarry

0625- Everythingis quietonOPHarry.

0655- Oneslightly woundedPW onwayfrom Harryto
Blue CP.

0756- Two platoondrom C CompanybsthRCT closeon

OPHarry.

0816- ApproximatelylOOWIA hadbeenprocessedby
3rdBn aid stationsince2400.

1300- Estimatecenemyforceof onereinforcedregiment
attackedOPHarryduringthenight 12-13 June.
Totalincomingroundsabout14,000mixed
Mortar andartillery.

2110- OPGeorgereportsonetrip flare setoff to theleft

of OPHarry.
2139-OPHarryrequestdllumination.

2150- Firefight onright sideof Harry

2205- OPHarryrptsreceiving76mmwP

2212- BothmoonbeamsadjusteconHarry

2206- OPHarryrequests litter bearerfor | WIA. Litter
bearedispatchedrom A/5thRCT.

2213- OPHarryreceivingheavyshelling.

2219- OPHarryreportsfriendly artillery landingin
trenches.

2230- Harryrequestsliscontinueall concentrations

exceptillumination.

2245- HarryreportshatAA behindOPis firing atflare
ship.

2255- Harryreportseverythingin goodcondition.
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2257- HarryreceivingMG fire fromthePimple.

2310- Blue Arty hasceasediring flaresonHarry. 81s
requestedo fire aflare every5 minutes.

2340- OPHarryrequestsnaximumillumination.They
sightedCCFonright.

14 JUNE

0010- OPGeorgerptsthatHarryis gettingshortfriendly
VT rounds.

0020- OPHarryis gettingl20mmmortarsfrom aback
azimuth6400.

0023- Harryrptsshortfrdly artystill comingin.

0205- OPHarrysuspectsCCFaroundposition.

0220- OPreceivingSA fire fromright. Request
increasedllumination andFPFfires belaid to left
andfront.

0255- Est75 CCFcomingup left sideof OPHarry.

0315- A Company/5thrptd seeingsomethingmoving
up left rearof Harry.81mmfire requested.

0405- OPGeorgeptsAW fire from left rearof Harry.

Unableto determingoosition.

0435- Harryreportsbunkerburningonleft rearof OP

0500- G/15thdepartedVLR for Harry

0505- 2ndBn/15relievedby 1stBn/15.5thRCT

assumedesponsibilityfor left of battalionsector
andOPTom.

0745- G CompanyrelievesC/5thRCT onHarry.

2045- Bn switchboardeportdandline to OPHarryout.

CommoaccomplishedhroughA Company.

2220- Since2050therehavebeen3 casualtie®nHarry

dueto enemymortar.

15JUNE
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0030- Land line to OP Harry reestablished.

0125- Harry reports CCF in trenches.RequestFDF

0130- E Company counterattack force is alerted to
move out. Tanks ordered to move out
immediately.

0135- Main attack is on the right side of Harry.

0147- Bunker burning on left rear of Harry. Requests
more litter bearersimmediately.

0151- OP Harry requestsall outer defensivefires.

0155- Land line to Harry hasbeenknocked out.

0159 - Small arms fire hasalmost stopped.

0210- E Company departed MLR for counterattack.

0217- 1stPlatoon, 15th Tank Co arrived at Bn CPin
preparation for counterattack.

0224- Bn CO to A Company to remove minesfrom
road leadingto Harry.

0218- OP Harry isreceivingfire from OIld Charlie

0227- Major Dennison,2nd Bn XO, directed to take
Command of OP.

0238- Flares are too far to the left for Harry.

0242- There is still SA fire and hand to hand fighting
on forward portion of hill.

0243- GeorgeCompany reports LT Walker, CO,
wounded.Lt Yomoshito assumedcommand.
flares are in right position but a little too high.

0245- Bn S11 reports approx 20 casualtieshave
arrived at forward aid station.

0249- MAJ Thomasorder commopersonnelto relay
land linesto OP Harry.

0252- Tanks departed MLR

0315- Easy Companyis now on Harry.

0315- Major Dennisondeparted MLR to organize
and commandhill. Still somesporadic SA fire
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from Hill.

0315- Requestfrom Harry to lift FPF, fire only outer
ring of defensivefires.

0332- Secondaryexplosionfrom burning bunker on
OoP

0345- B/15th departed for 2nd Bn areafor possible
counterattack on Harry. Harry requestsmore
litter bearers,have 10 casualtiesto be
evacuated.

0350- Major Dennisonreports all CCF clearedfrom
OP Harry and hill is secured.Requestsmedical
assistance.

0400- OP Harry requestscounter mortar on Star and
Bunker Hill and Counter battery on
Mushroom and Henry hills.

0420- It wasestimatedthat 100 CCF were in night's
action on Harry. 25 CCF KIA, no WIA
estimateasyet.

0504- MAJ Dennisonrequesteda few fresh peopleto
Help in reorganization of OP Harry. Also
requestedKSCs (Korean laborers) be
dispatched.

0525- Land line to Harry reestablished.

0700- Lead elementsof G Company departed Harry.

1530- Lead elementsof A/15th Inf departed MLR to
relieve E Company on Harry

1910- A Company/15thcompletedrelief of E
Company/15h on OP Harry.

2225- Harry requestsillumination. Heard noises.

16 JUNE

0217- OP Harry reports sighting of undetermined
number of CCF moving northeastvic
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CT517429. Arty beingplaced.

0930- P Company, GEF, completedrelief of A
Companyon Harry.

0935- GEF Battalion completesrelief of 2nd Bn/15th

Inf on MLR.

1945- 35t0 40 CCF advancingin trench from Star
Hill. Arty fired. Est 30 CCF casualties.There
were 4 WIAs from incoming rounds: 1 GEF, 2
houseboysand 1 sergeantfrom smoke
generator team.

2258- OP Harry heard noisesvic CT509424.Flares
fired. No enemysightingsreported.

17 JUNE

1445- 39th FA reports est50 CCF in the trench line
in front of OP Harry. Arty beingplaced.

1745- GEF (Hallis) rptd 40 CCF in trench at
T519435. Arty fired. Est6 KIA, 20WIA

2140- SGT Thanosreptd Harry receiving Arty and
mortar fire for pasthour.

2210- SGT Thanosreptd OP Harry receiving direct
fire around CP bunker and FO bunker.

2301- OP Harry reports 40 CCF at CT506425.Arty
notified. (This messagevasrelayedby William
Dannenmaier,author of We Werelnnocents: An
Infantrymanin Korea)

18 JUNE

0028- OP Georgereports estimatedtwo enemy
battalions attacking from NE and NW

0030- SGT Thanosrpts unknown number of CCF
moving south off Star Masstoward Harry.
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Requestsfinal barrages.

0035- OP Harry under heavymortar and arty
shelling. Company N 81sand 75sordered to
fire supporting. Flare ship on way.

0040- CCF advancingup right slopeof Harry

0050- AW fire down left front and left rear of Harry

0100- Col KoumanakosestimatesCCF force
attacking OP Harry at 2 battalions.

0116- Bn OP reptd incoming arty rounds decreasing
on Harry.

0150- OP Harry requestscontinuousarty fire and
continuousillumination.

0158- LT Pappasrptd asof now no CCF actually on
OP Harry, requestscontinuousillumination.

0205 - GEF Bn 6 (Koumanakos) statesP Company
hasa great number of casualties.N Companyis
being committed.

0210- Orange FO on OP Harry wasunder attack but
enemycameonly to within 10yards of trench,
maybe 1 or 2 got in trenches.

0218- Harry rpts 100150 CCF massing
to right of CT5064425.(About 100yards
downslopeof Harry) Mortars placed.

0238- Spartan 6 repts 1 platoon of N Company has
reachedHarry. Asksfor continuousillumine-

tion. Chinesehavereachedthe barbed wire.

0240- Pappasrepts the Chineseare at HG range.

0245- Spartan 6 (Koumanakos) Now is the most
critical time. If we repelthem, they will not
havetime to organize another attack. CCF
attacking from North and right of Harry.
Heavy arty and mtrs falling on Harry and
MLR.

0313- CCF in trencheson north noseof Harry. Hand
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to hand combat.

0330- N Company now counterattacking on OP
Harry. 1 Platoonof N Company with tanksin
valley. 2nd and 3rd Platoonsof N Company on
way to Harry.

0420- LT Pappasrpts all CCF driven off OP Harry.
OPissecure.

0600- Spartan 6 estimatedthat 3 enemybns attacked
OP Harry during the night.

0700- SGT Thanos, estfriendly casualtieswere 30
WIA and 6 KIA (incomplete)

0900- Est enemycasualtiesfor nights action on Harry
was120KIA and 480WIA

0910- Friendly casualtiesfor n i g fadti@nsvere:
GEF Bn 21 WIA, 4KIA; US personnel4 WIA,
KATUSA, 3WIA, KSC, 2WIA

1500- N Company completedrelief of P Company on
Harry and assumegesponsibility for the
mission.

1730- P Company closedassyareavic Hill 312.

1800- R Company completedrelief of O Companyin
right companysectoron MLR. 1 platoon of O
Company attachedto R Company. 2nd

Platoona O Companyremained on MLR
until daylight ascounterattack force for
Harry.

2130- Hvy Mtr Co repts 8 CCF moving toward
Harry. Mtrs fired with unknown results.

20JUNE

0400- 3rdBn, 23rdInf Regtcompletedelief of 5thRCT
andpassedo operationatontrolof CO, 3rd Inf
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Div. 5thRCT movesto Chipori aspartof the8th
Army reserve.

21 JUNE

0245- FrenchBn, 23rdInf Regtcompletedelief of 3rd
Bn, 23rdInf.

0300- Responsibilityfor entireregimentakectorpassed
to 23rdInf

1700- O Companycompletedeliefof N Companyon
OPHarry,

1755- OPHarryreptd3 GEFKIA, 2 GEFWIA, 2KSC
WIA andl1 AmericanWIA resultingfrom
incomingrounds.

22 JUNE

2005- OPHarryrptd sighting60 CCFmovingsouth
from StarHill. Arty placedresults25KIA, 15
WIA

2115- OPHarrysighted1015 CCFon Star.Mortarsand
artyfired. Also illumination.

2145- Undeterminechumberof CCFonright slopeof
StarFlaresandartyfired.

23JUNE

0030- OPHarryrptd hearingmovementlllum fired with
negativereaults. At sametime boobygrenade
wentoff atleft front of Harry.

2100- GEFrptsthat50 CCFbodieshavebeenburied
sincelastactiononHarry.

2250- Harryrptdreceivingapproximatelyl5 roundsof
60mmmortarfromvic CT507427.

0340- OPHarrysighted25 CCFvic CT508424 Mortars
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fired. 25 KIA.

25JUNE

0045- Hallis rpts50 cal MG andSA fire atHarryfrom
CT507425StarHill)

1645- Lt PappaseptsthatN CompanyrelievedO
CompanyonOPHarry

1725- OPHarryobsvd2 CCFrunningin trenchvic
CT519436.

27 JUNE

2255- Noisesheard\E of Harry. [lluminationfired with
negativeresults.

28 JUNE

1145- FloodWarningfrom G 2, Oneinchof rainfell
duringthe night. Riversarerising. If rivers
continueto risewe will haveflood conditionsby
tonightor tomorrow.More rain s forecastfor
today.

29 JUNE

1735- O Companyassumedesponsibilityfor OPHarry.
N Companyreturnedo positionsbehindHill 312,
minus1 platoonattachedo R Companyonthe
MLR.

30JUNE
No referenceso OPHatrry.

GLOSSARY
A
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AA Anti Aircraft
ammoAmmunition
Arty Artillery

AW AutomaticWeapon
azAzimuth

B

Blue Designatiorfor 3rd Bn, 15thinf RgmtCommand
Post

Bn Abbreviationfor Battalion

BurpgunA lightweight,portablesubmachinegunused
by CCF.BobBakeris

shownat centerholdingacapturedCCFBurpgun.

C

CacCaliber

CAP Captain(rank)

CCFAnN acronymfor ChinesegCommunist-orces
CO CommandingDfficer

COL Colonel(rank)

CommoCommunication

CPCommandoost

E
EstEstimatel
EvacEvacuated

F

FAB Field Artillery Battalion

FDFFinal DefensiveFire

FlankSide

FPFFinal ProtectiveFire

FDC Fire DirectionCenter(Artillery, Mortar)

FO ForwardObserverA soldierwho remotelydirects
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fire for artillery, mortars,or otherheavyweapons.
typicallyanFO s locatedonanoutpost.
Frdly: Friendly
G
G3RegimentaDperation®ffice
GEF GreekExpeditionaryForces
H
HE High Explosive.A typeof artillery or mortarround
HG HandGrenade
Hvy Heavy.Usuallyappliedto weaponsi.e. Heavy
Mortar andHeavyMachineGun
I
llum Refersto illumination by flaresor searchlight
(Moonbeam)
inf Infantry
K
KIA Killed in action
KSC KoreaServiceCorps(Koreanlaborers)
L
LD Line of Departure
LandLine Voicetelephondine
LP ListeningPost
LT Lieutenantrank)
M
M39 A tracked armoredpersonnetarrier
MLR Main Line of Resistance
MG Machinegun
MoonbeamWWII antiaircraftarcsearchlightsisedto
illuminatetheenemy.Think of deer,at night, caughtin a
c a haadlights.
MTR Mortar

N
NapalmGelledgasolineusedasanttpersonnelweapon
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0]

OPOutpost A positionaheadf theMLR usedto
observeenemyactionandbethefirst line of defenseln
theKoreanwar, OPsweregivennamesForexamplen
thesectorwhereOP Harrywaslocated therewerethree
OPsnamed from westto east,OP Tom, OP Dick andOP
Harry.

P

Pvt. Private(rank)

PW Prisonerof War

Q

Quad50 4 antiaircraft50 calibermachinegunsmounted
onahalf-trackusedto strafeattackingCCF

R

Red5 1stBn, 15thinf. CO

RCT RegimentalCombatTeam.reptsReports

S

S1 BattalionPersonneOfficer

S2 BattalionintelligenceOfficer

SA SmallArm. An Infantryhandcarriedweapon.
SGT Sergeanfrank)

\Y

Vic Vicinity

VT VariableTime fusedartillery shellswhich usedradar
technologyto detonateat apredeterminedistancefrom
thetarget.Produced preciseair burst.

W

WIA Woundedn action

X

XO ExecutiveOfficer

Printedin the United Statesof America,2008
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(he following documents the official report of theCO of the

15hreg Col. Akers,tothe3¢ ID, for theperiodfrom10to 18
of Junel953.)

5 R3  29Junel1953

TO: Commanding General

3d Infantry Division APO 468
ATTENTION: AC of S.03

1. Intelligence

a. Terrain

OutpostHarry (CT508422)s situatedsome400 meters
northeastof the friendly MLR which runs diagonally
northwestfrom CT518408to CT498420. The outpost
elevationis approximatelyd20 meters.lIt is locatedona
small hill, whichis 350 meterssouth,andpartof alarger
hill massoccupiedbytheenemyyreferredto asStarHill
(elevation 440 meters), CT507426. The outpost
commandsa good view of the enemyterrain and his
avenuesof approachto the MLR position. Sincethe
elevationof the outpostis greaterthan that of any
friendly-heldterrainwithin asareaof 1500metersthe
positionaffordsearlywarningof enemyapproacho the
mainbattleline (Enclosurel&?2). Theterrainwith 500
meterdgs generallyclassifiedasnontrafficableto tracked
vehicles and trafficable with difficulty to foot troops.
The ruggednature of the terrain, with its numerous
smaller ridges, offers some cover and concealmento
advancingenemytroops. Intermittentstreamsn either
sideof theoutpostflow southandconnectatapoint 100
meterssoutheasbf theoutpostflow southandconneciat
apoint 1000meterssoutheasdf theoutpostalongthe
friendly MLR. Theterrainin theimmedatevicinity of
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thesestreamss trafficableto trackedvehiclesduringthis
periodof theyear( Enclosure#3).

The road approachto the outpostfrom theMLR runs
north along an intermittent streamto the rear of the
outpost,wherethesupplypointis located. Fromhere,
movementsto the position must be accomplished
dismounted. The position itself contains a
communicatiorirenchwhich runsfrom the supplypoint
forwardsome400 meterdo theforwardobserer bunker
on the northernmost slope. Here this trench joins
anothertrenchwhich makesacompletecircle aroundthe
forward portion of the outpost;this portion is usually
referredto astheLoop. Approximately75 metergo the
rearof theloop, alongafinger of theridgerunningto the
right sideof theoutpostanadditionaltrenchextenddor
approximately 100 meters. This finger is mutually
supportingwith the Loop positionandhelpsto protect
the probable avenuesof enemy approachinto the
position. Theleft sideof theoutpostis steepenoughto
afford a natural barrier to the attackingenemyforces
(Enclosuret&5).

b. Weather:

Weatherconditionsduringtheperiod10-18 Junewere
clearskieswith scatteredow cloudsandtemperatures
rangingfrom aminimumof 65 degreeso maximumof
75degrees.

c. Lightdata:

Thelight datafor the periodof 10-18 Junewasas
follows:

Day Sunrise Sunset
Moonrise Moonset Phase
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10June 0507 1950
0328 1842 Quarter
11June 0507 1950
0415 1946 New
12 June 0506 1951
0511 2043 New
14 June 0506 1951
0612 2130 New
15June 0519 1951
0908 2159 New
16June 0520 1951
1006 2222 New
17 June 0521 1950
1103 2244 New

2. Prelimirariesto theattack:a. A comparative
Studyof Air Forcephotomission31 8-pii f | 87AMay,
3241-B and5812,bothflown 2 Juneandmission3260p
flownon__ Juneall indicatedmuchenemyactivity along
thedivision front. Thisactivity includedconstriction of
newpositions,SPrevetmentsartillery positions,supply
bunkerspersonnel bunkersanewbridgeandroad
improvement&longtheenemyMSR. An enemy
offensivewasobvious.

b. Duringthesameperiodprior to theattackof 10-11
June,ncreasegersonnesightingswerereportedduring
the daylight hours. During periods of darknessan
increasing number of vehicle lights were reported,
generallyin therearareasmoving southandsouthwest
towardthee n e nmyaiilsattlepositiors.
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c. Prior to the attack CCF Artillery Battalions
positionedto fire into the 3 Infantry Division sector
increasedirom an estimated13 | battalionswith 108
piecego anestimated.5 Battalionswith 126piecespf
thesel26piecescapableof firing in thedivision sector,
117wereeitherin positionor weredisplacedorwardso
asto be in positionto fire into the sectorof the 15h
Infantry Regiment. In addition, shellfragmentgicked
upin the 15t Infantry sectordisclosedhe enemyto be
employingthe 102 mmrocketfor thefirst time in this
area.Also evident during this period was increased
enemycounterbatteryfire onfriendly artillery positions.
Prior to this time, the enemy had concentratecbn
harassin@ndinterdictionfire onthemainM S R arsl
friendly positionson the OPIR and MR. Incoming
artillery andmortarroundsreportedn thedivision sector
increasedrom anaverageof 27 perdayto 670perday,
duringthe 4 to 5 daysprior to theinitial attackonthe
outpost.

d. Enemydisposition:

Unitsin contactin front of the 15" InfantryRegimentas

reportedn 34division PIR#160,datedd Junel953,were
estimatedas two unidentified battalionsof the 222d
Regiment, 74" Division, in the left sector,and two
unidentified battalions of the 221t Regiment, 74"
Division, in the right portion of the 15" Regimental
sector. The221st Regiment,74" Division, waslocatedin
thesectorimmediatelyoppositeOutpostHarry. Opposite
the 3d Division centerand right regimentwere two
unidentifiedbattalionsof the 70t Division, two battalions
of the208" Regiment,70h Division. Reservesapable
of interventionin the OutpostHarry sectionwerethetwo
reservebattalionsof regimentsn contactwith the 15h
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Infantryin theleft sectoraswell as,threebattalionsof
the 220" Regiment,unallocated,which were the 74"
Division reserve(Enclosures).

3. a. The friendly situation in the sectorof the15nh

Infantry Regimentprior to theinitial attackis shownon
overlay,Enclosure#7.

b. In addition it should be pointed out that the 15"
Infantry Regimentwvasat approximatelyl05%strength,
morale was high, and the regimentwas in excellent
overallcondition.

c. Two to threedays prior to the attackit became
apparenthatanattackwasimminent. Incomingartillery
andmortarfire alongthe MLR increasedo threeto four

timesnormal;counterfireplotsincrease@ndtherewere
numerousightingof CCFin largenumbers.

d. The membersof the 15" Infantry Regimentwere

alerted by the RegimentalCommanderhimself, and
couldnot hawe beenmorereadyfor battle.

e. OutpostHarry was classifiedas a major outpost
becaus®f its strategiamportance.The 15" Infantrywas
chargedvith defendingHarryatall costs. OutpostTom
was also classified as a major outpost, while Outpost
Dick wasclassifiedasa minor outpost.

4. Sequencef events:

a. Night: 10-11 June.

(1) 18501 first CCFsightingsreported Eachsighting
engagedy mortarandartillery.

(2) 213071 An ambustpatrolwestof OutpostDick in the
sectorof the GEFBattalionreportedChinesenumbering
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approximatel\250comingoff JacksorHeights. Mortar
andartillery beganfalling onthe 15" InfantryMLR as
well as OutpostsDick and Harry. After a short but
intensefirefight in thevicinity of OutpostDick, including
2,000 roundsof enemyartillery and mortar fire, the
enemywithdrew.

(3) 22451 While attentionwasstill focusedon Outpost

Dick, word camethatthe CCFwerein thetrencheson
OutpostH a r r hittérhandto hand fighting followed
andtheChinesewerekilled or drivenfromthetrenches.
The Chinesereinforcedtheir attack four more times
duringthe earlymorning hours and as late as 110430
Junewere in the trenchon the northernside of the
outpost. In addition to a composite local reserve
committed by the 3d Battalion commanderf and C
Companiesl5thinfantry Regimentwerecommittedto
reinforce. One platoon of tanks from Heavy Tank
Company, 15" Infantry Regment and one platoon of
infantrywere committedto the valley eastof Outpost
Harryasadiversionaryforce. Thistankinfantryteam
provedof greatvaluein channelizingheenemyattack.

(4) C530i A daylight CCFattackin battalionstrength
wasrepulsedoy element®ntheoutpost.

(5) 0630i Evacuatiorof woundedanddeadbegan.This
continuedhroughthedaylighthours. TheRegimental
Commander]15" InfantryRegimentyeorganizedplacing
B Company,15" InfantryRegimentonthe outpost.

b. Night of 11-12 June:
Overlay,Enclosure#8 showsthereorganizatiorthatthe

RegimentaCommandeeffectedto prepardor a
continuatiorof theattackbythe CCF.
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(1) 00051 Intensemortarandartillery fire startedalong
theMLR andon OutpostHarry.

(2) 00151 The Chinesemovingthroughtheirownand

friendly artillery gainedthetrenche®ntherearof the
outposthandto handfighting followed.

(3) 0032i The CCFgainedthetrenchonthenorthern

slopeof theoutpostwhile friendly forcesheldthe
southerrtrench. Bitter fighting ensuedandthe CCF
madenumerousattemptgo reinforcethroughthe
protectiveartilleryring. B Companyb™ Regiment
CombatTeamwasusedto reinforce. Oneplatoonof
tanksfrom HeavyTankCompany,15" Infantryandone
rifle platoonweredispatchedo thevalleyeastof Outpost
Harryasadiversionaryforce,andagainthisteamwas
highly successfuin canalizingthe enemyattack.

(4) 05451 Theenemywithdrewandall actionceaed.

Evacuatiorof thewoundedanddeadwasbegunandthe
RegimentalCommandetook immediatestepgo
reorganizdor renewedattacksplacingA company5sth
RegimentalCombatTeamonthe outpost.

c. Night of 12-13 June:

Overlay,enclosuret9 showstheorganizationathatthe
RegimentaCommandeeffectedto prepardor a
continuatiorof theattackbythe CCF.

(1) 22007 Enemyartillery andmortarfire preceded
CCFattackonthe Outpostwhichwashbrokenup by
friendly defensivdires. CCFwerein thetrenchfor a
shorttime but wereforcedto withdraw. Fightingceased
at2247.
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(2) 0208i The CCFattackedromthenorth,northeast,
andnorthwesbf theoutpost Bitter handto-handfighting
ensuedisenemygainedthetrenchonthenorthernsideof
theoutpost.L Companyl5h InfantryRegiment
reinforcedandby 0450the enemywasdrivenfrom the
trenchesandforcedto withdraw. A platoonof tanks
fromthe 64 Tank Battalionplusoneplatoonof infantry
weredispatchedo thevalleyeastof OutpostHarryand
operateduccessfullyasadiversionaryforce.

(3) 04507 Theenemywasdrivenfromthetrenchand
forcedto withdraw. All actionceasedvith theexception
of thefriendly counterbatteryandcountemortarfire.
Evacuatiorof thewoundedand deadwasbegunandthe
RegimentaCommandetookimmediatestepso
reorganizdor renewedattacks placingC Companysth
RegimentalCombatTeamonthe outpost.

d. Night of 13-14 June:
Overlay,Enclosure#10,showsthereorganizatiorthatthe
Regimental Commandeeffectedto prepareor a
continuatiorof theattackbythe CCF.

(1) 02551 Enemyartillery andmortarfire preceded
CCFscreeningactionagainstheoutpostfrom the east
andwestfor the purposeof protectingrecoveryof their
dead. This screenindgorcewasbrokenup by friendly
defensivdires. Action becamesporadicwith light
enemyartillery andmortarfire falling ontheoutpostand
theMLR.

(2) 04401 Theenemywithdrewandall actionceased.
TheRegimentalCommandetookimmediak stepgo
reorganizdor renewedattacksplacingG Company15th
Infantry Regimentontheoutpost.
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e. Night of 14-15 June:
Overlay,Enclosure#11showsthereorganizationhatthe
RegimentaCommandeeeffectedto prepardor a
continuatiorof theattackbythe CCF.

(1) 01251 The Chinesemovingthroughfriendly artillery
anddefensivdires, gainedthetrenchedo therearof the
outposthandto handfighting followed.

(2) 02221 Friendlyforcesheldtheoutpos with the

enemyreinforcingin the bitter handto-handaction. F
Companyl5thinfantry Regimentwascommittedio
reinforce. Oneplatoonof tanksfrom HeavyTank
Companyandoneplatoonof infantrywereagain
dispatchedo thevalleyeastof OutpostHary asa
diversionaryforce.

(3) 03451 Theenemywithdrewandall actionceased.
Evacuatiorof thewoundedanddeadwasbegunandthe
RegimentalCommandetook immediatestepgo
reorganizdor renewedattacksplacingA Company15h
Infantry Regimentontheoutpost.

f.  Night of 1516 June:

This was a quiet night on the outpost and on the
following morning the Regimental Commandeer
placedthe GFF Battalion in the Outpost Harry sector
in order that his US Battalions, all of which had
suffered casualties,could refit and reorganize.

g. Night of 16-17 June:

There wasno significant action this night, permitting
much needed engineer work on the outpost to be
accomplished by P Company, GEF Battalion and
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elements of B Company, 100 Engineer (Combat)
Battalion.

h. Night of 17-18 June:

Overlay, Enclosure#12showsthe disposition of forces
in the Regimentalsectorprior to the continuation of
the attack by the CCF.

(1) 00521 The Chinese, moving through their own
and friendly artillery and mortar fire, attacked
Outpost Harry from the northeast and northwest.
The enemywasrepelled and wasforced to withdraw,
but stayedin the area.

(2) 024071 The enemyattacked from the north under
intenseartillery and mortar fire. The CCF gainedthe
trenchesof the outpost on the northern slopeat 0313.
Bitter hand-to-hand fighting ensuedwith the enemy
making numerousattemptsto reinforce through the
protective artillery ring. N Company, GEF Battalion
was committed to reinforce. One platoon of tanks
from Heavy Tank Company, 15" Infantry Regiment
and oneplatoon of infantry were dispatchedto the
valley eastof Outpost Harry asa diversionary force.
(3) 00207 The enemywasforced out of the trenches
on the outpostand all action ceasedwith the enemy
withdrawing. Evacuation of the woundedand dead
was begun and the Regimental Commander took
immediate stepsto reorganizefor renewedattacks.

5. EnemyforcesemployedagainstOutpost Harry:
10-11 A reinforced CCF regiment.
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11-12 A CCF regiment.
12-13 A reinforced CCF regiment.
13-14 An estimated100CCF.

14-15 An estimated120CCF.
1516 Negative

16-17 Negative

17-18 A CCF Regiment

6. a. Friendlycasualtiesor theperiod 101800T
Junei 181800TJuneareasfollows:

KIA WIA MIA
15h InfantryRegiment
68 343 35
KATUSA
8 51 7
GEFRN 15 36 1
Attached& SupportingUnits
5hRCT 13 67 1
10"FingrRN 5 83 0
39 EA 5 13 0
TOTALS 102 533 44
b. EnemyCasialties:
KIA (counted): 223
KIA (estimated): 1450
WIA (estimated): 3800

7.  Ammunitionexpended?
8. Enemysupportingfires:

During the period of the OutpostHarryaction, enemy
artillery and mortar fire was intensive. The following

10 Omittedby theauthor
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figuresrevealtheestimatediaily enemyexpendituren
the 15" InfantryRegimentsectort!

9. Communicationsa. Heavyshellingduringphases
of the action on OutpostHarry emphasizedagainthe
needfor reliabe radio communicationand the normal
overdependencyf tacticalunitsonwire communication.
b. Extensivewire facilities had beenpreparedfor
normalusebetweerunitsonandto therearof the MLR.
In additionto field wire circuitsfrom infantry,artillery
and weaponssectionsto forward observersand the
companyCP on Harry, a spiratfour cable had been
placedand buried 12-18 inchesin the accessrenches
fromtheoutposto theMLR. Manydirecthits, including
friendly final protective fires, disruptedall field wire
circuitsandseveredhecablein at leasteightdifferent
places.At notime duringheavyfires couldlandlinesbe
keptin andworking.

c. DirecthitsonthecommunicationdunkeronHarry
destoyed normal radio communicationsequipment
initially andlimited radio contactto thatmaintainedoy
forward observersto their parentunits. Reinforcing
companiesveresuppliedwith equipmenteceivedrom
the Division Signal Supply section and reestablished
radio contact, which was thereafter maintained by
replacing damagedand destroyedsetswith new ones
broughtin fromtherear.

11 Omittedby theauthor
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d. Rapid replacementof companiesemphasizedhe
inherentadvantageof the AM/PRC-10 which could
quickly be shiftedto anewcommancdhetfrequencyto
maintaincontact. Frequencyshifting alsominimizedthe
dangerof enemyradio interferenceby compromie of
frequenciesndcall signs.

10. Administration:

a. During the period 10-18 June 1953, the 215"
Infantry Regimentwas confrontedwith administrative
problemghatwerenewandunusual. Theadministrative
personnel presently assignedto this regiment were
familiar with normal casualtyreporting, and the usual
administrativeaftereffectsof suchreporting,speedoeing
thekeynote. Overthis period,theregimentsuffered68
officers and EM KIA; 343 officers and EM KIA; 35
officersEM KIA; in additionto this, the regiment also
had 16 GEF KIA; 36 GEF WIA; | GEF MIA; 8
KATUSA personneKIA; 51 KATUSA personneWIA:
and7 KATUSA personneMIA.

b. Ther e g i mgreatestcencernwas not only the
spee and accuracyof reportingsuchdetailsinvolving
the definite types of casualties,but also the swift
evacuatiorandidentificationof casualties.The Adjutant
Generabfthe3d Infantry Division hadaprepareglan
for casualtyreporing for unitsontheline whenheavily
engageasin anactionof thistype. Thisplanenabled
the 15" Infantry Regimento call for acasualtyreporting
teamto cometo the sceneimmediately and station
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membersattheaid-stationgn thevicinity of theaction.
This team stayedthroughoutthe action, working long
hours without regard for food or sleep, and, in
conjunctionwith the administrativepersonnelof this
headquartersywas able to use the nomal reporting
methods.By beingonthe spotat thevariousaid stations
the teamwas also able to keep the engagedunits
informedasto who hadbeenevacuate@scasualties.

c. Due to the fact that every line companyof this
regimentplus 3 line companiesof the operationally
attachedLst Battalion,5!" RegimentalCombatTeamwere
utilized in thedefenseof OutpostHarry, evacuatiorand
casualtyreportingwasa majorproblem.

d. With the large numberof units involved and the
necessityor rapidevacuatiorof seriouslywoundedthe
casualtyreportingteamin additionto gatheringcasualty
information on the spot, covered every medical
evacuationstation as well as the helicopterevacuation
service whichaccountedor over10%of thewounded
the first day. By staying abreastof the medical
evacuationnformationandcomparingthesefiguresby
namewith casualtyreportsof engagedinits maximum
possibleaccuracyin reportingwasachieved.In addition,
clerical personnel were stationed at the Graves
RegistrationSectionthroughoutthis action to further
assistin casualtyreporting.

e. In summation,by covering all of the possible
medicalevacuatiorchannelandthe GravesRegistration
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Sectionit was possibleto crosscheckunit casualty
recordswith theregimentamasternnformationfile, and
therebyestablishaccurateasualtyfiguresby name. This
procedure expedited the preparationof letters of
sympathy and greatly facilitated the processingof
recommendationor awardsanddecorations.

11. Supply: Ammunition presentedthe major supply
problemduringthe periodof this action,atotal of 600
tons being haukd. At no time was there a critical
shortageof anytype. Howevertheactiondid reveala
necessityfor more ammunitionof the following types
beingon hand,onposition:P1mmMortar (illuminating
shell; cal 30 M-1; cal 30 Machine Gun and cal 50
Machine Gun. Having theseitems on position would
resultin afar lessof a burdenontransportatiomueto
long haulsto distantA S P fh additionto ammunition,
the major items of supply provided during the period
wereashownbelow.12 BesideasmmunitionandTO&E
itemstheothermajoritemsof supplywerelogs, wire,
andfortification materialswhichwererequireddaily to
facilitaterebuildingof damagedunkersduringthelulls
in theaction. Hereagainno seriousshortagedeveloped,
andsubordinateinit requestsverefilled.
Transportation: Closelyrelatedto the supplyproblem
wastheproblemof transportation.Dueto combatiosses
it wasnecessarjor Ordinancdo replacedamagedrucks

12 Thesatemswereomitted by theauthor
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onthespotin orderto keepsuppliesolling. Ordinance
alsosuppliedmaintenancéeamso facilitateoperations.
Perhapshegreatesteficiencywhichappearedvasthe
shortageof assistantdrivers for vehicles. This lack
resultedn regulardriversworking aroundtheclock for
daysin successiomgatchingsleepatirregularintervals.
Service: Servicewasadequateuringtheentireperiod,;
the work of the Graves Registration Section was
particularly outstanding. Members of the Grave
RegistratiorSectionmovedto theoutpostto personally
superviseandexpeditetheevacuatiorof thedead,and
insurethe properhandlingof personakffects.
12.Conclusions:

a. TheCCFenemyis capableof massingartillery ata
givenpointonthefront just aseffectivelyasourown
artillery and his employment of smoke to cover
withdrawalsis mosteffective,

b. TheCCFenemymovedthroughhisownartillery.
c. Early warning is a prerequisitefor the successful
defenseof anoutpost.

d. Timelyreinforcementanbethedecidingfactorin
thelossor retentionof anoutpost.

e. Wire communicatiormustbe consideredneffective
whenthe CCFenemymakesa supportedattack.

f.  Radio equipmentis vital but not effectiveenough
with presenequipment.
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g. TheCCFenemyemploysfeintsin thesamemanner
aswe do asindicatedby his moveagainstOutpostDick
inthefirstn i g &ctiod.s

h. TheCCFsoldierandhisjunior officersaretough,
well disciplinedfighters. Theypossesgreatstealthat
night, and arecapableof approachingo within afew
yards of our positionsundetected.In handto hand
fighting the Americanand Greek soldier are infinitely
superior. The Chinesesoldier appearsto be shocked
when he facesan Allied soldier at close range. His
reactionis slow enoughto permit him to be shot or
bayoneted.

i.  Theimportanceof battlefieldilluminationcannotbe
overemphasizedThesearchlightalthoughvaluable,is
notaloneadequatdor illumination.

J- The senior commandersof the CCF Army give
every indication of stupidity and lack of professional
knowledgein regardto the timing, coordination, and
generapatternof their attacks.

k. Theevacuatiorof woundedrom anoutpostat night
while under intenseattack is nearly an impossibility
exceptin thecaseof walkingwounded.

I.  Interrainof thetypefoundin Korea,theinfantry
needdull trackvehicles,coveredwith four or five men
capacityfor evacuatiorof thewounded.

m. Concurrentvith the needfor speedyrebuildingof
defensive position is the necessity for immediate
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evacuatiorof thedead,in orderto simplify therebuilding
operatiorandto obviatetheloweringof morale.

n. Thecombinationnfantry-tankteam,asemployedn
thevariousactions provedhighly successfuin denying
important avenuesof approachto the enemy,and in
permitting CCFsupportingveaponsto betakenunder
fire more readily than could be accomplishedrom
positionsalongthe MLR.

13.Resultsof Operation

a. All positions,including OutpostHarry, wereheld by
the 150 Infantry Regimentat the completion of the
action.

b. Over5,000casualtiesvereinflicted onthe 74 CCF
Division, which destroyedthe combat effectivenessof
thatunit.

c. Casualtiesufferedby the 15" Infantry Regimentand
attachedinitswereapproximately10%of thosesuffered
by the enemy. At the end of action the 15" Infantry
Regimentemainedn line with the moraleof themen
andtheir pridein theregimentreachinganall time high.

P.F. AkersJR

Col Infantry
Commanding
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RecognizingHeroesof the
Korean War

e by Gl Koreain: KoreanWar
March 19th,2008at 11:25am

ForthosethatenjoyreadingKoreanWar history, belowl
have consolidatedthe links to my on going seriesof
Heroesof the KoreanWar. The KoreanWar is filled with
manygreatheroesput dueto little publicinterestin the
war, thestoryof their heroicshaslargelygoneunnoticed.
Here at the ROK Drop the leadership,bravery, and
sacrificesof the braveservicememberavho foughtin the
KoreanWar doesnot go unnoticed.| hopethroughmyon
going seriesto educatemyreadersabouttheseheroes
especiallythe foreign soldiersthat you hear nothing
aboutthatservedsobravelyduringthe KoreanWar.

| have organizedthe list by year and hawe notedthe
country,theunit the heroservedwith, andwhich battle
theherowasmostnotablyfoughtin. Someheroedought
in multiple battlesof note,butfor purpose®f thislist |
notedthe battletheir participationwasmostrecognized
for. Sotake afew momentsandreadthestories,f you

h a v ealmeady,of thesebrave men who servedso
notablyduringthe KoreanWar. Finally if you haveany
recommendationr futureadditionsto my on goinglist
of Heroesof the Korean War feel free to add the
suggestionn thecommentsection.Thanks.


http://rokdrop.com/2008/03/19/recognizing-heroes-of-the-korean-war/
http://rokdrop.com/2008/03/19/recognizing-heroes-of-the-korean-war/
http://rokdrop.com/category/korean-war/
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Heroesof the Korean War:

1950:

LieutenantColonelCharlesB. Smith(USA), Commander
1stBattalion,21stinfantryRegiment,TaskforceSmith
Battle

Major GeneralWilliam Dean(USA), CommandeR4th
InfantryDivision, Battleof Taejon

GenerallahsinYazici (Turkey), Commandefist Turkish
Brigade,Battle of Kunuri

EnsignJessd.. Brown (USA), US Navy32ndFighter
SquadronChosinReservoir

LieutenantColonelRussellBlaisdell(USA), Chaplain
US Air Force,OperatiorKiddy Car Airlift

1951:
ColonelPaulFreeman{USA), CommandeR3rdInfantry
Regimentatthe Battleof Chipyongni

LieutenantColonelRalphMonclar(France) Commander
FrenchBattalion,Battleof Chipyongni

Lieutenam ColonelJamesP. Carne(UK), Commander
Gloucestershir8attalion,Battle of theImjim

LieutenantColonelJ.R.Stone(Canada)Commander
Princess? a t r Camadiarbight Infantry, Battle of the
Kapyong



http://rokdrop.com/2007/07/05/heroes-of-the-korean-war-ltc-charles-b-smith/
http://rokdrop.com/2006/09/11/heroes-of-the-korean-war-major-general-william-dean/
http://rokdrop.com/2008/03/10/heroes-of-the-korean-war-general-tahsin-yazici-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2008/05/27/heroes-of-the-korean-war-ensign-jesse-l-brown/
http://rokdrop.com/2008/06/09/heroes-of-the-korean-war-chaplain-russell-blaisdell-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2007/02/12/heroes-of-the-korean-war-colonel-paul-freeman/
http://rokdrop.com/2006/12/21/heroes-of-the-korean-war-ltc-ralph-monclar/
http://rokdrop.com/2007/11/15/heroes-of-the-korean-war-ltc-james-p-carne-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2007/01/01/heroes-of-the-korean-war-ltc-jr-stone/
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LieutenantColonelDionisio Ojeda(Philippines),

CommandePhilippinesExpeditionaryForceTo Korea
(PEFTOK),Battleof the Yultong

1952:
BrigadierGeneraHaydonBoatneUSA), Commander
GeojePOWCamp

1953:

Lieutenant Colonel GeorgeKoumanakos (Greece),
Commander Sparta Battalion, Battle of Outpost
Harry

PostKorean War:
LieutenantCommandet loyd Bucher(USA),
CommandelJSSPueblo,USSPueblolncident

Lt. Col GeorgeKoumanakos


http://rokdrop.com/2008/05/07/heroes-of-the-korean-war-lieutenant-colonel-dionisio-ojeda-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2007/05/29/heroes-of-the-korean-war-general-haydon-boatner-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2008/07/17/heroes-of-the-korean-war-lieutenant-colonel-george-koumanakos-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2007/01/26/remembering-the-uss-pueblo/
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July17th,2008at4:22am

Heroesof the Korean War:
Lieutenant Colonel George
Koumanakos- Part 1

by Gl Koreain: KoreanWar

Historical Parallels

Therecentanimatedil m 300dramatizedhe Battle
of Thermopylaein 480 BC that featureda protracted

battle betweena small Spartan force led by King
Leondasthatwastaskedwith delayingtheadvanceof
the overwhelminglymuch larger force of the invading
Persianged by King Xerxes.

The battle was portrayedas the small Spartanforce
protectingthefledgling startof westerrdemaracyfrom
being enslavedby the dictatorial PersianKing. This


http://rokdrop.com/2008/07/17/heroes-of-the-korean-war-lieutenant-colonel-george-koumanakos-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2008/07/17/heroes-of-the-korean-war-lieutenant-colonel-george-koumanakos-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/2008/07/17/heroes-of-the-korean-war-lieutenant-colonel-george-koumanakos-part-1/
http://rokdrop.com/category/korean-war/
http://www.300spartanwarriors.com/
http://www.300spartanwarriors.com/
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moviewould go onto beahugeboxoffice successnd
raise public awarenessaboutthe significanceof the
battle. However, though this famous historical battle
happenedhearly2,500yearsagofew peopletoday(even
in GreeceYealizethatGreeksoldiersjust 55 yearsago
had fought in their own modern day Battle of
Thermopylaeduringthe KoreanWar for similarrea®ns
andfortunatelyevenbetterresults.

Background

WhentheUnited Nationsauthorizedheuseof forceto
expeltheNorth Koreanmilitary who hadinvadedSouth
KoreaonJune25, 1950for thesolepurposeof reuniting
thepeninsulaundercommunismpneof the nationsthat
provided a large contingentof combattroops was the
nationof GreeceGreecevolunteeredo supplyoneAir
Force transport squadronand one combat infantry
battalion of 840 mento fight in the defenceof the
Republicof Korea.

“g\,\.ENlc FDMEy

(Thepunchof the Greeksoldiers)
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It would seenstrangeatfirst thatasmallnationlike
Greecenvould bewilling to sendso manysoldiersto fight
in awarthatonthesurfacewould appeato havenothing
to do with them consideringhow far Korea is from
Greeceand the fact the nation has no geo-strategic
implicationsto Greek security. However, before the
KoreanWar Greecehadits owninternalcivil war against
acommunistmovementhatwas ultimately crushedy
theGreekgovernmentG r e e awaeXxEeriencexgainst
communistackedorcescausednuchGreeksympathy
with thesituationthat SouthKoreawasnow facedwith.
AnotherfactorthatinfluencedG r e e de@sidto goto
war in Koreawasthattheirancientrivals, the nationof
Turkeyhadalsoagreedo sendalargecombatforcein
supporioftheUS ledwar effort in SouthKorea.Turkey
hadsentalargecombatforceto build strongerdefence
relationswith the United Statesin case Turkey ever
needednilitary assistancen returnfromtheUS dueto
theloomingthreatof SovietexpansionismMuch of the
samehought processcould beattributedto the Greek
government that sat on the frontier of Soviet
expansionisnaswell. Sotherewasavarietyof reasons
for why the Greeksdecidedo goto warin Koreaand
with thatdecisionthe Greekgeally did their bestto put
togetheracapablecombatforceto fight for thefreedom
of SouthKorea.
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Arrival in Korea

TheGreeksarrivedin
Korea on December9,
1950andtheir Air Force
transportsquadronwas
immediately put to use
in supportof allied operationsT he Greekgroundforces
which were deployed under the name, The Royal
HellenicBattalionhadto gothroughinitial pree.combat
trainingattheallied training facility locatedin Daegu.
Unlike someother allied nationsthat had arrived in
Daegufor training the Greek forces were quite well
trainedonarrival dueto manyof thesoldiersin the unit
having prior combat experiencefighting in the Greek
civil war. By Januarythe RoyalHellenic Battalionwould
seeits first combatoperatiorwhenit wasassignedo the
1stCavalryDivision andfoughtin the Battle of Hill 381
atlcheononJanuary29,1951.Theunit wouldgoonto
conductother combatoperationsin Korea with the
division, butwhenthe KoreanWa r fi@stline begarto
solidify andthewar turnedinto oneof holding hill top
garrisonsas peacetalks went on at Panmunjom,the
Greeksspenta yeardefendinghe SouthKoreanfrontier
nearthevillage of Yeoncheornust northof Seoulbefore
beingmovedto conductoperationsn the Chorwonarea
which hadbythenbegunto beknownastheinfamous
Iron Triangle.Despitetheamountof combatthe Greeks
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hadseenin two andhalf yearsof fighting in the Korean
War the bloodiestfighting and their greatestcombat
achievemenbf the entire war would occur ironically
enoughduringtheverylastdaysof thewar.

Prelude to Battle

By Juneof 1953anarmisticefrom thepeacdalksat
Panmunjomappearedo be imminent. The Chinese
military leadershipunderstoodthat a truce could be
signedat any time and thus they begana seriesof
operationsto capturekey strategicterritory from the
United Nations forces that would give the communist
alliesamilitary advantagevhenatrucewassigned.One
of themostkeypiecesof terrainthatthe Chinesevanted
to capturewasalonely mountaintop outpostin the lron
Triangleknownsimply asOutpostHarry.

CCF/NKPA

. EIGHTH ARMY

Thelron Triangleareaduring theKoreanWar.

OutpostHarry hadreceivedts namebecaus®ther
adjacenthilltops were known as Tom, Dick, and then
therewasHarry. However,unlike OutpostsTom & Dick,
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Harrystretchedutasapeninsuldike landmasgrom the
rest of the a | | froatkinés and the landmasswas
connectedo a Chineseoccupiedhilltop knownasStar
Hill. Thehill topthatthealliesgarrisonecbonOPHarry
was1l,280feethighandlookedacrosgsheridgeline of
thelandmassackat StarHill whichwasonly about400
yardsawayandslightly tallerthenOPHarry.

REA 125,000 e S ves pae®  KUMHWA

Sz JACKSON REIGHTS | S
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Thereasonghe Chinesedecidedhat OP Harry wasan
importanttacticallandmasgo capturewasbecausehe
hill offeredthebestobservatiorof thesurroundingarea
that allowed the allies easyview of any enemytroop
movementen their sideof thefrontline. If thehill was
capturedthe allies wo u | jdst I6ge their ability to
observeChinesdroop movementdyuttheallieswould
alsohaveto fall backa distanceof about10kilometers
because¢he Chinesevouldhavetheability to rain down
accurateartillery ontheallied sideof theborderdueto



-277-

thegreatobservatiorthehilltop providedof the Kumwha
Valleythattheallies currentlyoccupied.

Thispictureof the KumhwaVvalleyduring the KoreanWar.

At the time O P 6Tem, Dick, & Harry were all being

defendedbytheUS 15" Infantry Regimenobf the US 3
Infantry Division. Atthetime,the GreekBattalion,which
hadbecome&nownasthe SpartaBattalionwasunderthe
commandof Lieuterant Colonel George Koumanakos
andwasattachedo the 15" Infantry to helpfortify this
sectionof the frontline. Companiesfrom the regiment
would rotate defendingthe outpoststhe regimentwas
responsibldor holdingontheir sectorof thefrontline.
The regimentat the time had roughly 4,000 soldiers
includingthe GreekBattalionto defendheir sector.

GreekBattalionCommandet.TC GeorgeKoumanaks



http://www.ophsa.org/newsletters/images/newsletter-41.pdf
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TheChineseontheotherhandhaddecidedo commit
their entire 74" Division of 13,000 soldiersin their
offensiveoperation to capturethe OPHarryfromtheUS
150 Infantry Regimentandfully expectedheoperation
to beaquickandeasysuccesslueto thesheersizeof the
force they were committing. The confidenceof the
Chinesewas quite evidentto the soldigs of the 150
Infantry defendinghe OP becauséhe Chinesemadeno
effort to disguisetheir offensiveoperationTheevidence
wasquiteclearthatthe Chineseneregoingto launchan
attackasadditionaltroops,equipmentandsuppliescould
be seenenteringthe Chinesesideof thefrontline. An
attack was imminent and the soldiers of the 15h
Regimento includeColonelKoumanakosandhis men
of the SpartaBattalionbracedhemselve$or theheavy
combatto come.
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\ﬁeofOutpostHarry with the Chineséheld Star Hill in the
background.

The Battle of Outpost Harry Begins

TheChineseassaulbeganon Junel0, 1953with a
heavyartillery andmortarbarrageontheallied positions.
A nighttime assauliwhichwascustomaryby Chinese
forces during the Korean War dueto thea | | aire s 6
superiority was launchedagainstall the 15" Infantry
R e g i mpositiordts includethe Chinesemaineffort
attackingacrosgheridgeline from StarHill to captue
OPHarry. The Americandefender®f OPHarry held off
the Chineseattackuntil daybreakbut fighting continued.

Just after midnight on June 12 the Chineseforces
through hand to hand fighting againstUS forces had
capturedthe northern trench of OP Harry. Once the
trenchline wascapturedhe Chinesehenbegareffortsto
reinforceit beforeproceedingpverthehilltop to capture
thesoutherrtrenchline theUS forcesstill occupied As
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the Chinesebeganto reinforce the trenchline a US
counterattackusing heavy artillery and tanks targeting
Chinesesoldierstrying to reinforcethosein thetrench
line was launched.The Chinesebeganto take heavy
casualtiemndby daybreakwithdrewoutof the northern
trenchline whenit becameapparentheywould notbe
ableto successfullyholdit from US air attackoncethe
suncameup.

During the day the Chinesecontinuedtheir artillery
barrageon OPHarryasa fresh batchof US forcesrotated
onto thehilltop while the prior unit carriedtheir dead
and woundedoff the mountain.Over 200 dead and
woundedwverepulledoff thehill fromthe previousdays
fighting all becaus®f the needto hold a bald barrenhill.
Thenextnightwould bea nearexactrepeatf the night
before as the Chinesewould once again capturethe
northerntrenchline to only loseit onceagaindueto aUS
counterattackand the Chinesehaving to abandonthe
trenchline at daybreak.The nextdaythe Americanunit
draggedheirdeadandwoundedbackdownthehill and
werereplacedby anotherAmericancompanyjust like the
unit beforeit.
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Greekand Americansoldiersat OutpostHarry.

This cycle would continue until June 15" when
LieutenantColonel Koumanakos was alertedthat his
menof the SpartaBattalionwould bethe nextunit to
defendOP Harry. By thistime nearlytwo US infantry
battalionsof soldiershad beendecimaed by the five
prior daysof fighting onthehill andthe Greeksvould be
thenextto withstandthe fury of the Chineseattacks.

Next Posting: Defendingh Out Hast o0s 0O
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GreekBattalionCommandet. TC GeorgeKoumanake

Heroesof the Korean War:
Lt. Col. GeorgeKoumanakos

Part 2 Defendingi Out po st
Harroso

Defendingi Out Ha@amisit 0 s 0

Onthemorningof Junel6h the Greeksbegartheir
marchupthe hill to OPHarryasAmericansoldiersfrom
the15h Infantry Regimentheywerereplacingdragged
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their deadandwoundeddownthe mountain.By nowthe
Greekshadbegunto call OutpostHarry, OutpostHarros
which meangleathin the GreeklanguageThis moniker
wasappropriateeonsideringheamountof bloodthatwas
beingspilledto defendthis remotehilltop fortress When
the Greekgeachedhehilltop fortresstheywereamazed
to find nearlynothingleft standingdueto the blastingthe
hilitop had taken from Chineseartillery. The Greek
sddiershadknewthe hilltop hadbeenfairly devastated,
but eventhoughtheywereforewarnedaboutthedamage
doneto OPHarrythelevel of destructioronceonthe
hilltop still surprisedhemandmadethemwonderhow
anybodyhadsurvivedsuchanattackin thefirst place.
Moreimportantlyit madethemwonderhowtheywere
goingto survivesuchanattackaswell.

Theviewfrom OutpostHarry towardsStarHill.
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Realizing how the hill could not be held if the
fortifications were not reconstructed, Colonel
Koumanakosmmediatelyhadhis soldierswith theaid of
Korean Service Corps workers, begin redigging the
trench lines as well as reconstructingthe sandbagged
fortifications. TheChineseaarelyeverattackedduringthe
daysoasmuchwork aspossiblehadto becompleted
during the daylight hoursthey had left. The Greek
soldiersfelt like theywerediggingupagraveyarddueto
thesheeramountof Chinesebodiesleft onthehill. The
smelldeathwreakedeverywherdrom thedecomposing
Chinesebodies. Occasionallythe Greek soldiersand
KSC workerswould find anAmericanbodyintermingled
with themasse®f Chinesebodieswhichreally showed
how up closeandpersonalthe handto handcombathad
beento holdthehill. Asthe Americanbodieswerefound
the Greekswould carrythembackdownthehill to be
transportedo a casualtycollectionpoint. It wasagrim
taskthatmadethe Greeksoldiersif the nextmorningit
would bethembe draggedlownthe mountainlike their
Americancomrades?
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el LS. N R
Chinesebodiedlitter thesidesof OutpostHarry.
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Reconstructiomnthe southerrtrenchline of OPHarry
was going well, but LieutenantColonel Koumanakos
faceda greatproblemwith trying to refortify thenorthern
trenchline of thehilltop garrisonWhenhesentsoldiers
tothenorthernsideof the hill to beginthereconstruction
theChinesesoldierswereableto seethemunlike with
thesouthen trenchline andbegarto raindownaccurate
mortar fire on them. The first casualtiesfor Colonel
Koumanakosmen during the Battle of OutpostHarry
camefromthis mortarbarrageKoumanako®rderechis
menbackto the southerrsideof the hill anddecidedo
wait until darkto beginwork onthe northerntrenchline
again.
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This was a risky propositionconsideringthe Chinese
usuallyattackat night which meantthe soldiersprobably
had little time to reconstructthe trench. As night fell
Colonel Koumanakospulled his machinegun teams
forwardto overwatchthesoldiershe hadworkingin the
darknessto reconstructthe northern fortifications.
Surprisingly that night the Chinesedid not attackthe
outpost. The Greekswere lucky that the Chinesehad
takenanight off ontheir offensiveto reconsolidat@and
rest their troops. Ceasing this opportunity Colonel
Koumanakoshad has men work through the night to
rebuildthenortherndefencesAt daybreakhe Chinese
sawthe Greeksoldiersworking onthe northerndefences
againandbegarfiring mortarroundsatthemonceagain.
With someof thefortificationsreconstructeénougho
shelterfrom mortarfire in, the Greekcommandedecided
to keephistroopsonthenorthernhill facein orderto
keepimprovingthe defenceslespitethe mortarfire. The
Greeks worked throughout the day improving the
northerndefenceslespitethe mortarfire andthenthat
nightthereadiedhemselvesor theinevitableChinese
onslaughthatwassureto come.

The Final ChineseOffensive

At 11PMthenight of Junel7th the Chineseonslaught
did come as the Chineseatfter their operationalpause
mace their last ditch effort to capture OP Harry.
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Howeverthistimeit w a s theédAtmericangheywould
befighting butthemenof ColonelKoumanako$reek
Battalion.Justlike in the prior daysbattlesthe Chinese
justthroughshesr numbersvasonceagainableto get

into the northern trench line. Colonel Koumanakos
soldiersjust like the ancientSpartanwarrior of King
Leonidas fought hand to hand against the vastly
numericallysuperiorfoes.By midnightthe Greekswere
ableto pushthe Chinesebackoutof thenortherntrench
line dueto thestubborrdefenceby the Greeksaswell as
themassiveartillery advantageheallied forcesemployed
against the advancing Chinese. Despite this initial
setbackhe Chineseverenotdonewith the Greeksyet.

Aerial viewoftheOutpostHarry and StarHill landmass.
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The Chineselaunchedanotherattack on the northern
trench and this time brought even more soldiersto
capturet. TheGreeksoughtonthehill for threemore
hoursthatincludedonceagainhandto handcombatin
thenortherntrenchline. The Chineeby 3AM on June
18h hadrecapturedhe northerntrenchline andtriedto
refortify by massinga ring of artillery fire aroundthe
position to deter any counterattackHowever, Colonel
Koumanakoslecidedo commitanotheiGreekcompany
of menbackedby a platoonof US tanksto recapturehe
trench line. The Greek soldiers chargedthrough the
artillery fire anddescendedhto thetrenchego expelthe
Chineseanvaders.Thecounterattackvassuccessfuand
the Greekssuccessfullyecapturedhenortherntrench.

DaybreakonJunel8h approache@ndthe Chinesewho
still hadnot capturedOP Harryandwerein factreeling
fromthe heavycasualtiesnflicted onthembythegallant
Greek defenceof OP Harry. Seeingthat they had no
chanceof recapturingtheir lost positionsthe Chinese
decidedo startwithdrawingbackdownthehill in defeat.
TheBattle of OutpostHarrywould beacombatvictory
worthyof therecognitionof their ancientGreekancestors
sincethe SpartaBattalionhadheldtheir grounddespite
overwhelmingodds.

However like the Americanunitstheyhadreplacedthe
next morning the Greeksbegantheir grim task of
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draggingtheir own deadand woundedback down the
mountain. Amazingly the Greek casualtieshad been
relatively light in comparisonto the Chinesewith six
Greeksbeingkilled in actionwith 21 otherswounded.
TheGreekbattalionwould continueto rotatecompanies
on to OP Harryuntil June21st when theyhandedthe
outpostbackoverto theUS 15" Infantry Regiment After
thefinal battleagainsthe Greekdefendershe Chinese
neverdid attackagainasthealliescontinuedo holdthe
hill.

The Aftermath

It is estimateout of 13,000Chinesesoldiersusedto
assaulOPHarry4,5000f themdiedwith manywounded
whichleft theentireChinesealivision combatineffective
for thefew remainingweeksof thewar. Theallieslosses
wereheavythoughtheywereno wherenearasbadthe
sacrificein bloodthe Chinesemadeontheirassaulbn
OPHarry. Americanunitshad91 menkilled aswell 8
KoreanKATUSA soldiers.TheGreekswould ultimately
loosel5 menoverthe courseof theeightdaybattleto
defendOPHarry. AmericanandGreekunitsalsohada
combinedotalof 419moremenwoundedn action.The
amountof menthatdied, Chinese American,Greek,and
Koreanovereightdaysof fighting overafeaturelessill
Is staggeringespeciallywhenoneconsiderghatwhen
theceasefiravassignedallittle overamonthlateronJuly
27, 1953, the allied forces agreedto abandonthis
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featurelesshill anyway as part of the Armistice
Agreement.There has probably never beenas many
peoplekilled and woundedin the history of warfare
fighting oversuchanutterly barrenandfeaturelessock.
To makemattersworsethesacrificebythemenon OP
Harry have never beentruly rememberedas well as
overshadowedly morefamousbattlesduringthe Korean
Warthatd i dneaslyhavethe sameamountof liveslost
or strategicsignificanceof the Battle of OutpostHarry.

TheChorwoncorridor thatformedthelron Triangleduring the

KoreanWar. Noticetheproductivefarmingland onthe South
Koreansideof theDMZ comparedo theNorthKoreanside.
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Despiteall this, it is importantthoughto realizethese
mendid notdie in vain. Thevaliantdefenceof OPHarry
showedhe Chinesehattheallieswerestill resolvedo
defend South Korea as well as the battle delivering a
hugeblow to Chinesemoralewith thesteepcasualties
theyreceivedattackingOP Harry. Thesesteepcasualties
servedo speedupthearmisticetalksto endthewarto
goptheheavylosseghe Chineseweretaking. Thefact
thatthelargeagriculturalplain of the KumwhaValley
remainsaspartof SouthKoreatodayis largelybecause
of thesacrificein bloodmadeby the menwho foughton
OPHarrybackin 1953.1 wonderhow manypeoplein
SouthKoreaknowthattheexistenceof alargeportionof
someofthen a t inmmstpdosiuctiveagriculturallandis
becaus®f thelargelyunknowneffortsof abattalionof
soldiersfromthefar awaylandof Greece?

In the aftermathof the battle a numberof awardsfor
combatvalourwerehandedutto includefor thefirst
time in US military history five DistinguishedUnit
Citationsto five differentcompaniedor actionsduring
onebattle.DistinguishedJnit Citationswere awardto
four companiesromthe US 15" Infantry Regimentand
to CompanyP of the Greek Sparta Battalion that
conductedthe handto hand fighting to hold Outpost
Harryonthefinal night of the Chineseassault.
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Hereis thewordingof the CompanyP 6 s
DistinguishedJnit Citation

Company P Greek Expeditionary Forces Battalion
(SecondAward) s citedfor extraordinaryheroismand
outstandingperformanceof dutyin action againstan
armed enemyin the vicinity of Surang-NI, Korea
during the period 17 Juneto 18 June 1953.Assigned
the defenceof a vital outpost position (Harry), the
company encountereda major enemyassault on the
eveningof June 17. After an intenseconcentrationof
enemy mortar and artillery fire, the hostile forces,
which had takenup an attack position on the northeast
and northwest side of the outpost, moved rapidly
through their own and friendly artillery fire to gain a
foothold on the northern slopeof the position.Refusing
to withdraw, Company P closed in and met the
attackersin a furious handto hand strugglein which
many of the enemywere driven off. The aggressors
regrouped,quickly attackeda secondtime, and again
gained the friendly trenches.Immediately, the Greek
Forces launched a series of counterattacks,
simultaneouslydispatchinga diversionaryforce to the
eastof the outpostwhich successfullychannelledthe
enemythrusts. After 2 hours of closein fighting, the
aggressorsvereagain routedand the fri endly positions
restored. The outstanding conduct and exemplary
courageexhibitedby membersof CompanyP, Greek
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ExpeditionaryForcesBattalion, reflectsgreatcredit on
themselvesnd are in keepingwith the finesttraditions
of the military serviceand the Kingdom of Greece.

In totalthe Greekforcesin the KoreanWarwould be
awardedsix DistinguishedUnit Citations, along with
individual service membersbeing recognizedwith 32
Silver Starsand110BronzeStarsfrom the US military.
A totalof 4,992Greekswould fight in the KoreanWar
with 186 menkilled in actionand543 morewounded.
The final Greekunit would redeployfrom theKorean
peninsulain 1955 with the stabilization of the
DemilitarizedZone.

A ROK Officer, the Commanderof the Belgian Bn., Lt.Col.
George KoumanakosCommanderof the Greek Bn, and 3rd
Infantry Division CommanderMajor General George W.
Smytheengagen a four wayhandshakeymiwlizing thejoint
effortin theKoreanWar.
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LieutenantColonelKoumanakosix monthtour of duty
in Koreawould cometo anendon July 20, 1953just
days before the signing of the Armistice Agreement
officially endingthe war13 He would receive many
combatawardsdueto hisservicein Korea.Hewould go
onto becomea LieutenantGeneralin the GreekArmy
andwouldremainthen a t inwsid@coratednilitary
officer beforeretiring andunfortunatelypassingawayin
2003. However, nothing in Lieutenant Colonel
Koumanakoslong military careerwould be able to
surpasshetruly heroicstandagainstoverwhelmingodds
bythe soldiersof the SpartaBattalion he commanded
duringthe KoreanWar. LieutenantColonelKoumanakos
was not only respectedby the soldiersof the Sparta
Battalionbut alsoUS soldiersrespectedhim morethen
manyof theirown leadersasevidentbythis passagéom
abookwritten by a soldierwho foughtin the Battle of
OutpostHarry:

For thefirst timein my experiencevehad company.ln
addition to thescouts, this bunker houseda forward
observerfor the artillery, along with his aidesand other
occasionalguestsFor example,it wasthe customof
the commander of the Greek Battalion, Colonel

13Notefrom theauthor:lt is writtento thepaperghatLt Colonel
Koumanakosleft The Spartan®attalionon 20" of July1953.The
truthis thathewaswith his Battalionuntil theendof September
1953.Seethepictureson page.
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Koumanakosto sleepon thefront line whenhis troops
wereon line. He and his staff would comeforward to

the outpost at night, returning to their battalion
headquartergo work during the day. This resolveof the
high ranking Greekofficersto exposehemselveso the
samedangersastheir menimpressedneat thetime
and still impressesne. Our squadhad not seenits own
officer up front in thetwo monthsl beenon theline. So
far asweknew, nether had our other squadsseenhim.
To seethe lieutenant, someonehad to drive back to
regimental headquarters.If the lieutenant neededto
communicatewith us, he usedthetelephone|f it was
working, or theradio.

We Are InnocentsAn Infanrymanin Korea
By William D. Dannenmaiempagell9

Hero of theKoreanWar LTC GeorgeKoumanakos



http://www.ophsa.org/newsletters/images/newsletter-41.pdf

THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE - 296-

LieutenantColonel Koumanakosmay not have been
singularlyas heroic as King Leonidas,but his combat
leadershipas witnessedby both Greek and American
soldiersis sureto havemadethe spirit of King Leonidas
proudandthatis why heandall thesoldiersof the Sparta
Battalionaretruly heroesf the KoreanWar.

GREEXS DEFEND OP HARRY
AGRINST ATTACKINC CHINESE
ChinksOutnumber Defending Greeks
But Lose After Five Hour Battle

gY CFL BUGENE FARKAS

A gingulsr chapter fu the long and bitter struggle for
Ontpost Farry wae enscted jasd week wihen vigtly ont-
numbered Greek infanbrymen, & A spectacular oxhibition

of five power, cat up three atfacking Chinese dattaliona
m a five-hoar long battle.

Brpleying medmom  indvidual
fire power Wth a (uidimum realler
of neo und coordination. ¢ostly with
friendly sotiflary aud rovee, . the
warriors of Patet Compasny, Greek ot
talion, @ 10 &8 with the ensmy
i1, thres separwe 2nd son: thom roel-
Ing back down the slupes of the
straregic hill i bleoedy route,

Tho defenders gustained an umbeli-
evably arunll nooler of EsEiis o
spitof the facl thar the Chinese
onidn ' ght-t6 Gawm: A%snlt vas adon-
projed by » 20,000 round Lavmge.

Qi M men, Ls, Col, George Coue
ruasaless, Athent, hatislion comosn
der. an'd, *They wmlh e
bhrror and  poienional © efficiency.
Byoy individual wasfiring and throw-
S oenseden
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A postingand areply from the author

ApersonunderthenameStavreagpostedhefollow letter
thatforcedmeto answerto Mr. Stavreas

1 stavreas

12:05pmon August24th,2009 3

| think that we must refer the leaderof the company,
captainGeorgeSkaltsasCaptainGeorg Skaltsasywho
wassurelyalive until 2007living in Athens,whenl saw
him lasttime, wasthe mostdecorateabfficer in Greek
Army, with the absolutelyamazingrecord of 6 (six)
promotiona rheroism.Thewholestrategioof theaction
of the Greek companywas designedby C. Skaltsas.
Captain GeorgeSkaltsaswas friend with distinguished
andfamousCol. Koumanakogrom theyearsof Greek
Civil War (1946-1949).1t is veryinterestingto mention
that Skaltsasvasa studeniof Law Schoolof University
of Athenswithout anyaimto becomeofficer. At thewar
of 19401941 (WW?2) hewasenlistedascorpal.After of
about9 yearsof war he hadbeencaptain!!!! It wasin
1947whenKoumanakogthenmajor)andSkaltsasnetin
the battlefield. Koumanakosand Skaltsashad about 9
yearsof battleexperiencevhentheyarrivedin Korea.
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Reply

AndreasKoumanakos

Decembef3rd,2009at 1:10pm
| amsorry,but| haveto disagreavith STAVREAS atall
pointsof his letter.

| fearthatMr Stavreass actingasaprovocateurl am
afraidthateverything hewritesaboutcaptainSkaltsas
hasbeengivento him from Skaltsashimself. Thisis a
knownmethodSkaltsasisesfor yearsnow, in orderto
showthathelooksabit alike to hisCommander
Koumanakos

Also, | amafraidthatMr. STAVREASIis notareal
personatallBec auseé
1.7 CaptainSkaltsass namedKostasandnot George.
2.7 Hewasagrammarschooleacherlndnot alawyer.
3.1 Yes..Koumanakosvasto thewar for nineyears

beforehis arrivalto Korea,but not Skaltas.

4.- No.. Skaltsass notthemostdecorateafficer of the
GreekArmy. It is ridiculousto be saidthingslike that.
Skaltsass not comingfrom anyproductivemilitary
school.This creatego him asensef inferiority andafter
thedeathof KoumanakosScaltsaslisseminates
inaccuratehingsandeventsjn spiteof thefactthat
Koumanakogproposedim for promotiontwice.
5.1 It wasamissionto the GreekBattalionto defendthe
SECTORHARRY andtheBattalionCommander
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Koumanakosleterminedoth,theDefenseandtheFire
plansof the Battalion,aswell asthe missionof each
companyCaptainSkaltsasvasassignedo defendwith
hiscompanyi PantheHILL 420(0.P.HARRY).
Thathill is located425yardsnortheasbf MLR and
containedrenchesleepenougho walk in. It was
fortified with reinforcedbunkersandcouldaccommodate
from approximatelyl 50 upto about180fighting men.
The CP hadearthtel. line with the bt CPandthe S2and
S3Section.Doublebarbedwire of four linesenclosedhe
entirehill topanda systenof rootscoveredheflanksof
thehill upto thetop,to helptheactionof tanks.These
rootswereopenedunderthe personakupervisiorof Col.
KoumanakosHe waswaiting CCFfrom theflanks.

6.- Mr. STAVREAS s writing.. i Skaltsaglesignedhe
strategyof actionof hisc o mp awhgtstrategyDoes
heknowwhatstrategyis? Of course..notthestrategyof
acorporal.

He hadnot anyparticularjurisdictionto develop
personaktrategyor otherinitiative, beyondhis mission
to defendthehill 420.Apartfrom that,whatkind of
strategycandevelopacompanycommandepnatophill,
circledbybarbedwire in atrerchline with semi
permanentiefensivevorks(bankersandtrenches),
exceptof askingfor moreartillery firesandlighting cells.
And thisis whathedid.

CaptainScaltsasvaspresenteih adocumenteand
himselfsays:i Wascalledby my battalionCommarmler
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Koumanakosndhetold me.fiK 0 s t yosagegoing
upto thehill, (HILL 420)andyouwill dothisandalso
t hat . o

| amafraidthatthisis theonly truthhesaysbecausall
theresthesaidwereexaggerationandignorantof
history.
7.7 Thebattleof HARRY wasgivenin the SectorHarry
from entiretheBattalionandnotontheHill 420fromthe
Companyof CaptainSkaltsasThecompanyi Paj
CaptainSkaltsasimply hasmadeagoodjob. Thatis to
say,theydid in their trenchesgooduseof their
weaponsagainstheapproachingchinese And then
beforetheyreachthe barbedwire, the Battalion
Commandet.t. Col. GeorgeKoumanakogjavetheorder
for acounterattackfrom thetwo othercompaniesfrom
theleft andtheheavyTankPlatoonfrom theright andthe
ChineseaepelledandescapedNo Chinesesteppedn the
trencheof O.P.Harry.
TheregimentalCommandefol. Ackersin hisrecord

writes.i T hvboleoperatiortook placearoundtheh i | |

CaptainSkaltsagpersonallynarratedt to me,whenl
askedhim onthis subject Hetold me.fA H otlkeycould
getin thetrenchline?Theyd i dpasithebarbedwire at
all. I hadateamof four soldiersandwe wereinspected
thebarbedwiresandif bychancesomeCCFcoud
approachthef e n omeféedonh i m. o

Thisis thetruthandthisis theonly strategyhecould
developasa CompanyCommandeclosedin atrench

. 0
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line onatophill circledby multiple setsof barbedwire.

Landcombatinvolvescontactwith anenemy
throughouthedepthof anoperationahrea.Combat
poweris theability to fight. It is thetotal meansof
destructiveor disruptiveforce,or both,thata military
unit or formationcanapplyagainstheadversaryata
giventime. Commandersombnetheelementof
combatpowed® maneuverfirepower,leadership,
protectionandinformatiord to meetconstantly
changingequirementsinddefeatanenemyNeverthe
less,defeatinganenemyrequiresincreasinghedisparity
betweerfriendly andenemyforcesby reducingenemy
combatpower.Commanderso thisbysynchronizinghe
elementof friendly forcecombatpowerto create
overwhelmingeffectsat thedecisivetime andplace.
Maneuvelis themeansywhichcommanders
concentrateombatpowerto achievesurprise shock,
momentumanddominanceOperationamaneuver
involvesplacingArmy forcesandresourcesitthecritical
placein time to achieveanoperationabdvantage.

In the caseof Harry Sectorbattle,only the Battalion
CommandeKoumanako$adsuchability andnotthe
CompanyCommandeBkaltsaghatwasunablefor any
kind of maneuver.

Fifty five yearslatertherecordsof theHarrybattle
werepublishedandnow CaptainSkaltasandhis friend
Stavreaganbeinformedwhathappeneat thatbattle.
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ENTRIESIN THE 15THINFANTRY S2/S3
JOURNAL FROM31MAY TO30JUNE,1953

A RECORDOFEVENTSDURING THE DEFENCE
OF OUTPOSTHARRY

OutpostHarry SurvivorsAssociation

OutpostHarrywaslocatedin whatwascommonly
referredto asthefi | rTa n a mgdrea.®hiswasan
areaapproximatel60 milesnorthof Seoulandwason
themostdirectrouteto the SouthKoreancapitalfor the
CCF.OutpostHarrywaslocated425yardsnortheasof
MLR andcontainedrenchesleepenowghto walk in. It
wasfortified with reinforcedbunkersandcould
accommodat&om approximatelyl 50 upto about180
fighting men.

Thirty-nineyearslater,11 veteransrom aroundthe
countrydecidedo hold areunionat Fort StewartGA to
honorof the OutpostHarry Siege It wasdecidedat that
timeto meetyearlyaroundtheanniversarylateof June
10thto commemorat¢éhosethatdefendedcandpreserved
theoutpostandto thosewho madethe ultimatesacrifice.
Thusthe OutpostHarry SurvivorsAssociationvas
establishedSincethatfirst reunionmeeting,The Outpost
HarrySurvivorsAssociationhasgrownto over250
members.

Acknowledgements:

Thematerialin thisjournal wasprovidedoy OPHSAmember
BobBakerandcoverseventsvhichoccurredduring the
deferseof OutpostHarry during theperiodfrom31 Mayto 30
Junel953.

EXCERPTSFROM15thINFANTRY S2/S3JOURNAL
31 MAY to 30JUNE1953
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14 JUNE

00107
00207
00237

02051
02201

025571
0315i
04057
0435j

0500t
05051

07451
204571

22201

OP GeorgerptsthatHarryis gettingshortfriendly

VT rounds.

OPHarryis getting120mmmortarsfrom a back
azimuth6400.

Harryrptsshortfrdly artystill comingin.

OPHarrysuspect€CFaroundposition.

OPreceivingSA fire fromright. Request
increasedllumination andFPFfires belaid to left
andfront.

Est75 CCFcomingupleft sideof OPHarry.

A Company/ 5thrptd seeingsomethingmoving
up left rearof Harry.81mmfire requested.

OPGeorgeptsAW fire from left rearof Harry.
Unableto determingposition.

Harryreportsbunkerburningonleft rearof OP

G/15thdepartedMLR for Harry

2ndBn/15relievedby 1stBn/15.5thRCT

assumedesponsibilityfor left of battalionsector

andOPTom.

G CompanyrelievesC/5thRCT onHarry.

Bn switchboardeportdandline to OPHarryout.
CommoaccomplishedhroughA Company.

Since2050therehavebeen3 casualtie®n Harry

dueto enemymortar.

15JUNE

0030t
01251
0130t

01351
0147v

Landline to OPHarryreestablished.
HarryreportsCCFin trenchesRequesFDF

E Companycounteattackforceis alertedto move
out. Tanksorderto moveoutimmediately.

Main attackis ontheright sideof Harry.
Bunkerburningon left rearof Harry. Requests
morelitter bearersmmediately.
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01517
01551
01591
021071
02177
02247

02181
02271

02381
02427

02431

0245i
02491
02521
03151
03151
03151
03321
0345i

03501

OPHarryrequestall outerdefensivdires.
Landline to Harryhasbeenknockedout.
Smallarmsfire hasalmoststopped.

E CompanydepartedVLR for counterattack.
1stPlatoon15thTankCo arrivedat Bn CPin
preparatiorfor counterattack.

Bn COto A Companyto removeminesfromroad
leadingto Harry.

OPHarryis receivingfire from Old Charlie
Major Dennison2ndBn XO, directedto take
commanadf OP.

Flaresaretoo far to theleft for Harry.

Thereis still SA fire andhandto handfighting on
forwardportionof hill.
GeorgeCompanyreportsLT Walker,CO,
woundedLT Yomoshitoassumed@ommand.
Flaresarein right positionbutalittle too high.
BnS1Ireportsapprox20 caswaltieshavearrived
atforwardaid station.

MAJ Thomasordercommopersonneto relay
landlinesto OPHatrry.

TanksdepartedLR

EasyCompanyis nowonHarry.

Major DennisordepartedVILR to organizeand
commandhill. Still somesporadicSA fire from
Hill.

Requesfrom Harryto lift FPF fire only outer
ring of defensivdires.
Secondargxplosionfrom burningbunkeron OP
B/15thdepartedor 2ndBn areafor possible
counterattaclonHarry. Harryrequestsnorelitter
bearershavelOcasualtieso beevacuated.
Major Dennisorreportsall CCFclearedrom OP
Harryandhill is securedRequestsnedical
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assistance.

04007 OPHarryrequestgountermortaron Starand
BunkerHill andCounterbattely onMushroom
andHenryhills.

04201 It wasestimatedhat1l00CCFwereinni g ht 0s
actiononHarry.25 CCFKIA, no WIA estimate
asyet.

05047 MAJ Dennisorrequestec few freshpeopleto
helpin reorganizatiorof OPHarry. Also
requestedSCs(Koreanlaborers)bedispatched.

05251 Landline to Harryreestablished.

07007 Leadelement®fG Companydepartedarry.

15301 Leadelementof A/15thInf departedMLR to
relieveE CompanyonHarry

19101 A Company/15tltompletedelief of E
Company/15tlon OP Harry.

22251 Harryrequestdllumination. Heardnoises.

16 JUNE

02177 OPHarryreportssightingof undetermined
numberof CCFmovingnortheasvic CT517429.
Arty beingplaced.

09301 P CompanyGEF,completedelief of A
CompanyonHarry.

09351 GEFBattalioncompleteselief of 2nd Bn/15thinf
onMLR.

194571 35to 40 CCFadvancingn trenchfrom StarHill.
Arty fired. Est30 CCFcasualtiesTherewere4
WIAs fromincomingrounds:1 GEF,2
houseboysandl sergeanfrom smokegenerator
team.

22581 OPHarmry heardnoisesvic CT509424 Flares
fired. No enemysightingsreported.
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14457 39thFA reportsest50 CCFin thetrenchline in

front of OPHarry. Arty beingplaced.

17451 GEF(Hallis) rptd40 CCFin trerchat CT519435.
Arty fired. Est6 KIA, 20 WIA

21401 SGTThanogeptdHarryreceivingArty and
mortarfire for pasthour.

22101 SGTThanogeptdOPHarryreceivingdirectfire
aroundCP bunkerandFO bunker.

23017 OPHarryreports40 CCFatCT506425 Arty
notified. (This messagavasrelayedby William
Dannenmaierauthorof We WerelnnocentsAn
Infantrymanin Korea)

18 JUNE

00281 OPGeorgeeportsestimatedwo enemy
battalionsattackingfrom NE andNW

00301 SGTThanogptsunknownnumberof CCF
moving southoff StarMasstowardHarry.
Requestdinal barrages.

00351 OPHarryunderheavymortarandartyshelling.
CompanyN 81sand75sorderedo fire
supporting Flareshiponway.

00407 CCFadvancingupright slopeof Harry

00501 AW fire downleft frontandleft rearof Harry

01007 COL Koumanakosestimate<CFforce
AttackingOPHarryat 2 battalions.

011671 Bn OPreptdincomingartyroundsdecreasingn
Harry.

01507 OPHarryrequestgontinuousartyfire and
continuousllumination.

015871 LT Papparptdasof nowno CCFactuallyonOP
Harry, requestgontinuousliumination.

02051 GEFBn 6 (Koumanakos) stated? Companyhas
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02187

02381

02401
0245

0313i

03301

04201

0600t

07001

0900t

0910t

1500i
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agreatnumberof casualtiesN Companyis being
committed.

OrangeFO on OPHarrywasunderattackbut
enemycameonly to within 10 yardsof trench,
maybel or 2 gotin trenches.

Harryrpts100150 CCFmassingo right of
CT5064425(about100yardsdownslopeof
Harry) Mortarsplaced.

Spartarb reptsl platoonof N Companyhas
reachedarry. Asksfor continuousllumination.
Chinesehavereachedhebarbedwire.
Pappaseptsthe Chineseareat HG range.
Spartar6 (Koumanakos) Now is the most
critical time. If werepelthem,theywill nothave
timeto organizeanotherattack. CCFattackng
from Northandright of Harry. Heavyartyand
mtrsfalling onHarryandMLR.

CCFin trenchennorthnoseof Harry. Handto
handcombat.

N Compnow counterattackingnOPHarry. 1
platoonof N Companywith tanksin valley.2nd
and3rd Platoonsof N Companyonwayto Harry.
LT Pappasptsall CCFdrivenoff OPHarry. OP
is secure.

Spartart estimatedhat3 enemybnsattackedOP
Harryduringthenight.
SGTThanosEstfriendly casualtiesvere30 WIA
and6 KIA (incomplde)

Estenemycasualtiegor nightsactiononHarry
was120KIA and480WIA
Friendlycasualtiedor nightsactionwere:GEF
Bn21WIA, 4 KIA; USpersonnet WIA,
KATUSA, 3WIA, KSC,2WIA

N Companycompletedelief of PCompanyon
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Harryandassumesesponsibilityfor the mission.

17301 P Companyclosedassyareavic Hill 312.

18001 R Companycompletedeliefof O Companyin
right companysectoronMLR. 1 platoonof O
Companyattachedo R Company2ndPlatoonof
O CompanyremaineconMLR until daylightas
counterattackorcefor Harry.

21301 Hvy Mtr Corepts8 CCFmovingtowardHarry.
Mitrs fired with unknownresults.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

eeééeéeecéecéee
| amsorryto haveto offendacolleagueput thehistoric
truthis moreexpensivehanadubiousfriendship.

AndreasKoumanakos
Retcol. Eng.Corp GreekArmy.

2o T

5 A5 0V KIPIOU R{
9 o mﬁmﬂm L\\mm o ’\Z\TO\ ik

Ret.Col. Koumanako®\ndreadn front of thedeskof the

Pesidenbf KoreaRockLi, sitting betweerhiswife andthe
GreekMinister of DefencePolythoras..



- 309-

LeonardA. Spirito

A Bravefighter. A sincereamdtruthful Offiser.

He participatedo the counterattackwith hisHeavyTank
platoon,actingontheright flank of HarrySector The
following postingof hisis ananswetto theinacuracie®f
Mr PagomenoandCptScaltsas..
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LeonardA. Spirito

When the Greeks were assignedto man the OP,
their colonel (Koumanakos | think) asked our
Regimental Commander for help in placing .50
machinegunson the hill. Regttaskedthe Tank Co.
and the Company Commander tasked me.

So armed with my handy "Go-No-Go" gauge, |
went up to Harry with the Greeks.Believeme when|
sayl've never seensomany .50 cal. machinegunsin
one unit. The Greeks specializedin swiping them
especiallyfrom the 73rd Tank Bn. and occasionally
from our company. Anyway, | spentthe day adjusting
head space and figuring fields of fire (and taking
photos).

As you know, we did not pretestweapon®nthe OP
becausethe CCF would spot their location and target
them for "pole charges."It also permitted me to
reconnoitreheterrainonthe eastsideof the OP because
| wasto takemy platoonoutthereif therewasanattack.
Themissionwasto covertheslopeleadingfrom Starto
theforwardloop of the OP.

There was an attack and we did go out. We had a
platoon of Greekswith us as ground security and
receivedafair amountof mortarandartillery fire during
thefight. Two of the Greekswith uswerewoundedand]
hadthe headlights'cleaned"off of theforwardslopeof
my tank.

Then,justbeforedawnwhenthingsquieteddown,we
loadedthe woundedGreeksonto ourtanksandreturned
totheMLR.

(www.ophsa.orglLen_Spirito/Outpost_Harry/Enlarged_004.htm)
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04/23/07 James C. Hafer

JimHafer

Jim has added his experience as Platoon Leader
of the 4th platoon, 3rd Infantry Division, 15th
Regiment Heavy Tank Company during the
defense of Outpost Harry.

| wasbornandraisedin GuthrieOklahomal enlisted
intheU.S.Army in Februaryl951,in OklahomaCity,
Oklahomaandwasassignedo the45thinfantry Division
T 45th Military Police Company,Camp (Fort) Polk,
Louisiana.FromCampPolk the Division wasshippedo
Hokkaido, Japanand trained until replacingthe 1st
CavalryDivisionin Koreai Decembefd951.
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| returnecdo theUnited Statesn 1952andattended
The ArmoredOfficersCandidateSchool(Class# 91
Companyl) at Fort Knox Kentucky.Upongraduation)
volunteeredor atourof dutyi FarEastCommandOn
April 15, 1953 | was assignd to the 3rd Infantry
Division, 15th RegimentHeavy Tank Companyand
servedas PlatoonLeader,4th platoonand later as
CompanyExecutiveOffice.

| returnedstatesiden April 1954andspentl6 months
at Fort Hood, Texasi 1st Armored Division i 13th
Heavy Tank Battalion and served as Company
Commandeof CompanyB. | requestedandwasgranted,
releasdrom activedutyin Augustof 1955.

It wasa greatfour andonehalf yearsof military duty,
andwould not havehadit anyotherway! | havealways,
andremainnow, extremelyproudto havebeena member
of the3rd Division andespeciallythe 15thRegimental
TankCompany.

It was a distinct privilege to have been granted
assignmentto provide tank support for the Greek
Expeditionary Forces, and exceptional and gallant
Battalion.

The3rdand25thmottoscould not be moreappropriate
I ai C ADIO ®kegimentin a ROCK (of theMarne)
Division. | will bemorethanpleasedf thesewebpages
areof interestto you!
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Notice from the Author:
Jim Hafer haspostedseveralpicturesontheinternetwhile he
waswith hisarmor platoonattachedo the GreekBattalion.
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SoldierGeorgePaganenosvhowasontheOP Harry told me
throughhis sonMike, that therewasnotanyCommandPost
oftheGreekBn, behindOP Harry, aswell asthattherewas
notankcloseto thehill 420.Thesepicturesof Lt. Hafer, let be
theanswerto their lies.
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Outpost Harry

Orrin  Charles  orichalch@yahoo.com
Sun, 15 Dec 2002 22:16:49 -0800 (PST)

| foundRegnardAddison(RAB) BurgessF r tacc@ust
of eventsat OutpostHarryin the KoreanWar Veterans
NationalMuseumandLibrary quiteinteresting:

"Outpost Harry wasdifferent from anything else.
The deadbodies,the smellthe destruction. The Greek
soldiersprobably saidit best.fi | waslike being sent
to h e | We r@paired and ran new telephone lines
acrossthe flat behind the MLR and Outpost Harry. It
seemdike we were on O.P. Harry two or threetimesa
day while the Greek Bn. washere evenafter the siege
ended 18 June 1953. Peter (3rd) Company of the
Greek Bn. wasthere the lastnight of the siege.lst Lt.
Peter B. Mavradies and Cpl. Shawwere the Recon.
Team (F.0.) from the 39th FA Bn. The uniforms
rotted off of our backssincewed i d hadeta bath or
changeof clothesfor about six weeks.We had better
food beingwith the Greek Bn and we slept 45 minutes
to an hour and half a night.

The siegestopped.The rain stopped.Only a few
incoming artillery, mortar rounds and small arms
fire. It was almostpleasant.Then we went back to
regroup, retrain, rearm, etc...Howeverwed i d geb t
there. Instead we went to Kumsung Valley. | went
with Lt. Bitsis Recon. Section (Forward Observer)


mailto:orichalch%40yahoo.com

THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE - 316-

with Nan (1st) Company of the Greek Inf. Bn. On the
way to Nan Company | carried batteries to Peter
Company of the Greek Bn. As | went to Nan
Companyit becamevery dark and | could hear the
Chinesetalking very closearound. | pushedon and
ran into a patrol of Greek soldiers from O (2nd)
Company. After much talk they let me comein. My
knowledgeof the Greek languagei stnhat good,then
or now. Peter Company had lost contact. Lt. Col.
GeorgeKoumanakos, Greek Inf. Bn. Commander and
1st Lt. Peter Mavrides, Liaison Officer of Sectim
#244were impressedand put mein for the Silver Star
Medal. | receivedthe medal about twenty yearslater,
no orders with it. It just came through the mail. |
spentthe rest of the night with O Company of the
Greek Bn. | found out | was reported missing in
action. | called back and got the MIA report stopped
before it wassentto my mother in Arkansas.

The next morning | had a pleasantstroll over to
i N €ompany, Greek Bn. Lt. Bistis and | went out the
next day and called in somefire missions.He wasthen
satisfied| could perform asa forward observer.

The 30th Capitol ROK had run and left Kumsung
and Kumwha valleys open. After the CCF made a
massattack the 555th AFA n. of the 5th RCT lost 16
of their 18 self propelled gunstothe CCF. The CCF
fired on us with the 55th AFA guns (155mm) and
ammo. The Third Infantry division had beensentin
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to plug the breakthrough. We held the ground until
27 July 1953and ceasefire.

0 N@ompany Greek Bn. wassurrounded for six
days in the Kumsung Valley. The Greek Captain
exclaimedfi n surrender. Fight to the lastma n @n
the last night the Air Force napalmedthe CCF and we
walked out. We ran out of food and water but had
plenty of ammo. Sometimes every man in the
companywasfiring and the Chinesewere firing back/
CCF bodieswere piled up all around the company.
We settledin a new position and | think we stayed
there until the ceasedfire. After the ceasefire we went
back to the Greek Bn. .. We had no detail or guard,
plenty of goodfood and drink. It wasmy besttime in
the Army.

The last night Col. Koumanakos called me off to
onesideand told me | would receivethe Greek War
Cross.In the fall of 1953we weretold that President
Eisenhower woul d nlétt us receive the Greek
medals."

*excerptedrom:
http://www.theforgottenvictory.org/old/battles.htm
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Lt Col GeorgeKoumanakosvasfighting in Koreauntil
the last day of the war. July 26 1953. Although his
replacementhad arrived and had surrenderedo the
administratiorfrom July 20, heremainedwith the new
BattalionCommandeasthe Battdion wasinvolvedin
battle.Finally heleft Koreaatthe 19" of October1953.
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HELLENIC FORCES

HEADQUARTERS
GREZE EAPEDITIONARY INORCES
&.4.2.0. 5800

15 Sept. 1953
SUBJZO?;Honorary Membership

10 1Captain ¥artin Harkley
oheyuno,lyo.
S.of America

It ie & distinct gleasure to me to &ppoint
Captain Nartin Markley,U.S.Army,an hororary member of the
Greek editionary Forces Bettalion in acknowledgement of
his services offered %o this gellant unit.

The sincere oco-operation of Captain Martin Markley and
his utmost contribution o the succesful accomplisihment of ‘the
wisslons assigned this Batislion are eprntli eppreciated by evexry
Officer and Ken of the Greek BExpeditionary Porces and reflectas
great credit on himself and the United States Army.

Effective this dnto w. tain MHertin El.rkloy, an hono-
rary member of the heroic GFI si8 entitled to wear the
"HELLENIC FOROES™ Pate

v KOMHAI'COS GEORCE
It.Cel. Int

T‘f* o
s Commanding GEP Bn.
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After his return to Greece Lt Col Koumanakos was

promoted.Here, as a Brigadier General during a national
holiday..
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Emory Walker

Emor Walker
(Click thepicturefor alargerview)

Emory Walker

Denver, Colorado
Korean War Veteran of the United StatesArmy

"Following aresomeof my memorieof mytime
involvedwith OP Harryduringthosecritical days.This
waswritten sometime agoaspartof anautobiography
for my daughters.

- EmoryWalker
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OPHSA (Out PostHarry) Memories...

| reportedo thearmyandwasswornin onJanuaryp,
1951 .After processingn SanAntonio | wassentto the
AtlantaGeneraDepotin Atlanta,Georgia.Therel spent
six weeksof SignalCorpsbasictrainingin the579th
SignalDepotCompanyThatwasalaugh- | hadlearned
moreaboutarmybasicsn highschoolROTCthanthere.
Anyway, whenthatstint wasfinishedMy CO calledme
in to seewhatsignalcorpsschooll wantedto attendsince
| hadqualifiedfor anythingthearmyofferedin thatvein.
| told him that| had beenacceptedor OCSbut hadnot
yetreceivedmy orders He placedmein aradarrepair
schoolin Ft. Monmouth,New Jerseyoutthe OCSorders
caughtupwith mebeforeLeavingfor New Jerseyl! did
manageathreedaypasdackedontoaweekendandgota
hopcourtesyof the Air Forceto Dallasanda busrideto
El Paso.Theobjectivewasto getmy caranddrive back
to Atlantawhich| did. My nextassignmemnivasto Fort
JacksonSouthCarolinafor infantryLeadershigrraining
School.Becausé hadnotbeenin infantrybasictrainingl
wasassignedo a basictrainingcompanyin the28th
Infantry, 8th Infantry Division.

My time in the 28thInfantrywasin atraineecapacityfor
aweekor two afterwhich| wastransferredo another
regimentascadre Onenight| wasthe CQ (Chargeof
Quartersiandl waslooking throughvariousstuff in the
office. | ranacrosghe nameof anold friend, OscarT.
Buchholz(who hadbeena membernf St. Mark's
MethodistChurchin EI Pascandhadworkedfor MST &
T Co.whenl wasaframeman)He waslistedastheField
Officer of theDay. | calledhim andhe askedwherel
was.| told him andhe cameoverto my companylt was
really funny, beforeBuck arrivedmy company
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commandera2ndLt. cameinto theoffice. WhenBuck
arrivedwith hisgold leavesandthe FOD armbandmy
COaboutdied.Buck saidhedidn'twantto seetheLt. but
hadcometo visit Emoryinstead We sawquitea lot of
eachotherwhile at Ft. Jacksorandl oftenwentto their
housefor dinnerafterchurch.Buck hadbeenrecalled
afterserviceduringWorld War ll. A little moreabout

him later.

Whenl reportedo the
Leadershiprlraining
Schooll wasreally
surprisedo find my
friend, Buck, wasthe
commandhg officer.
Uponcompletionof that
schooltherewasan

automatigpromotionto Sunseton A War

corporalinvolvedsol Phototaken by J
neverwasa PFC.When ototaken by James

Jarboe
my ordersfor OCS July 27,1953
arrivedit includedan '
automatigpromotionto

staff sergeansol wasa

very shorttermcorporal.l remembethefirst sergeanof
whatevercompanyl wasin atthetime couldn't
understandow someoneouldbepromotedsofastafter
soshortatime in thearmy.|I reportedto Fort Benning,
Georgiain Octoberof 1952asamemberf OC Class
11A*

Until graduatiordayon April 21,1952,1 hadexperiences
like | couldnotimagine.Becausef howtall I wasl was
assignedo thefirst platoon.Too bad! The platoonleader
andtacticalOfficer wasa 2ndLt. William H. Tyler, an




THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE - 324-

SOBIf everonelived. He hadjustgraduatedrom the
Citadelthatspringandhadjust completechisadvanced
infantryclassat Ft. Benning.He knewall of thewaysto
makeofficer candidategatdirt, andhedid. Hewas
probablythe mostdespisedndividualamongthe
companybecausdetook sadisticdelightin harassing
everymemberof thecompanyegardlessf which
platoontheindividualwasin.

Fairly earlyin ourtenurein OC Classl1Athecompmany
commandeputtogetherateamto write andedit aclass
yearbookof sorts.| wasveryfortunateto benamedhe
photographefor thateffort. | requesteghermissiorto do
all of theprocessingprinting, etc.of all the photographs
andheagreedThis meantthatl hadto haveaclassA
pasdo getoff thepostwherewe werestationedo goto
the mainpostphotolabto dothework. Whatadeal!
OCSwith aclassA passTheclassbookstaffhada
speciaroomassignedo it whichwasneverto be
inspectd by orderof the commandingpfficer. That
provedto be heavenBob Andrewswastheeditor (and
wewereroommatedor quiteawhile) andhadan
affinity for bourbonhavingbeenanINS reporterin
Dallasprior to thearmy.

HavingacarandaclassA passrovedto beareal
benefit.| couldmakearunto themainpost,do some
photographyvork andswing by a nearbypackagdiquor
store.Of coursethosebottlesstayedn thatnever
inspectedoom.Working onthatclassbookwasareal
opportunityto meetand getto know everyonen the
companyWe haddecidedearlyonthatour classbook
would beindividualizedratherthanlike someof the
boiler platestuff othershaddone.Onething this meant
wasa candidphotoof everymemberof theclassto
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appealongsidehis graduatiorpicture.l still havemy
copyof thebookandreally cherishit.

Theexperiencesf thosesix monthsin OCSarefar too
numerougo mentionherebut afew highlightswill have
to suffice. Thefall of 1952wasmostlyspentin the basics
of mapreading tactics,marksmanshipgtc. Theonly
remarkablehing wasthat! wastopin theclasswith the
M1 rifle, thecarbineandthe BAR havingmadethe
highestqualifying scoresWith the.45pistoll waslucky
if I couldhit theground.! did respectfullywell with the
otherweaponslight andheavymachineguns,mortars
(60mm,81 mmand4.2"),andevenartillery. When
Christmagime rolled aroundtherewasa questionof
whethemwe couldgo homeor not. Thedecisionwas
finally aYES. Whatawelcomebreakto somevery
seriougensionl managedo getbackto El Pasovia an
air forcehopandreturnedo Ft. Benningvia train.

We hadto reportin no laterthanmidnighton Januaryi,
1952.1 remembet arrivedin townthatafternoorand
fooledarounduntil eveningwhenl gotbackto the
companylt tookLt. Tyler notime atall to beginthe
harassinggain,evenbeforewe hadto reportback.We
finally gotto bedaftermidnightandto somevery
welcomesleep think it wasabout4:000r 4:30in the
morningwhenwe wereall arousedo begreetedvith a
majorobstaclelt wascustomaryto begineachdaywith
calisthenicsutthis daywasto bespecial.Doubletiming
wascommonandrunningwasnotoutof thequestion.
Thisday,howeverwasboth. At ourearlymorning
formationwe weretold we weregoingona fourteenmile
excursionForthefirst sevemmileswe doubletimedand
stoppedor aboutafifteen minutebreak.We thendouble
timedfor two or threemilesonthewaybackbutwere
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stoppedandtold we would runtherestof theway.
Anyonewho failed to returnwith therestof thecompany
would beautomaticallyexpelledfrom OCS.We lost
aboutonethird of theclassleft atthattime. (Severahad
beenexpelledfor variousreasonsluringthefirst three
months.)

It wasn'ttoo long aftersurvivingthatawful January2nd
thatall of a sudderwe wereslatedfor aninspectionby
nonelessthanGeneraMark Clark, Chiefof Staffof the
U S Army. Whatanhonor?t seemedecessario our
TacOfficersthatthecompanyareaneededsomesprucing
upandanewcoatof paint.Of coursethatwastheorder
of theday(l really shouldsaynightsbecausé¢hatis when
all thework wasdone)exceptwe hadno pairt. That
meantwe "contributed"someof our meageipaywith
whichto buypaint.Needles$o say,thatcompanyarea
wasaknockoutwhenGeneralClark arrived.In fact, he
wasquiteimpressedSomehowafterthatepisodeve
managedo getafew covetedweekenl passes.

Oneof thethingsstressedluringOCSwasphysical
fitness.Everymorningwe did calisthenicsanda lot of
doubletiming, running,etc.We hadacoupleof practice
physicalfitnesstestsonwhich| wasonly aboutaverage.
Thencamethethreeteds whichwerefor therecord.
Thosewerereally stressfubut | managedo acethem.lIt
seemghatonthe Saturdaymorningof ourfirst record
testl hadtwo wisdomteethpulled.It wasprettyobvious,
evento Lt. Tyler, thattherewasnoway| coulddo very
well onthattest.Whenthe secondrecordtestdayarrived,
anotherSaturdayguessvhat?l hadthetwo remaining
wisdomteethpulled.Evenwith thatl did manageo
showsomeimprovemenbverthefirst testsothatwas
good.Improvemenwasthe maingoal. Whenthefinal
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testarrivedl wasnearthetopof theclassin improvement
becausé hadno morewisdomteethto comeout.

Oneof theevaluatiortechniquesvasto sendcandidates
beforeanofficer evaluatiorboard.Thiswasadreaded
experencebecaus¢hatboardcouldsummarilykick one
outof OCS,sendhim backto anothercompanyor pass
him alongto continuewith theclass.My board
experiencavasarealtrying time. It seemedhatmost,if
notall, of our platoonweresentbeforetheboad for any
reasorLt. Tyler coulddreamup.| managedo survive
anddid graduatevith my class Fromthatpointonmy
onebig goalin thearmywasto outrankLt. Tyler, andl
almostmadeit. More onthatlater.

April 21,1952wasaBIG day.Whatwasleft of OC Class
11Awerebrandnew2ndLieutenantsabsolutelyjthe
lowestform of life in all of thearmy. Thatprobablygoes
for theMarinesandAir Force,too. Severabf myclass
matesstayedonat Ft. Benningto attendparachute
school.At thattime | wantednothingmoreto do with Ft.
Benningsodid notvolunteerfor thattraining. Thatis
probablythe biggestregretl haveconcerningny five
yearsin thearmy- notlearningto jump outof airplanesl
haveregrettedhatdecisioneversince.

| wasassgnedto Ft. LeonardWood, Missourito the94th
Infantry Battalion(Separateasaplatoonleader.This
wasaninterestingandgoodexperiencdor abrandnew
2ndLt. Thisunit wasoneof thelastsegregatednitsin
thearmywith all blacktroopsandabouttwo-thirdswhite
officers. Thereasorthattrainingwassogoodwasthat
everythingthatcould happerdid happenn thatunit. We
alwayshadthe bestof everythingonthe post- bestday
room,bestmesshall, bestsupplyroom, etc.Ontheother
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handeveryproblemthatcouldcomeupin thearmy
probablyhappenedhere.We hadAWOL asa matterof
course summarycourtsmartialof all kinds, manycrimes
bothonandoff post,generatourtsmartial,andmore
companypunishmenthatonecouldimagine.Theywere
eitherverygoodor justterrible.

Oneof thenicesidebenefitsof beingassignedo this unit
wasthebattalioncommandert seemde hadagirl
friend in Kansa<City andwantedto spendheweekends
with her.As aresulthewould alwaysarrangeor a night
trainingexerciseduringtheweekandgive everyone
Saturdaymorningascompensatoryime off. Thatwas
justgreat.Someof usfromtheBOQ hadgotten
acquaintedvith theHaggadornsvho ownedalodge,or
reort, onthelLakeof the Ozarks Bill Haggadorrhada
problemin thatthelodgehada greatmanysinglegirls
from Kansa<City andSt. Louiswho would spendaweek
ortwo atthelake.Bill's problemwasa shortagef young
menfor thesegirls to squaredane with or whateveikind
of dancingwasto goonatthetime.He alsoneeded
youngmento escorthesewomenon someof the hayrack
rides,etc.Sonaturally,heencouragedsto spendour
freetime atthelakeandto furtherencourageishegave
useverythingat half price.Not abaddeal.l did meet
someverynicegirls thiswaybut nothingdevelopedn a
veryseriousvein. It wasduringthis periodthat| received
my oneandonly proposabf marriage Somegirl thought
| waswhatshewantedin a husbandl do noteven
remembehernameor whatshelookedlike. | guesst
madeonly asmallimpressioronme.

Anotherbenefitof beingstationedn the 94thInfantry
Battalion(Separatejvasthat! gotto goto Alaska.One
of theplatoonleadershadvolunteeredor SummerArctic
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IndoctrinationTraining butwasinvolvedin anauto
accidentandcouldnotgo. At thelastminutel
volunteeredo takehis placeandwassoononordersto
proceedo GreatFalls,Montanato connectwith aflight
to Alaska.In thosedaysthetrainwasthewayto get
aroundsol wasoff to Montanavia Denver(thefirst time
| remembeeverbeingin Denverandthenonlyto seethe
city romatrain).| remembewhenwe gotto Billings,
Montanatheysetthe Pullmancaronasidetrackandsaid
wewerewelcometo sleeptherefor the night, aSaturday,
asl rememberl know!| left thetrainto wanderaround
Billings andto havedinnersomewherel. wasreally
shakerto seevastnumberf drunkindianslying onthe
sidewalkspasseaut. We wereoff to GreatFallsearly
thenextmorningto meetour flight on Monday.

Thetrip onanair force C-54 wasuneventful We did stop
in EdmontonAlberta, Canaddor refuelingbefore
proceedingo Big Delta,Alaska.Thearctic
indoctrinationschod waslocatedin Big Deltawhichis
about90milesor sosouthof FairbanksAs | recallthe
first coupleof weekswasspentteachingustechnical
climbing, thatis usingropes pitons,etc. Thiswasreally
ablastbecausé hadalwaysdonequiteabit of climbing
in youngerdays.

WethenhadaweekendnTDY (temporaryduty)to
Fairbankssowe could seethe sights.Two thingsreally
impressedne. Firstwasthe museumnat the Universityof
Alaskawhereanenormous<odiak bear,stuffedand
standingon his hind legs,greeteneasheenteredhe
building. Thatbearmusthavebeenat leastfourteenor
fifteen feettall ashewasdisplayed.Thesecondhing|
remembemell wasa largesignoverthebarin the
officer'sclubattheair forcebasewhichsaid"This air
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force basehasthe highestbirth rateof anyair force base

in theworld." | alsoremembethatdowntownFairbanks,
whichwasn'tmuch,hadboardwalksandbeercost$2.50

perbottle.*

Thenextcoupleof weelswerespentteachingushowto
fish andrun outboardmotorboatscalledTanana
FreightersThesewerespeciallybuilt boatsused
primarily onthe TananaRiver for movingpeople goods,
etc.andwerequitelongandfairly narrow.It wasatthis
timethatl learnedo catchandeatgrayling,acousinof
thetrout. Theyaredeliciousandfar betterthanany
Americantrout | haveevereatenWe alsocaughtalot of
northernpike, anothereliciousfish. You must
understandhiswasall in theline of duty!

Whenthis partof thetrainingwasoverthe lastpartof the
traininginvolvedclimbing onaglacier,in thisit wasthe
Black RapidsGlacier,aratherformidableoneto saythe
least.Thesnoutor endof theglacierloomedmorethan
200feetdeepandthewhole areaof the snoutwasfilled
with manycrevicesThistrainingledinto simulated
attackanddefensivamaneuversvhichinvolvedboth
tanksandaircraft. Theplanesusedwerereally
interesting.TheywereP-51 Mustangsexcepttwo of them
hadbeenconvetedinto two engineplaneghatlooked
somethindike the P-38 Lightning.

Thiswasa mostrewardingexperiencendl fell in love
with thekind of trainingdonethere.l talkedto thebase
commandeat Big Deltato seeif he neededany
instructorsHe sad hedid andwould like to havemejoin
his staff. He told meto makea formalapplicationfor
transferto Big Deltaandhewould atthesametime
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requestinew2ndLt. Instructorandnamemeastheone
hewanted GoodideaNrong!

Somethingsl particularlyremembeaboutmy Alaskan
experiencavaslearningaboutthetemperatur@xtremes.
Nearwherel was,therecordlow andrecordhighboth
occurredIf | remembecorrectly,therecordhighwasa
bit over100degreesvhile thelow recordedvasaround
90below.Quitearange!With Alaskabeingsofar north
it is truly thelandof themidnightsun.| remember
comingout of a movietheatersometime aroundeleven
o'clockandfinding the sunstill brightly shining.!
remembethedaywe left Big Deltathe sunwascoming
upandit wasaroundthreethirty in themorning.l also
remembervhataterrible flight thatwas.We werein a C-
54, nottoo badanairplaneandraninto aferociousstorm
overthenorthernRockyMountains.Thatplanerodelike
abuckingbroncoandeveryoneaboardgotairsick,
includingthe pilot andcrew. It wasawful.

At thattime anyrequesfor atransferinvolving achange
of stationrequiredthattherequesincludethreechoices.
My first wasBig Delta,the secondeuropeandthethird
wasfor FECOM (FarEastCommandwhichtranslatedo
Korea).Guessvhichonel got.

Uponreturningto Ft. LeonardWoodjustin time for the
LaborDayweekend wasanxiouslyawaitingordersto
go backto Alaska.Oneof thethingsl hadto dowas set
upsometrainingexerciseso demonstratevhat| had
learnedin Alaska.We did someminortechnicakope
work andl taughtthetroopshowto rappelwhichis great
fun.
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Trainingwasa verybig thing andmy favorite classto
instructatthattime wasunarmediefenseagainsta
bayonetWhenonelearnshowto doit thedangerof
beingstabbeds absolutelyminimal.| learnedhowto do
this verywell anddid alot of teachingl remembeone
dayoneof the Gl'swas verysluggishandlacklusterin his
trainingandthe attentionhewasnot giving to me, the
know-it-all 2ndLt. Hewould not performtheexercise
properlysol startedpickingon him until hewasreally
gettingmad.Thisworkedto my advantagéut hedidn't
knowit. Finally, I told him to stabmewith his bayonet
whichwasattachedo hisM-1rifle. | knewif hereally
tried | hadhim. As it turnedout | keptnagginghim until
hemadea serioudungewith thefull intentionof killing
me.Hedidn't.1 eadly disarmechim andin doingso
accidentallyhit him in theribs with the butt of hisrifle
andbrokeacoupleof hisribs. Fromthatmomenton
thosetroopsneverhada problempayingattentionwhenl
wastheinstructor.

By thistime thingswereall overbetweemnne Marsh
andmesowhenl gothomeon leavebeforegoingto
Koreal managedo dateacoupleof othergirls. Onel
remembekvasBarbaraBannerwhoml! hadknownin
high school.l remembetaking herto anaffair attheFt.
Bliss Officer'sClubwherel wasto meetsomeoné had
knownbeforein thearmy.| cannotremembewho we
metbut| doremembeponly datingBarbaraa coupleof
times.Shewasoneof thegirls | alsoknewat Trinity
MethodistChurch.

| hadto leaveEl Pasain earlyDecembeto go to Ft.
Lawton,Washingtorfor transportatiorio Japanit was
almostthreeweeksbeforewe sailedwhichwasasurprise
to me.Usuallytheyflew 2ndLts. to Japarbecausehere
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wassuchaturnoverandreplacementwerein short
supply.But theUSSMarine Phoenixwasmy modeof
travel. We sailedontheworstpossibledate,December
24,1952.1 doubtif youcanimaginewhatit waslike to
setsailon ChristmasEve.But sailwe did! The peopleof
Seattlehada customof welcomingservicemernome
fromKoreawhenatroopshiparrived.Thiswasthe
exceptiorsince,if youwill rememberthereweremany
protestsaabouttheKorean"Police Action.” Anyway,on
this ChristmasEvethereversaevastrue.Peopleturned
outin drovesto wishuswell andgive outoverfour
thousandChristmagresentsWhata sendoff!

With the holidayseasorat handonemight well imagine
therewasmorethanasmallamountof liquid
refreshmentsn boardthattroopship.It waswell hidden
until someoneaughtthetroopcommandewith a bottle.
Thatdid it andtheboozeflowed from thattime onward.
Thetrip wasprettydull exceptfor onething - amajor
northernPacificstormwhich lastedfor threeweeks.The
captainof theshiptried to sailaroundthe stormbutto no
avail. We wentsouthto just northof theHawaiian
Islandsandthento just aboutthe PhilippinesSeato getto
Japanl wasonewho got seasiclgoingto Catalinalsland
butthisvoyagedidn'tfazeme.Sincel wasoneof thefew
notseasicd wasmadethe messofficer. Not too pleasant
ataskwith somanyill troops.We did spendquitea bit of
time playing Canastagribbageanda lot of pokerduring
thetrip. We eventuallymadeit to Japamonetheworse
for all thetravailsof thatcrossinglt wasquiteasightto
seeYokohamaandMount Fuji andsomeseaswithout 30
foot waves.

Aboardship,oneof my roommatesurnedoutto bequite
avaluableacquaintancdt seemdhis fatherwasavery
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seniorofficer of aNew York bankwhich hadabranch
office in Tokyo. Whenwe arrivedat CampDrakehe
contactedhebranchmanagewho in turnfurnishedhim
with acaranddriver who spokegoodEnglish.Camp
Drakewasareplacemententerandwe wererequiredto
reportin twice eachdayto seewhethemwe hadorders.
Therestof thetime wasours.With theavailability of the
caranddriver, four of ushadtherunof Tokyo,
Yokahamaandasfar southasKokura(sp?),andwe
reallytook advantagef that. Not muchworthseeingwas
missedlt is hardfor meto realizejust how fortunatel
havebeenall of my life andthiswasjustanother
example.

Towardstheendof January wasassignedo Koreabut
with no specificassignmenyet. Sometimebeforel had
left the statesBuck Buchholzhadtold me to look him up
whenl gotto thefar eastl calledhim from CampDrake.
He wasthenassignedo the POWcampon Koji-Do
(sp?),l think ascommandingpfficer. (By thenhewasa
Lt. Colonel.)Anyway, Buck askedmeif | would like to
beassignedo Koji with him butl declinedandsaidl
wantedto takemy chance&lsewhereandbesides| told
him | wantedto outrankmy TacOfficer in OCS.That
wasthelasttime | evertalkedto Buck;we completely
losttrackof eachotherandhaveneverreestablished
link since.

Again, insteadof flying to Koreal wentvia MSTS, this
timethe USSMarine Lynx. It wasonly anovernighttrip
sonotmuchhappeneanthatshortcrossingof the Seaof
Japarto Korea.Thepipeline,thevehiclefor processing
replacemenpersonel, soonhadmeassignedo the
Third InfantryDivision. Thiswasandstill is anold and
veryprouddivisionwith animpeccableecordfrom both
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World Warsl andll. My assignmenthenwasto the
15thinfantryRegimentanothemld andproudunit with a
distinguishedecordfor agreatmanyyearswith the
motto"CanDo". This mottocamefrom the 15th'sdaysin
Chinaduringthelaterpartof the1800's.The 15th
Infantrywascommandedby ColonelRichardStilwell (he
retiredasafour stargenerd who briefly greetedhenew
arrivalsuponreachinghehisHQ. | wasassignedo the
2ndBattalionof the15thasa PlatoonLeaderof the 3rd
platoonof CompanyF.

The2ndBattalionconsistedf companie£, F, G, H, and
HQ andwascommandedby Major JohnK. Singlaub
(who endedhis armycareerasatwo stargeneral) My
companycommandewasCaptainKlessvon Guyserand
theotherplatoonleadersvereJohnMitchell, Jim Baker
and????TheExecutiveOfficer was????0urcompany
waslocatedonapartof theMLR (mainline of
resistancejmmediatelybehindOutpostHarry. Our
regimentakectorhadresponsibilityfor OutpostsTom,
Dick andHarry. Tomwaslocatedontheedgeof the
Chorwanvalleywhile Dick wasjustto theeastHarry
wasacompanysizeoutpcst butatthetime | joined
CompanyF we hadonly areinforcedplatoonthere.

My first daysof combatresultedn nothinghappening
exceptfor lots of patrols.My platoonwould geta patrol
assignmenabouteveryfourth night or soandwereof the
ambushtypeof patrol. We werenotto look for trouble
but ratherbea point of first contactwith the Chinesef
theywereto launchanything.At somepoint my platoon
rotatedoutto OutpostHarryfor astayof afew days.
Thoseepisodesvereprettyroutineexcept that
occasionallythe Chinesenvould lob amortarroundor
two justto keepusonourtoes.| neverreally heardashot
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fired in angerexceptfor thefriendly artillery thatwas
fairly constantMy daysasa platoonleademweredays
devotedo developingstrongfriendshipswith my fellow
officersandthemenin my platoon.*

Whenl took overthe3rd platoonl waswarnedthatl
would haveadifficult timereplacingLt. Hutchinsona
WestPointerwho wasadoredoythe men.Fortunately,
for me,thatwasneveraproblem.Whenl wasat Ft.
LeonardWoodmy companycommandehadjust
returnedrom Korea.Whenl askedhim for advicehe
gavemetwo pieces takealongaoneburnergasoline
stoveanda largecoffeepot. This| did andwasthatever
goodadvice!My platoonsergeantvasaboutto rotate
backto thestatesandwasworthlessasa platoonsergeant
sol gavehim oneorder,thecoffeepotwasto befull at

all times.Thiswasespeciallytrueafterapatrolbecause
the patrolmembersveremightygladto havehot coffee
whentheycamein from freezingtheir butts.Thisgesture
reallyendearedhosemento me.

During thelong nightswhenwe hadapatrolout
everyonenvasonal00%alertandoftenwhentherewas
no patrol During someof theseimesJohnMitchell
undertooko write apoemaboutour experiencesr hat
poemfollows:

Korea - early 1953

Tired, cold, scared Thefearobviousin their stepsand
eyes.

Men, maybe;boysmostly-

Theboyfrom Michiganwho skis

Theboyfrom Brooklyn who wantsto fight butis scared
todeath

- - - talk only-
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Thisoneloadsandreloadsathirty roundclip, curvedto
beheld.

"Whenl getbackto Virginia, man,all | wantis agirl and
my bakerytruck."

Here'sone- Calm,stedy eyes

He hategpatrols,his gutstwist insidehim -
two-sevenzeroJacksorHeightsChorwon-

"Yea,|'m ready"- "Everybodygotgrenades?"Yes,
Lieutenant”

AnotherLieutenant theseventhno, sixth, - - theymove
sofast-

FourthPlatoon Battalion,Rotation,(yea,Quartermaster
Rotation).

Dig all day- - Patrolall night

Dig PatrolDig PatrolDig - Justfive morepoints.
TherestandgheLieutenantnewLieutenant,

Shiny(no, notshinynow, seriousscaredoo;doesn't
showit

much,though)sortof aniceguy- - likesto laugh-

No brassonthecollar now, no greengold bar- Justlike a
G-,

almost.

Password - MaeWestCall Sign- - SufferingSuccotash
PyrotechnicsGreenStar- AmberParachute RedStar
cluster

CheckPoints- Obvious

Anxious

and Damn- - can'tremember

"JoeChink'snotgoingto getCoco!" -

"Not tonightor ever,Coco- - wegooutasaunit - come
backasaunit - "Yea"

"O.K., Let'sgo.-
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Josgdoesn'speakmuchEnglish,but surecanfire that
AR) crosses

himself- Quiet,confident,agoodsoldier,R.A.

Black, Dark, Night, Deep,- Deep,Dark, Black, Night.
SafeLane,damn,bequiet.

Barbedwire Barbedwire

Barbedwire Concertina

ConcertinaBarbedwire Barbedwire

Pointmanmoves- stops- listens- looks- Patrolmoves-
Thereit is! Artillery moonbeam There!Now we cansee

Crossthecreek,upthepath-

"Wire, commowire - mustbeamillion milesof the stuff
in this

damnedsafelane."

Stepeasy-- Walk slow

--Betwe soundlike aBattalionto the Chinks- -
Quadfifty cracksoverhead DeadlyChristmaslree
Lights

Red,rosy,friendly - Red,angry,tearing

Slow, move,stop,move-

Ambushsite upaheadoursor theirs?)
Eyesandearsstrain- damnthosepeople-
Who?Everybodyin this stinkingcountry.

KATUSA (smallKorean,can'tpronouncehis name-
Mim JungKi or

something.Movesout behindthecommaman(boy
from Michigan

(likesto ski).

STOP

Thelieutenantmovesoutinto thedarknesstwo men
coverhim ashe

moves- Hopewe'reherefirst.
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THE CHINESESOLDIERIS WELL TRAINED, WELL
EQUIPPEDAND CRAFTY
Move,thetroopsarewatching-

"Fool! - justfive morepoints- no morepatrols- justdig -
more

sukoshi HOME -

Don'tlike thisplace- justlike Two-sevenrzero- Jackson
Heights-

Chorwon

DamnLieutenanidoesn'kknow how-- goodambustsite
though.

Cold, wet, cold, cold, cold, cold - Mickey Mouseboots,
numberone

Handscold, feetwarm- Mickey Mousegloves,havano!
--Wakeupthatdamnedmedic- Chinesecanhearhim
snoreacrosghe

valley-

Sleepwarm,comfortable- Cold, wet, cold, cold, cold.
Sit here,

wait, freeze sit.

Thetankfires, splitting theair, everyongumps.
Comeback- maybe-

Time - slow, cold time, short,fastsleep- long cold wait.
Move out- No chinkstonight- Quiet- GodDamn-
Quiet-

Wakeupeverybody

Slowly - - notsofast- - easyDownthepath- Crossthe
creek-

Into thesafelaneandnow - -

HALT

Thebolt goesback.Snapdorward

Mr. Browning'smachinegunis now fully loaded-
\oices- - Dark-

Mae- - - - anAR bolt goesbackin thepatrol- - - - West.
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O.K.
Movein - countnoses backto theplatoon- Tell theold
man,- - go

to bed,- Bed! Sleep!

No morefor acoupleof nights- -
Damn- - justgottagetfive morepoints-
byLt. Joh

n A. Mitchell; Co.F, 15thinf.

| remembepnly onespecificpatrolwith anyclarity.
Mostweresimplyambuslpatrolsbut onewasspecial lt
waswhatwasknownasa combatpatrol. This meantwe
wentout specificaly to try to find andengagehe
ChineseBeforethepatrolwasto gooutl requeste@n
aerialreconnaissanaef theareawe weregoingto cover.
Thiswasdonein anL-19airplane asmalltwo seaterl
remembethepilot musthavebeenmarriedwith seveal
kids becauséne hadno thoughtof goinglow enoughfor
meto seeanything.

Eventuallyl convincedhepilot the Chinesesleptduring
thedayandhe shouldmakeonepassdownthevalleywe
weregoinginto sol couldsee We madethatpasgo the
eastof OutpostHarryandright downtheadjoining
valley. Justaswe crossedhe ChineseMLR theyopened
upwith amachinegunandmanagedo stitchafew holes
in ourtail. No damageloneandtherewereno injuries.
Whenwe cameroaringdownthatvalleywe crosed
immediatelyoverthepositionof my platoon.My troops
hadmy Texasflag outonthetop of my bunkerandwe
couldn'tmissseeingt. Thatflag wasa gift fromthe
Mitchell BrewingCo.in El Pasosomethingheydid for
anyonegoingto Korea.

Whenwe gotbackto theairstripl returnedo my
regimentaheadquarterandgreetingmetherewasan
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EpiscopakthaplainMajor Marsh.Hetold mehe
understoodvhat!l wasaboutto embarkonandoffereda
prayerfor our safereturn.lt worked!
Anotherinterestingpatrolinvolvedtakinga2ndLt. from
thedivision G-2 alongwith awar dog. Theseweredogs
trainedto warnthe handlerof apotentialproblem.That
dogreallysavedusbyalertingusof a Chinesepatrol
acrossasmallvalley. Wewereableto callin some
mortarfire onthemandtheydispersedSincethatwas
right in front of the Greekpositiontheysentout a patrol
to mopup.

| soremembecomingin from oneof theearlypatrolsl
tookoutandhavingarealproblem.Whenwe camein we
hadto crossthrougha safelaneandclearourweapons.
This nightwasbitterly cold andit hadsnowed Whenwe
startedo clearourweaponsve foundall theboltswere
frozenclosed Hadwe runinto anyChinesehatnightwe
couldeachhavefired only oneround.Eventhepinson
our handgrenadesverefrozenin andcouldnotbe
readilypulled.

My platoonpositionwastheright flank of theentire3rd
Division tied in with the Greekunit onmy right. Infantry
trainingalwaysteacheshatwheretwo diverseunitsare
joinedatapoint,thatis asourceof realweakness
becaus®f communicationsetc.Becausef thisthe
AssistantDivision CommanderBrigadierGeneral
Dunkelburg spentalot of timein my areamakingsure
thatall waswell. Overafew weeksl becamewell
acquaintedvith thegenerabndhewith me.It was
probablysometiman aboutMarchwhenl receivedhe
finestcomplimentof my armycareerGeneral
Dunkleburgtold Major SinglaubandCaptainGuysernthat
minewasthebestplatoonin theentire3rd Division. Talk
aboutbrowniepoints,thatreallydid it!
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It wasn'tlong afterthatthatl wastransferredo Company
H asthe ReconOfficer. GeneraSmyth,the3rd Division
Commandindgsenerahaddecidedve neededo fortify a
mountainmmediatelybehindthe Greekpositionsand
my job wasto directthe Greeksn doingthis.| was
assignedninterpreterLt. Vakalopouloswho provedto
beaveryfine gentlemarandfriend. He wasaboutas
toughanofficer asl hadeverknown. Onenightthe
Greekswereinvolvedin a prettyserioudire fight with
the Chinesewhile bothwereonpatrols.Oneof the
Greekskilled thatnightwasa Lieutenantwho wasa
boyhoodfriend of Lt. Vakolopoulosandthetwo of them
hadservedogetheiin the Greekarmyfor sometime. |
expressedny sorrowto my interpretemwho waspretty
philosophicalbouthis friend'sdeath He saidthis is war
andthesethingsmustbe expectedArmy friendshipsare
noteasy!

An interestingsidelightaboutmytime in H companywas
quiteabit of pokerplaying.CaptainRizzo, Lt.
Huddlestorandsomeof theplatoonleaderplussome
officersfromthe5thRCT joinedusonoccasionWhen
evertherewasno alertwe couldplayandthathappened
fairly oftenduringthattime. | wasincrediblylucky with
my playingandonenight| hadhelda few pathandsand
wonthepot. Everyonewasgettinga little morethan
exasperatedt myluck. In onehandlatein thegamel
wasdealtthreeacesandthejoker plusagarbagecard.
Sincel hadwonsomanyhandswith apathandl
discardedhegarbagecardanddrewtheotherace.
Needlesgo-say,| simplylaid downmy handandwonthe
pot, again.Greatfun! | wonenoughduringthosedaysto
makea $500.00downpaymenionacarlater.

It wasduring my time with companyH thatOutpost
Harrywashit with asmallChinesgprobe.CompanyF
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hadtheresponsibilityfor theoutpostonthatnightand
JimBakerwastheplatoonleader.Theywereableto
drive the Chineseoff theoutpostandJimdistinguished
himselfin atrueJohnWaynestyle,shootinga light
machinegunfromthehip. For his braveryanddaringthat
nightJimreceivedheDistinguishedServiceCrossthe
seconchighestdecoratiorfor valor. Jimandl havekept
in contactwith eachotherthesemanyyearsvia Christmas
cardsanda visit with eachotheracoupleof times.He
remainedn the Army Reservesindeventuallyretiredas
aBrigadierGeneral.

While working with the Greekd receivedacall fromthe
2ndBattalionAdjutanttelling meto reportto Battalion
HQ. Of coursd did justthatasfastasmy little old jeep
would permit. Whenl gottherel wasalmostignored.
Major Singlaubmadesomesmalltalk andwe hada
cigaretteor two alongwith coffee.Eventually,a cloudof
dustapproachedandout of it cameGeneraDunkleburg
who togethemwith major Singlaubpinnedthesilver bars
of alstLieutenanton my collar.Boywasl onesurprised
GIl. Whenl got backwith the Greeksmy interpreter
noticedthepromotionandthatcalledfor a party.

*It seemghatin the Greekarmyapromotionis almost
unheardf, onemustdo somethingspeciako rateone.
TheGreekshada greatadvantag®everthe American
troopsin thattheywereallowedto haveliquor onthe
line. Thatpartyis wherel wasfirst introducedo Greek
liquors,bothMetaxaandOuso.l still like Metaxato this
dayandenjoyit oncein awhile. | remembethatthe
Greekshadsomeof thefinestbreadonecouldevereat.|
do notknow howtheyobtainedheingredientsandraw
materals, buttheyreallydid eatwell. Sodid | atthat

party.
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ColonelStilwell hadbeenreassignedndwasreplacedoy
aColonelRussellAkers.ColonelStilwell (norelationto
generaVinegarJoeStillwell) wassuchafine officer it
wasashameo havehim leave.His replacementvas
ColonelRussellAkerswho wasanalcoholic.Col. Akers
wasnot oneto leavehis regimentaheadquartersut
ratherto stayin thatrelativelysafeenvironmentlt seems
thatit might havebeenin Maywhentherewasanother
fire fight on OutpostHarry. Major Singlaubwasalwaysa
handsontypeof commandeandduringthis engagement
hewasverybusyorganizingarelief of Harry. Col. Akers
calledhimto askwhatwasgoingonandthegoodmaor
didn'thavetimeto talk to him. Major FrankHewitt, the
battalionexecutiveofficer told Col. Akersthatthe
battalionCO didn't havetime to talk to him soCol Akers
relievedMajor Singlaubonthespot.Interestingly,it was
only afew weeksafterthis unfortunatencidentthatit
becamd.t. Col. Singlaub.

It wasduringmy stintin CompanyH thatl found out
wherethe hatedLt. Tyler wasstationed! calledhim and
learneche hadbeatmeto 1stLt. byonly afew weeks.lt
seemdespenthenormall8 monthsasa2ndLt. while
my promotioncamein ayearandninedays.l also
learnedthathistime in Koreawasasa platoonleader
onlysol think | reallyoutdidhim.

It wasin late MaythatCol. Akersgotabeein hisrum
soakedrainthat! shouldbeon his staffasanAssistant
S-3andhadorderscutto thateffect.l waslivid to think |
would be stuckin someHQ with analcoholicCO sol
calledGeneraDunkleburgto seeif anythingcouldbe
doneabouttheorders.My overwhelmingdesirewasto
outrark Lt. Tyler. At thattime acompanycommander
whowasa1stLt. couldbepromotedo Captainafter
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ninetydayssothatwasmy route!(Thegenerahadtold
meto call himif | everneededanything,sol did.) A day
ortwo latertheorderswererescindedandreplacedwith
ordersnamingmeascompanycommandepof Company
G which hadjust comeoff line into aregimentaleserve
area.

CaptainAtkinsonhadbeenthe CO of CompanyG and
hadbeerrelievedalongwith his 1stSergeantl neverdid
learnwhattheydid butthegoodthing wasthat| had
becomeacompanycommanderThiswasin theperiodin
thearmywherecompaniehiada WarrantOfficer asa
Unit Administrator.Mine wasa WOJGJugBlack who
wasanold timerin thearmy.| told Jughisfirst job was
to find usaFirst Sergeanandsuggestetie scourthe
regimentfor someonevho hadbeena MasterSergeant
for awhileandwho would like a crackat being"first
soldier."Jugfoundsomeonavho fit therequirementsand
| hadhim transferredo CompanyG. CompanyG was
reallyin ashamblesvith poormorale little discipline
andin needof alot of work. Oneof my first moveswas
to fire the Execofficer, thesupplysergeanandthe mess
sergeantlt wassimplyintolerablefor meto havesuch
incompetergaround.

CompanyG hadbeenpulledinto aregimentateserve
areawherewe did somesmallamountof trainingand
startedo getreorganizedT hisis whenl learnedhetrue
valueof a scroungerWOJGJugBlackwasa scrounger
of thefirst orderandcouldreallygetthingsdone.We
wereveryshortof thethirty roundmagazine$or carbine
rifles sol askedJugif hecouldgetussome He asked
whatl hadto tradeandsaidsomekind of souvenirwould
bebest.| did haveacapfromadeadChinesesoldier
whichstill hadits smallredstaronit sol gavethatto Jug
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andhewasoff. A coupleof hourslaterhereturnedwith
asmanymagazinesscouldbeloadedinto ajeep.

Beingin areserveareaelectricitywould be nice soagain
| askedJugwhathecoulddo aboutageneratorAgainthe
guestiorabouttradingmaterialcameupandthistime it
would takesomethingprettygood.We hadjust received
ourclassVI rationsol hadsomeliquor andcoulduse
that.| gavehim acouplebottlesof scotchandawayhe
went.Whenhegotbackhedid indeedhavea generator
behinda 2 1/2tontruck,andatrailerto moveit with, and
gasolineandelectricwire andwhateverelsetwo bottles
of scotchcouldobtain.We did haveelectricty!

We hadthe newgeneratoonly adayor two whenthe
battalioncommandecamethroughthe companyareaon
aninspectiortrip. Whenhesawthatgeneratohejust
aboutflipped. He wantedto knowwherel hadgottenit,
etc.l told him andhesaidthat! didn'tevenhavea
vehiclecapableof movingit andl agreedHe saidhe had
asmallgeneratokrvhich could easilysupplymy company
while my generatocouldsupplythe entirebattalion
headquarterand,he couldmoveit, sowetraded We
werebothhappywith thatdeal!

Duringthistime | developednintensehatredfor the
RedCrossandwhatevetit stoodfor. It seemghatoneof
thesergeants thecompanyreceiveda letterfrom his
mothertelling of a heartattackthathis fatherhad.In the
lettershesaidshehadcontactedhe RedCrossto try to
arrangeanemergencyeavefor theson.Thetelegranto
theRedCrossrepresentativen our regimentwasnever
deliveredto mesol couldauthorizetheemergencyeave.
A coupledayslaterthesergeanteceival anotheretter
from his mothersayinghis fatherhaddiedandshecould
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notunderstanavhy he hadnot gottenhometo seehis
father.My investigatiorprovedto beincredible.TheRed
Crossrepresentativevasanalcoholicwho never
botheredo do anythingwith thetelegramsaboutthe
sergeantfather.Hadl gottentheinformationin time he
couldhavegottenhomeandseenhis fatherbeforehe
died. After adeaththerewasno provisionfor an
emergencyeaveatthattime sohecoulddo nothing.|
knowalot of menin thatcompanystoppedany
contributionto theRedCrossbecaus®f thatincident.|
knowthatl did.

It wasonJunelO, 1953the Chinesdaunchecanall out
offensiveto takeOutpostHarry. GeneraMaxwell
Taylor,thecommandinggeneal of the FarEast
Commandsaidthis outpostwasahold-at-all-costs
position.lt seemghatHarryoccupiedsucha
commandingpositionthatto looseit would have
necessitatedur MLR beingshiftedalmostsevermiles
south.With theso-calledpeacedalksgoing onatthetime
thatwasnotagoodidea.CompanyK receivedheinitial
assaulbyabout3,600ChineseThecompanyheld but
sufferedalmost100%KIA andWIA. CaptainMartin
Markleywasthe CO andl latermethim for thefirst time
at FitzsimmonsArmy Hospital.

OnJunellththeChinesdaunchedararedaylightattack
with abouta battalionsizeattackbut weresoonrepulsed.
Onthel2thanotherassaultthistime with aChinese
regimentattemptedo takeHarrybut could not. | think it
wasonthe 12ththat CompanyG wasorderednto a
supportpositionbehindOutpostTomand| hada platoon
of tanksattachedThatwasthefirst time | hadeverhad
to contendwith tanksandfortunatelyl didn'thaveto use
them.
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The 13thHarrywasprettycalmwith only acompany
sizedattackandthencamethe 14th. CompanyG was
orderedo Harryundertheoperationatontrolof oneof
thebattalioncommandersf the 5thRegimentaCombat
Teamandl wasto returnto aonceveryfamiliar pieceof
ground.Wrong! Thatoutpostiookedlike nothingl could
rememberOnthewayoutto Harrywe passedy
immenseilesof Chinesebodies.ClimbingupHarrywe
sawcountlesgpiecesnf bothChineseandGl's bodyparts
layingall overtheplace.Thetrenchesveremostlycaved
in fromall of theintenseshellingthathadbeengoingon.
| laterlearnedhatthe Chinesehadfired about89,000
roundslargerthan81 mmin sizeto supporttheir attacks
while our forcesfired over368,000similar sizerounds.(l
understandhis amountof largecaliberammunitiorwas
morethanwasfired by bothsidesduringtheentireBattle
of theBulgein World Warll.)

We spentall thedayof the 14thtrying to refurbishthe
trenchlinesandbunkerswvhichwerebythenquite
devastatedrhefirst thing | did whenl gotto thetop of
theoncefamiliar OutpostHarrywasto removeall radio
antennasl. hadlearnedhatthe Chinesezeroedn on
antennasOneof the smartthingsl everdid in regardo
combatoccurredhatday. | hadmy communicationseam
buryfour separatdéandlinesfor ourtelephoneslongthe
sidesof thetrenchleadingbacktowardsthe MLR. After
thelineswereburiedl hadthemburiedfurtherand
coveredwith steelpicketsusedfor barbedwire. This
meant thatwe shouldhavedecentelephone
communicationgor awhile whenthe Chinesestarted
their TOT. It did indeedwork outthatway. Theother
goodthing| did thatdaywassomethingViajor Singlaub
hadpreachedbout- VT onourpositions.| arranged
defensiveartillery andmortarbarrageso beginona
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barragesvereto be VT ontop of us.| feelvery confident
thatlaststagesavedG Compary from beingcompletely

overwhelmed.

In theearlyeveningof
thel4thanartillery
sergeanfrom the 39th
Field Artillery attached
to my companyalong
with aforwardobserver
decidedhewasgoingto
wagehisown private
warwhentheChinese
came.Hegotup onthe
top of theCPbunkerand
built asandbag
emplacemenivherehe
saidhecouldfight any
Chinesevho camethat
way. As hewasnearing
thecompletionof his
positiontheChinese
startedshellingwith

This wasOP Harry onJune
15th when | waswounded.
Of course,the outpostisthe
large hill in the center of the
picture.
Photocourtesyof Jim Jarboe,
CombatPhotographer,
3rdInfantry Division
(Click thepicturefor alarger
view)

their61 mm mortars.
Thesergeantvashit andv
armhadbeenblown off. |
andmanagedo gethim ol
backinto therelativesafe

erybadlywoundedHis left
wentto thetop of thebunker
it of themortarbarrageand
tyof thetrenchoutsidethe

bunker.He wasunconsciousndbleedingprofusely.We
gotthebattalionsurgeoron thephoneandhetold me
whatto doto try to savehim. | managedo geta

tournigqueton the stumpof

hisarmandour medicsgot

him off theoutpostandto the battalionaid station.A
little laterthedoctorcalledmeandsaidin spiteof all our
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effortshedid not makeit. Forthelife of mel cannot
remembehis name Very earlyonthe 15thof Junethe
Chinesestartedtheir initial barrageTheincomingmortar
andartillery in the volumestheywereusingis impossibé
to describgo anyonewho hasnotexperience@nything
like that.It wasdevastatingl veryfoolishly startedo
maketheroundsof my platoonleadergo makesureall
menwereinsidetheir bunkersvhenthe barragestarted.
In spiteof thetrenchedor gettingaroundin | was
woundedquiteseverelywithin justafew minutes.
remembebeingtemporarilydeafenedythenoiseand
wascroucheddownin atrench.My armsweresupporting
me by holdingontothesidesof thetrenchwhenl washit.
It wasin theleft armandmy handwasleft attachedy
onlytwo shredsof skinoneithersideof mywrist. | never
knewfor surewhatgot mebut| stronglysuspecit might
havebeena mortarfuseor possiblyahandgrenade.

| eventuallymadeit to our medic'sstationwhich| had
placedat thebottomrearof OutpostHarryin whatwas
left of abunker.Themedicwasunableto stopthe
bleedingenoughfor meto getbackto my CPandabout
theonlything hedid wasto give meanunwantedshotof
morphinewhich causedneto beunableperformany
duty. An armoredpersonnetarrierevacuatedgeverabf
usto thebattalionaid stationwhereDoc Merrifield along
with JohnMitchell wasmorethanbusy.Several
ambulancestartedhetrekto the44thMASH andl was
suchabloodymessthatchaplainamanagedo give me
lastritesonthreedifferentoccasiondeforel gottothe
MASH. (Much later,afterreadingGeneralSinglaub's
bookHazardou®uty, | learnedhatthe44thMASH was
themodelfor the TV seriesM*A*S*H 4077)Isn'tit
interestingvhatthingscometo mind whenwriting
somethindike this?Previously,duringmy shortarmy
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careerl haddonatedloodonfive separat@ccasions.
Fromthetimel arrivedatthebattalonaid stationuntil |
left the MASH | hadreceivedbacksix pints.| guesghat
iswhy I wassuchabloodymessduringthosefirst few
hoursafterbeingwoundedl remembeaskingadoctorif
theyweregoingto amputatemy arm.His answemwasno,
if theycouldrestorecirculationto my hand.lt seemghat
wasthecriteriato
amputateor not.

| remembethatafterthe
surgeryunderageneral
anesthetiatthe MASH
| hadjustregained
consciousnesS.here
werethreegenerals
waitingto talk to me; |
think it mighthavebeen “*
LieutenantGeneral i ISR
Jenkinswho askedme MG EugeneRidings (3ID

howwe hadmanagedo Commander)and LTG
maintaintelephone Rueben Jenkins (Corps
communication$or Commander) wastaken by

suchalongtime through JamesJarboe at Division

the Chineseshelling. _ Headquarters.
Whenl told him hesaid (Click picturefor alarger

thatwasratheran view)
expensivebutvery
effectivemeansTheothergeneralsvereRidingsand
Dunkelburg.

| wasin theMASH for only adayor soandwasevacuated
to the121stEvacHospitalwherel spentanothercoupleof
dayswaiting transporto Japanlt wasfrom the MASH to
thel21stthatl hadmyfirst andonly helicopterride. | was
in oneof thosecarriersattachedo thesideof the chopper




THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE - 352-

onthelandingstruts.Fromthe 121stl wassentto the
OsakaArmy Hospitalin OsakaJapan.

While in Osakahedoctorsdid anoperationcalleda
debridementwhichwasaprocedurdo removedeadand/or
infectedtissue.Theyalsochangedandageandcastsa
coupleof timesandstartedantibiotics.Onething |
particularlyremembefrom Osakawvasatyphoon.| have
neverseernsomuchor sointenserain beforeor since.Each
dropmusthavebeena quartor so.l knowthatall of the
woundedn theorthopedicsvardwherel wasexperienced
verysevergainbecausef thedrasticdropin the
barometrigoressureAs soonasthe stormreachedisthe
nursesvereontheirroundswith shotsof morphine.
Onereallyfunnything happenedvhile at Osakal had
beentakenbackto myroomfrom recoveryandwasstill
quitegroggy.My roommatedatertold methatwhenl
startedo comearound wassingingThe Eyesof Texas
andtold him to standat attentiorwwhenhe heardthe
nationalanthemHe sworethatreally happenedAnother
thing | recallis goingto theofficersclub with a nursefor
adinner.It waskind of strangesincel hadno uniform,
only hospitalclothesbut theylet mein anyway.Theonly
thing | remembernboutherwasshewasveryniceand
waseitherAmish or aMennoniteandhadvolunteeredor
nursingdutyin thearmy.

While atthe hospitall wasableto completea call home
totell thefolks thatl wasin prettygoodshapeThose
telegramdrom the War Departmenareprettystiff
without verymuchinformation.| knowthecall lasted
aboutfiteen minutesandcostthreedollarsperminute.|
saidl would call from Hawaiito let themknow | wason
thewayhomeandtheysaidto call collect.

| hadrecoveredny savingsrom my pokergamesrom
our battalionsafebeforel left the MASH. | remember
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JohnMitchell washoppingmadbecauséecouldn't
bringthemoneyto meattheMASH. Anyway| did getit
andusedit asadownpaymentonanew1953Plymouth
sedarto bepickedupin Detrat afterl gothome.There
wassomekind of aproblemwith the personwvho handled
theautomobilesalesandthe CID contactedne aboutmy
arrangement. hadmadethe contactthroughthe hospital
sotherewasno problemthere.l knowaCID agenttook
mesomeplaceto identify thatpersorwhichl did. There
wasno problemfor meandl pickedupthecarlater.
Apparently,somepeoplehadbeentakenfor theirdown
payment@andnevergottheir cars.| wasveryfortunate!
Only afew dayswerespentin Osakabeforestartingthe
trek backto thestatessia the MATS (Military Air
TransportService) We flew from Osakato Tokyoto
meetupwith othersto beevacuatedbackandwereatthe
Tokyo hospitalfor only afew hoursuntil our flight left. |
remembetheplanewasa C-54 equippedwith stretchers
all overtheplace.Therewerenursesandadoctoron
boardto look afterall of us.Thetrip, for the mostpart,
wasuneventful. Our first stopwason Midway Islandfor
refueling.l wasambulatoryandcouldwalk around
Midwayfor acoupleof hours.l wishl hadhada camera!
WatchingthoseGooneybirds(akind of gull) was
hilarious.To takeoff theywould run asfastastheir short
legscouldcarrythemflappingtheirwingsfuriously.
Mostoftentheywould tumbleheadovertail andnot get
airborne Usuallyit took abird severatriesto getinto the
air. Onceuptheywereverygracefulbuttheir landing
wasjust theoppositeof theirtakeoff. Theywould coast
downto thegroundasgracefulascouldbebutassoonas
thetoucheddowntheytumbledfor severalyardsgetting
stoppedOur nextstopwasin Honolulu,Hawaii. We
landedatthe Air Forcebasethereandweretakento
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Tripler Army Hospitalto spendhenight. As soonaswe
landedtherewasa swarmof RedCrosstypeswith fresh
pineapplguice. Thathadabsolutelyno appeato me
becausdt hadbeenmonthssincel hadanyfreshmilk. |
askedf suchwasavailableandit was.l cannot
remembernythingtastingsogoodasthatglassof cold,
freshmilk. Theotherthing | particularlyrememberabout
Tripler waswakingupthe nextmorning.My roomwas
loadedwith freshflowers.Eventuallyl arrivedat
FitzsimmonsArmy Hospitalin Aurora,Coloradoon July
15, 1953justamonthafterbeingwounded] wasto
remainat Fitz until | wasretiredonDecembeB1,1955
with a60%disability. As | wasnearingtheendof my
hospitalization wasassignedo Fort Carsonin Colorado
Springsto recuperat@andawaitonefinal surgical
procedureTha assignmenivasfor aboutfive monthsor
soandwasnotveryinterestingsincel wasassignedo a
PersonneCenter.l did luck outagainandgotthejob as
coachof theFt. Carsorrifle team.
Fitzsimmonsvasanexcellenthospitalwith outstanding
care.Onegoodthing aboutmytime therewasthat
betweersurgeries hadmanyconvalesceneavesor
couldlive inaBOQ.In all I hadfourteensurgeries
includingtwo bonegraftsandalot of otherrepairs It
tookalot of time andtheresultwasl hada handonthe
endof my arminsteadof ahook.lIt is not veryusefulbut
looksfar betterthananyartificial one.

In all, in spiteof thetraumamy five yearsin thearmy
wererewardingandhaveprovidedmanygoodmemories.
Mostwho havehadsimilar experiencegendto remember
thegoodor unusuabndforgetmostof the bad.Thisis
how it is with me.

EmoryWalker
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Bob Dornfried

The following story, as told by Maura Gaffney of the Berlin CT
Citizen, is an account of Bob Dornfried's experiences on
Outpost Harry during 1953.

Thisarticleoriginallgppeareth TheBerlirCitizerandis reprintetereby
permission.

Bob Dornfried(Photoby Bradford)

Dornfried honoured friend who
didn't make it back

ByMaura&GaffneygpecialotheCitizen

(CitizenVeterandeaturesstoriesaboutour local U.S. military
veteransasa tribute to their serviceandsacrifice.)
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T h e rasagirggamongsoldiers:fiwhenacombat
infantrymandies,hegoesstraightto heavenpecausé e 6 s
alreadyspenthistimein h e |BbhDornfriedwasan
infantrymanin the KoreanWar, andhewentthroughhell
with his fellow soldiersona hill namedOutpost(OP)
Harryin 1953.Dornfried, 73, still thinksabouthis
experiencem thed F o r gWatrgdite often,andhe
hasneverforgottenthesoldierswith whomheservedor
theheroesvho nevercamehome.
Dornfriedenlistedin the Army in 1952 threeyearsafter
graduatingrom Berlin High School.Herecalledfi Af t er
16 weeksin basictraining,| wentto Seattle andthenl
gotaboatridetoK o r eHawasassignedo the3rd
InfantryDivision, Fox Company,1l5thRegiment.

—— ...“"“\ e i

et <

TV, 3 SALER wdn i man | G ) o
SergeanbDornfried,amachinegunner(andlatersquad
leader) wassentwith his unit to defendOP Harry, a hill
locatedin front of theMain Line of ResistancéMLR) in
anareacalledthelron Triangle.The CommunistChinese
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Forceswnerepositionedonly afew hundredyardsawayon
ahill calledStarHill, andDornfriedlearnedjuickly that
the enemywasdeterminedo captureOPHarry.i Iwas
thebiggesthill fromthereto S e o hdsaiddi T h e
Chinesegeallywantedthath i | | . 0
LessthananhourafterDornfriedarrivedatthe MLR,
nearthe baseof OPHarry,heheardanannouncement
overaloudspeakeri We | cFox@e mp ainsgid. 0
Thegreetingcamefrom theenemy.Thew 0 ma voiges
continuedfi 1 nhic@t® seeyou guys.Stayalert!We &bk |
overtoseeyousomeni ght . 0

A few nightslater, OP HarrywasattackedDornfried
recalledthatwhenthebattlebeganheandafellow
machinegunnernamedeugeneYoung,werein position
ontopofabunkeratthetopof thehill. He explained,

i Artighttimeswewould takemachinegunsoutof the
bunkerandputthemontop. Everyhour,oneof ushadto
callin to thecommandoost(CP)to checkin. Sojust
beforellp.m.thatnight,| wentdownfromontopofthe
bunkerandwentinto thebunkerto radiothe CP.As |
wascalling, thebunkerlit up. Mortar andartillery rounds
werecomingin heavily. The Chinesewereright atour
position.l nevermadeit backto thetopof the bunker.
Theycamein right underneathus.| wasfiring my carbine
fromthetrenchline. Thatfellow, EugeneYoung,| never
sawhimagai n. 0

An estimated1,200Chinesesoldiers participated in

the attack that night,andD o r n f runitedefénding
the hill consistedof only 80 men. The battle lastedall
night and into the next morning when the Chinese

finally withdrew.

i Weuffered 70percentc a s u a IsdidiDersfrjed.

i T h emereonly 20 of usleft. That wasmy initiation.
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fi T hfighting wasall atn i g hrexplaimedDornfried.

i Walsodid alot of patrols at night. We were

situated up on the hill (ed: correctionby Dornfried:

'We did the patrolswhile stationedon the MLR - not

from OP Harry), soon patrols we would go out into
no-ma n larg, downinto thev a | | Gngnigldt, he

and another soldier went out on patrol steppingover
deadbodiesasthey walked. Dornfried heard gunfire

and quickly turned to seethat his buddy had shota
Chinesesoldier. He said,i T hGaineseman had been
faking, and he had gotten up on his kneesto shootus.

My buddy probably savedmy lifethatni ght . 0

In additionto theartillery andmortarroundsthatwere
fired frequentlyat Harry, the Chinesdaunched
psychologicahttacksonaregularbasisaswell.
Dornfriedrecalledi T hreageannouncementsr played
musicovertheloudspeakejust abouteverynight. One
Sundyin May, theysaidé Wh aeyou boysdoingover
here?Thisis notyourwar. Your buddiesarebackhome
riding with thetopdownwith yourg i r Andthedathey
playedCruisingdownthe River ona SundayAfternoon.
(ahit songrecordedn1 949) . 0
Dornfriedspentfour weekson OP Harry, andthe
memorieshavestayedwith him for alifetime. i usedto
havenightmaresl sawguysgettheir headsblowno f f , 0
he said,andheremembershe soundof menscreamingt
anaid station.Onenight he helpedcarryawounded
soldierdownoff thehill onastretcherii T lweunded
mansaid,| hoped meverhaveto go backonthatdamn

h i | récalléddornfried.He pausedandthenaddedfi H e
di dnmaket t . O

A T h wasmeverasafetimetobeonOutpostHar r y, 0O
wroteafellow OPHarryveteranii T IGeeekshada
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namefor it, andit wascalledé De Bt & tf godserved
onHarry,youknewthatwast r ue . 0

i Ireallyw a s angpicnicovertherebutl gotthroughit
a | said@ornfried. Whenhereturnechometo Berlin
afterthewar, hediscoveredhatoneof hisfriends,
ThomasO 6 C o ndidendt rhakeit through.He hadbeen
killed in actionin Junel953.f wasfriendswith Tommy
O 6 Co nmhghslc h ohedaid.f losttrackof him,
andwhenl gotback(from Korea)l foundoutthathewas
killed afew weeksbeforetheendofthewa r . 0
Dornfried neverforgot abouthis friend, andwhenhelater
becamea builderandwashiredto build homesn a
subdivisionoff OrchardRoadin Berlin (in the1990s) he
decidedo honourhisfriendin aspeciaay. He named
thestreetO 6 C o nDmive &shtributeto theyounghero.
A hamedthe streetafterhim, becausédewasafriend of
mine.We werein the samewar. He wasthe only fellow
from Berlinwho lost hislife in theKoreanWa r hesaid.
Dornfriedwasfortunateto survivethewar havingonly
receiveda0 mi w o u rrdndshrapneln hisleg.He

d o e samdidehimselfahero,butforhisé mer i t or i o
servicein military operationsn K o r beaebeivedthe
BronzeStarmedal. Themedalreadsnpart,i Ser ge an't
Do r n f aggressivéeadershimualities,
resourcefulnesandcalmmannemwhile underfire were
anincentiveto his menandgainedfor him their
unwaveringconfidenceandcooperationThe smooth
operatioranddependabilityof theplatoonin combat
werelargelyaresultof hisrelentleseffortsandsound,
decisivejudgme nt . 0

ManyofD o r n f feliove sbldierson OPHarry
receivedmilitary honoursaswell. i Woaadsomereal
goodmeninourc o0 mp ahesaidppoudy. He was
honouredo servehis countrywith suchafine groupof
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menandnotedthathisunit i h #hddistinctionof never
losinganinchofgr ound. 0

A Wi douragetenacityandf a i twvéhée | igtheo
mottoof theOutpostHarryS u r v i Agsoaiatios
(OPHSA).Thev e t e graupnwascreatedi tkeepall
menwho wereinvolvedin the battlesto hold Outpost
Harrybondedogetherin commonmemoryof thataction
andto honourthe manysacrificesnadeby our
comrades ManyOPHarryveterangvrite abouttheir
horrific experiencesntheg r o website
(www.ophsa.orgpr sharetheir personabtoriesat the
annualOPHSAreunions.

At the2005reunion,oneOP Harryveterartold astory
aboutarecenttrip to thelocal hadwarestore. Whenthe
veterarbroughthis itemsto theregistertheclerk noticed
scaron hisarms.Sheaskedaboutthem,andtheveteran
told hertheywerefrom Korea.Theclerk briefly thanked
him for his sacrifice,andthentheveteranwentoutside,
satin hiscarandcried.

StorycreatedNov03,2005- 09:27:0&€ST

E TheBerlirCitizer2005Allrightseserved

E BobDornfried00%AlIrightseserved
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SecondLt Fakosand Tsafsidis

Second.t Fakosand Second.t Tsafsidiswere interpretersfor

theneedf GEF. Theywerewith Col. Koumanakosintil the
armisticewassigned.Theynarrate.

Lt Fakos Koumanakosieverusedmeasaninterpreter.
Hewasspeakingenglishquite fluently. He gavemea
M1 andusedmeasaninfantryofficer. Actually hewas
thecommandingOfficer andusedto signthe mostpapers
until hisdeparture.

Lt GeorgTsafsides:Col. Koumanako$iadaverygood
knowledgeof the English languageand he neverused
me. He usedto send me to representthe Battalion
whenevetherewasa needfor our unit to bepresentasan
allied representativeDnthe 20" of July, Koumanakos
changedn the Commandingf the Battalionby Lt Col
ProkosHlias.



THE EAGLE OFTHE IRON TRIANGLE - 362-

Nick Meletis.

GreekArmyCorporal
3d Company,
493Comun Battalion,
| wentto Koreawith the 14thsupplementingmission,

onFebruaryl953andwe arrivedto Pusarafteraseatrip
thatlastedthirty days.Thesamenight of ourarrivalwe
left for Seoulby train andthenby military trucks,we
continuedo ourunit. We all wereabout400men.l was
postedto the Commandingteem, as a radio operator.
This helpedmeto becloseto theCommandingf the
GreekBattalion.The BattalionCommandewasLt Col



- 363-

KoumanakosGeorgea very able, clever and fearless
man.

At thattime GEFwasdefendingSectorTHE NESTOF
EAGLE. This SectorwasNorthof MLR, ontheright of
SectorHarryandvery closeto the CCF.As theyusedto
attackagainsiour positionsduringthe night, we always
hada badnight. We hadto sendout night patrolsand
listeningposts. arrivedthereatthe middleof Marchand
theweathemwasextremelycold. We hadto wearheavy
cloths and it was an additional difficulty to our
movements. Onthedaysl arrivedtherewasabloody
fight betweera CCFCompanyanda Greekaggressive
reconnaissangeatrol. Second.ieutenantSiderisandhis
mend i dheditdatdo attackandsimultaneousiyotify
GEFBattalion.LieuterantSiderisandsix soldierswere
killed butreallytheyall werebravemen.Their sacrifice
must be estimatedfrom the result. They gave to the
battalionthetime to answeitto the CCFin aproperway.

On the 150 of May 1953 GEF battalion, moved to
defendSectoDIC. Thenwe startedo improvethetrench
line andthe bankersof thesectorOnthe 10t of June,
we accepteda CCF attack. At the sametime CCF
attackedo SectorHarry, nextonourright. Wewon CCF,
but they could enter the trenchesof O.P. Harry.
Americansvonit againin themorning.Sothebattleof
HarryhadstartedThistacticlastedfor threemorenights.
Americango loosetheHill 420bythe night attackof
CCFandwin it againin themorning.The nexttwo nights
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CCFtriedto gathertheir deadsoldiers,andsentfor that
purposehepowerof oneCompanyAmericansreacted
andforcedthemto returnto their positions.American
Battalions suffered heary casualties.So on the 150 of
JunetheRegimentalCommandeassignedheSpar t anos
Battalion (GEF), leaving the sector DIC, and take
responsibilityof sectorHarry until 0930Hoursof 16 of
June. Sowedid. CompanyP wasdesignatd to defend
on hill 420, and theyhad two days andtwo nightsto
repairthedamagesvith thehelpon Americanengineers
andKoreanlabours.

Earlyin themorningof Junel8,the CCFattackedut
theybroketheir faces'#4 Theoreviousnights,regimenal
Commanderwas sendingon the Outposta company.
Now theentirebattalionwasaroundthehill. Thisis why
Greekswon without casualties.Our CO Koumanakos
wasrunningaroundthe entiresectorHarry giving orders.

4 GreekexpretionIt meandi T hfailledottheiri nt ent o
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IV General GeorgeKoumanakos
asaretired Officer.

In 1986 General Koumanakoswith eight more
superiorgGeneraldromall overtheworld, madeafilm
underthetitle A T IGe n e AWitH thisdlm theyexpress
theiragonyfor theuncontrolleduseof the atomlcenergy,

andtheir hopefor themankindto understand andto
abolishnuclearweapons.

They started to give lectures all over the world
concerningo theabovesubject Becausef this,some
not sympathizinghim, accusedhim as a leftist. It is
untrue and unfair. GeneralG. Koumanakoswas an
anticommunistand fought bravely againstcommunist
guerrillasduring Greekcivil war (19451949)andthenin
Koreaagainstheinternationacommunisn{1953).
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Athensunder the Stars and Stripes
(AD 1949- 1974) dy JohnL. Tomkinson

In March1950electionsvereheldto demonstratéo the
UN thatGreecewnasafunctioningdemocracyPreviously
governmentfadeffectivelybeenappointedintimidation
wasnotresortedo in thetowns,with theresultthatthe
LiberalPartyandthe centrewontheelectionsPlastiras
became prime minister. This mattered less than it
seemed since the centresof real power lay in the
AmericanEmbassyCIA Headquartergheroyal palace
at Tatoiandthe GreekPentgon.

Theformsof parliamentarydemocracyvereasham.
Thedominantfigure in Greekpolitics, until hisdeathin
1955, was General Papagos.In 1952 the Greek
Ambassadorinsisted upon changesto the electoral
systemnto enablePapagsandhis GreekRally to win the
election, which he did in November1952, when he
becamegrime minister.

At theendof thecivil war Greececould hardlyclaim
to beanindependentountry.Betweernl951and1957
Greece received $1,491,000,000in aid, of which
$1,150,000,00@vasin military aid. Althoughcorruption
was rife, and there was no doubt somefi t r idownl| e
e f f ditbetrednainedor anykind of aid whichwould
directly benefitordinarypeople.



-367-

In 1955Greece becamea memberof NATO, asmuch
anempireasthe DelianLeaguehadbeenmorethantwo
milenniapreviously.TheHellenicRaidingForcewasset
upasacrackcommandaunit to suppressnyopposition.
Its officersweretrainedin the USA, andin manycases
actuallypaid bythe CIA.

A GreekespionagagencytheKYP, wassetupand
fundedbythe CIA. In additionto spyingon Easterrbloc
radio traffic, it was employedagainstthe population,
being usedto detectsubversiveelementsin Greece.
Manyof its membersverealsopaid by the CIA.

By 1961,whentheKYP hadfiles ontwentypercent
of the population,the CIA kindly provided computer
facilitiesto enablebetterhandlingoftheiri i nt el | i gen
Greecdlid participatein theeconomt recoverywhich
followedthe SecondMNorld War, but havingenteredater
from a lower position, the results seemed more
impressive.

The personmost associatedwvith thisi e c o n o mi ¢
mi r a was ghe@Macedonianpolitician, Constantine
Karamanlis. A hitherto obscure politician, he was
promotedabove senior colleaguesat the insistenceof
Alan Dulles,US Secretaryf State AndreasPapandreou
describechimasfi aAmericanp r o d bHaweverghe
benefitto Greeceofthefi e ¢ o nnoi nti aveaslimited.
It was designedto suit the needsof the often foreign
entrepreneurgndnotthelongtermdevelopmenbf the
country.Significantprofits wereconfinedto afew very
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wedthy peopleand their dependantsMuch of it was
exploitative,by companiesvhich, like thewealthyGreek
shipownerspromptlymovedtheir profits abroadThus
educatiorwasunderfundedandbaseduponrotelearning
to fosteruncriticalacceptancef authority. Therewasrise
in the standardf living, butafterwar, occupatiorand
civil war, thatwasonlyto beexpected.

In 1961 the CIA and army officers conducted
extensiveenquiriesabout voting intentions,and when
theyhaddigestedheresultstheyputinto operatiorthe
ironically-namedi P e r P Ic dtoaedsureaconservative
victory. They locatedthe key marginal constituencies,
andorganisedhe systematiéntimidationof thevoters.
The leader of this plot, General Dovas, was then
appointedoy theking caretakeprime ministerduringthe
votingto ensuré'fair play". Theywereassistedn their
work byIDEA, a group of right-wing officers, mostly
former Nazi collaborators,who regardedall non
conservatism as communism. Support for the
K a r a maightwing NationalRadicalUnion(ERE)in
the election was exactly one hundredper cent in the
army,while 200,000fictional voterswereconjuredinto
existencdo supporttheright in Athens.Somepolling
stationsdid not havevoting paperswith thenamesof
nonEREcandidatesnthem.In onevillagein Cretethe
ERE candidatereceived more votes than there were
citizenseligibleto vote.lt is hardlysurprisingthaton
29thOctobertheEREwonaclearmajority of seatdan
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theparliamentTheplanbackfired.Both centreandleft
rejectedhelegitimacyof theresultinggovernmentand
criticisedther i g dubsérgenceo theAmericansijts
favouritismtowardsbig capitalistsjts supportfor social
inequalities,and employmentof wartime collaborators
andrepressiomf dissent.

After a period of prolongedunrest, pressurefor
electionsproved overwhelming,and they were set for
spring1967.Everyoneexpectedanoverwhelmingvictory
for GeorgePapandreul hekey marginalconstituencies
wereidentified,ashadhappenedh thePericlesPlan,and
aschemearawnupby CIA stationchief Mauryfor the
characterassassinatiof his son AndreasPapandreu,
andthefundingof politiciansopposedo him. But in any
casetheCIA knewthatthegeneraldiadno intentionof
allowing electionsto go forward and had long been
planningacoup.

Thechiefof the GeneralStaff, GrigoriosSpanddakis,
haddecidedo asktheking to implementaNATO plan
to seizepower,buttheking vacillatedoverthedate.The
16thApril hadbeenchoserto coincidewith aleft-wing
rally, but it was cancelled.The 24th May was then
chosen,but postpored on 20th April. Then acabal of
middle-ranking army officers led by CIA employee
ColonelGeorgePapadopoulogyicholasMakarezosand
Brigadier Stylianos Pattakos,decidedto go anyway,
acquiring the patronage of Spandidakis, and
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implementingthe NATO PrometheusPlan, officially
originally devisedo countei c o mmiu missit gencyo.

In theearlyhoursof the morningof 21stApril 1967,
theyseizedcontrolof thestate.The CIA trainedHellenic
RaidingForcetook overthePentagorn Holargos,and
ColonelP a t t &kslest Goudibarrackdor central
Athens. The cover of democraticforms wasto be
removed.

This was the first time that a Westerncountry in
Europehad fallen to a dictatorshipsince the Second
World War. Duringthe night of 21stApril 1967,soldiers
arrestedeadingpoliticians,includingthe PrimeMinister
andleadingpoliticians.Citizensof Athensawoketo the
rumble of tanksin thestreets.Fromthe radio camea
streanof ordersproclaimingaii r e v o | farktiddirgn o ,
peopleto leave their houses,threateningto shootany
civilian seeronthestreetsannouncinghatall homes
couldbesearchedvith impunity, outlawingstrikesand
meetings. The telephoneswere out of action. The
explanatiorwasthattheking hadrequestedhearmyto
interveneto i p r o thestatéfrom imminent danger.

The newspaperof that day appearedwith identical
headlinesleadingarticlesand commentariesuppliedby
themilitary PressService Overthefirst nightandthe
nextfew days,somesix thousangeoplewerearrested

and internedin prisonsand concentrationcamps.The
King was initially alarmed.The US Defenceattache
calledonhimatTatoiandwastold:fi | nc r sugpid b | vy
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ultra-right wing bastardshavinggainedcontrolof tanks,
have brought disasterto Gr e e ¢le asked for a
helicopterinvasionof US marinesrom the Sixth Fleetto
crush the Junta, but the State Departmentmerelytold
Talbot that if the matter was raised again, he was to
A di s aehimwEamy hopeonthats ¢ o rTlee.king
calmeddown as his own arrestappearedncreasingly
unlikely.

SoontheUS embassyvasableto reassur¢he State
Departmenthatthecoupleadersi d e cthemseleesne
thousangercentpro-A me r i Thaking duly sworein
the ministersof thenewgovernmentTheissueaboutUS
involvement in the coup is not whether the US
Governmentvasinvolved,butonly howdeeplyandhow
intimatelyit wasinvolved. Althoughthe CIA probably
did not actually organizeand direct the overthrow of
democracytheplotters usedAmerican weaponsanda
plan which had beendevisedby NATO to ensure
Westerrcontrolof Greeceandthecoupleaderaformer
memberof the SecurityBattalions hadbeenin receiptof
CIA pay since 1952, and was chief liaison officer
betweerthe GreekKYP andtheCIA.

Moreover, the CIA knew of the plots of both the
king and the generals and the colonels a month
beforehand. Moreover, they were in closecontact with
the colonels_n fact, Gr e e mestdscoratedsoldier,
General GeorgeKoumanakos, had beenapproached
asearly as1965by a senior official of the US embassy
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why hewasnotfi ¢ 0 min with u s ?Itolooks as
though the CIA wishedto pre-empt a royalist coup by
peopleunder British influence with their own coup
organizedby peopleon their own payroll. Initially, the
Colonelsfound few respectablegoliticians preparedto
collaboratewith them,buttheydid find acompliantking
to sweartheirgovernmentnto office.C.M. Woodhouse
wrote in The Spectator(28 June,1969): i O noé the
distinctivethingsaboutthe coupof April 1967wasthatit
was carried out by officers below the highestrank.
Anotherdistinctivething aboutthemwasthattheyhad
almost no experienceas fighting soldiers Most of the
generals whom they displaced had fought with
distinction:in Albania,in the GreekArmy of the Middle
East,in thecivil war againsthecommunistsin Korea.
Theex-colonelshadadifferentsortof careeronein the
military police,anotherin thesecuritybattaliongwhich
the Germandormedto resisttheresistance)andsoon.
To mostof my Greekfriendsit is discreditableéhatnot
oneof themtook anypartin theresistanceluringthe
German occupation (when they were all in their
twenties)to theexcolonelthemselved is a matterof
congratulation.Theslogan i Gr e efcthee Christian
Gr e edmbailiestheir ostensibleclaims to represent
nationalismandOrthodoxy.

Paradoxically,it €e | o nasthesygdameto be
known, regardedthemselvesas the guardiansof the
traditionalvaluesof GreekChristianity. Theycondemned
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long hair andshortskirts, cuttingthe hair of maletourists
whose locks were deemedlong enough to offend
Christian sensibility. Flag raising ceremonieswere
enforcedn schoolswith churchparade®n SundaysYet
the real purpose of the Junta was the systematic
subordinatiorof Greecdo US interestsGreecequickly
becameheUS spyHQ for theEasterrMediterranean
and the Near and Middle East.Torture became
commonplace Prisonerswere beaten,hung suspended
from their wrists. There was jumping on thestomach,
pulling outfinger nails, useof electricshock.In addition
there was psychological torture. Prisoners were
threatenedwith being maimed,rapedand killed, and
there were mock executions.Peoplewho had been
torturedweretold thatit would berepeatedtacertain
time. Amongthe mostfearedplaceswerethe Security
Police HQ, convenientlywithin hearing of the US
embassy,and military hospital 401, where doctors
continuedthetorture.Manymorepeoplesimply losttheir
jobs, or had their pensionsrevoked.In the autumn of
1973, large scale studentdemonstrationsprovoked by
repressionin the universitiesand a drastic increasein
inflation, openly defiedther e g i Ibaa @ngublic
meetingsin Novemberstudentdegamafi s-ii rirothe
Polytednic University,andtransmittectlandestingadio
broadcastsalling uponthe peopleto riseupagainsthe
tyranny.Onthenight of 16-17thtanksweresentin. They
bulldozedthelocked gatesand, coveredby sniperfire
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from buildingsopposite armedpoliceswarmednto the
grounds behind them. The s t u d eadit stafion
broadcasappealdor doctorsandpriests,butnoneturned
up. At leasttwentystudentsverekilled.Ironically, these
eventsled immediatelyto a worse statethan before.
Senior officers decided that Papadopoulos was
incompetentsotheblamefor thePolytechnianassacre
was laid on him, and he was removedrom powerin
whatamountedo asecondccoup.Hewasreplacel bythe
sinisterBrigadierloannidesheadof the military security
police, yet another CIA agent, who arrested
Papadopouloandinstalleda puppetof hisownin his
place. Under his leadership,repressionincreasedin
efficiencyandruthlessnesdoannidiswantedrapidaction
onCyprus.Hedecidedonacoupin which Archbishop
Makarioswould beassassinatedheUS knewaboutthe
plan,loannideshadmadeit clearto his CIA contactsput
for his own purposesHenryKissinger wanted nothing
doneto preventit, so he receiveda very mild half
warningnotto go aheadwith awink. Makariosescaped,
but this gave the Turks the pretextto invade, and
appropriatehenorthernthird of theisland.thatKissinger
hadbeenlooking for.

TheTurkishinvasionof Cyprusspelledtheendfor
the junta in Athens. Three days afterwards,loannides
allowedhimselfto besidelinedasPresidenGizikis and
seniorofficersof all threebranche®f thearmedforces,
appalledat the nationd disasterwhich the junta had
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broughtuponGreecejnvited Constantind&karamanliso
returnto restorethe rule of law and democracy.The
FrenchPresidentGiscardd 6 E s tplacedagjaneathis
disposal,and he flew into Athens, landing at Athens
Airport at2.00amon 24thJuly. It seemedasif theentire
populationof thecity hadturnedoutto greethim.The
Karamanlisvho returnedwvasverydifferentfromtheUS
puppet who had left Greece years beforehand.He
withdrew Greecefrom the NATO military command,
legalisedthe CommunistParty,distancechimselffrom
the Americans,and securedGreece'sentry into the
EuropearCommunityof Nations.
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NUCLEAR WEAPONS

STATEMENT BY INTERNATIONAL
ADMIRALS AND GENERALS

Decembeb, 1996

We, military professionalsywho havedevotedour livesto
thenationalsecurityof our countriesandour peoplesare
convinced that the continuing existence of nuclear
weaponsn thearmoriesof nuclearpowersandtheever
presenthreatof acquisitionof theseweapongy others,
constitutesa peril to globalpeaceandsecurityandto the
safety and survival of the peoplewe are dedicatedto
protect.

Throughour varietyof responsibilitiesandexperiences
with weaponsand wars in the armedforces of many
nationswe haveacquiredanintimateandperhapsinique
knowledgeof thepresensecurityandinsecurityof our
countriesandpeoples.

We knowthatnudearweaponsthoughneverusedsince
Hiroshimaand Nagasaki,representa clearandpresent
dangetto the veryexistenceof humanity.Therewasan
immenseisk of asuperpoweholocausturingthe Cold
War. At leastonce civilization wasonthevery brink of
catastrophit¢ragedy.Thatthreathasnow recededbut not
forever-- unlessnuclearweaponsareeliminated.
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Theendof theCold War createcconditionsfavorableto
nuclear disarmament. Termination of military
confrontationbetweerthe Soviet Unionandthe United
Statesmadeit possibleto reducestrategicandtactical
nuclearweapons,and to eliminate intermediaterange
missiles. It was a significant milestoneon the path to
nucleardisarmamentwhen Belarus, Kazakhatan, and
Ukrainerelinquishedheir nuclearweapons.

Indefinite extensiorof theNuclearNon-Proliferation
Treatyin 1995andapprovalof the Comprehensivéest
BanTreatybytheUN GeneralAssemblyin 1996arealso
important steps towards a nuclear-free world. We
commendhework thathasbeendoneto achievethese
results. Unfortunately,in spiteof thesepositivesteps,
truenucleardisarmamenbasnotbeenachievedTreaties
providethatonly deliverysystemsnot nuclearwarheads,
will be destroyed.This permitsthe United Statesand
Russiato keeptheir warheadsin reservestorage,thus
creatinga "reversiblenuclearpotential.”

However,in thepostCold War securityenvironment,
the most commonly postulatednuclearthreatsare not
susceptibléo deterrencer aresimply not credible. We
believe, therefore,that businessas usualis not an
acceptableway for the world to proceedin nuclear
matterslt is our deepconvictionthatthefollowing is
urgenty neededandmustbeundertakemow:

First, presentaindplannedstockpilesof nuclearweapons
areexceedinglyjtargeandshouldnowbe greatlycut back;
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Secondremainingnuclearweaponshouldbegradually
and transparentiytaken off alert, and their readiness
substantiallyeducedothin nuclearweaponrstatesand
in defactonucleamweaporstates;

Third, long-terminternationahuclearpolicy mustbe
basednthedeclaredorinciple of continuouscomplete
and irrevocableelimination of nuclearweapons.The
United StatesandRussiashould- without anyreduction
in their military security- carryforward the reduction
processalready launchedby START: they should cut
downto 1000to 1500warhead®achandpossiblylower.
The Other three nuclear statesand the three threshold
stateshouldbedrawninto thereductionprocessasstill
deeperreductionsare negotiateddown to the level of
hundredsT hereis nothingincompatibé betweerdefense
byindividual countriesof theirterritorial integrityand
progressowardnuclearabolition.

Theexactcircumstanceandconditionsthatwill make
it possibleto proceedfinally, to abolitioncannotowbe
foreseeror prescribedOneobviousprerequisitevould
beaworldwideprogramof surveillanceandinspection,
includingmeasureo accounfor andcontrolinventories
of nuclearweaponmaterials.This will ensurethat no
roguesor terroristscouldundertakea surreptitiouseffort
to acquirenuclearcapacitiesvithout detectiorat anearly
stageAn agreedprocedurefor forcible international
interventionandinterruptionof coverteffortsin acertain
andtimely fashionis essential. hecreationof nuclear
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free zonesin different parts of the world, confidence
building andtransparencyneasures thegeneralfield of
defensestrictimplementatiorof all treatiesin theareaof
disarmamenandarmscontrol,andmutualassistancen
theproces®f disarmamenarealsoimportantin helping
to bring aboutanuclearfreeworld. Thedevelopmenof
regional systems of collective security, including
practical measures for cooperation, partnership,
interactionand communicationare essentialfor local
stabilityandsecurity.

Theextentto whichthe existenceof nucleaweapons
andfearof theirusemayhavedeterredvar - in aworld
that in this year alone has seen30 military conflicts
raging- cannotbedeterminedlt is clear,howeverthat
nations now possessingnuclear weaponswill not
relinquish them until they are convincedthat more
reliableandlessdangerousneansof providing for their
securityarein place.lt is alsoclear,asaconsequence,
that the nuclearpowerswill not nowagreeto afixed
timetablefor theachievemenof abolition.

It is similarly clearthat,amongthe nationsnot now
possessinguclearweaponstherearesomethatwill not
foreverforsweartheir acquisitionanddeploymenunless
they,too, areprovidedmeansof security.Nor will they
forgo acquisitionif thepresennucleampowersseekto
retaineverlastinglytheir nuclearmonopoly.

Movementtowardabolition must bearesponsibility
sharedorimarily by thedeclaredchuclearweapmnsstates
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China, France,Russia,the United Kingdom, and the
United Stateshythedefactonuclearstates, India, Israel
andPakistanandby majornon-nucleampowerssuchas
GermanyandJapanAll naionsshouldmovein concert
towardthesamegoal. We havebeenpresentedvith a
challengeof the highestpossiblehistoricimportancethe
creationof anucleaweaponsireeworld. Theendof the
Cold War makest possibleThedanger®f proliferation,
terrorism, and a new nuclear arms race render it
necessaryWe must not fail to seizeour opportunity.
Thereis no alternative Signed,

INTERNATIONAL GENERALS AND ADMIRALS
WHO HAVE SIGNED STATEMENT ON
NUCLEAR WEAPONS

CANADA JohnsonMajor GeneraLeonardV.. (Ret.)
Commandant, National DefenseCollege
DENMARK. Kristensen,Lt. General Gunnar (Ret.)
former Chief of DefenseStaff

FRANCE. Sanguinetti, Admiral Antoine (Ret.)
former Chief of Staff, French Fleet

GREECE. Capellos,Lt. General Richard (Ret.)
former Corps Commander.

Konstantinides Kostas, Major General (Ret.), former
Chief of Staff.

Koumanakos George,Lt. General (Ret.) former Chief
of Operations.
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GeorgeKoumanakosasBrigadier General.
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MOSCOWFORUMAND ITS
SIGNIFICANCE
Author: KarenKHACHATU ROV
MOSCOWFORUMAND ITS SIGNIFICANCE
Prof. KarenKHACHATUROV, D. Sc.(Hist.)

ThelnternationaForumfor aNuclearFreeWorld, for
theSurvivalof Humanity,heldin mid-Februarythis year
in Moscow,wasanoutstandingeventin the historyof the
massiveantrwar movementAt no othermeetingof this
kind everheldbeforehasthe searchor waysof freeing
mankindfrom the nucleamightmarebeenso profound.
The history of its convocationis quite unusual.lt all
startedwith a meetingof scientiss, mostlyphysicistsjast
Julyin Moscowto considerthe possibilitiesof ending
nucleartestsunder strict internationalcontrol. As is
known,suchapossibilityaroseafterthe SovietUnion
announceda unilateral moratorium on all nuclear
explosionsA groupof naturalscientistsvho advanced
theideaof holdingsuch aforum wasreceivedbythe
Sovietleadership.

This steeringgroupconcludedhatthis way of discussing
the most burning problemsof our time, suggestecdy
outstandingscientistsjs highly effective.In November
lastyearthe memberof this groupmetin Hamburgto
discusghe mosturgentproblemof todayhowto build a
nuclearfree world. Their idea was backed up by
scientistsin other fields and also by cultural workers,
businessmerglergymenandretiredgeneralsThis gave
riseto theideaof simultaneouseparateommoninterest
roundtablediscussionsvith acommonnoblegoal. The
Soviet government agreed that such a meetng be
convenedn Moscowandprovidedconditionsrequired
for its effectivework.

Thepurposeof the steeringgroupwasconsonantvith the
mostsacredvishesof all Sovietpeople Forexamplepn
the eve of this internationalmeeting the Institute for
SociologicalResearchunder the USSR Academy of
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Sciencesconductedan opinion poll on topical issues
relatedto disarmamenanda nuclearfreeworld. More
than 1,000 peale, including students, answered
guestionsat 26 polling centresin three districts of
Moscow.Accordingto thegenerallyacceptedanethods,
this representativeopinion poll of the economically
active populationensuresapproximatelya 3-per cent
accuracyf theresults Whenaskedvhethertheythought
thedeploymenbf nuclearweaponsn outerspacewnould
increaseherisksof theaccidentaliseof theseweapons
and if completeelimination of nuclearweaponsis the
only wayto avoid a nuclearwar, 93 percentansweredn
the affirmative; and 96 per cent said they placedthe
interestof mankind'ssurvivalaboveanyotherinterests,
andthattherewasno way of justifying theuseof nuclear
weapons.

page82

MOSCOWFORW AND ITS SIGNIFICANCES83

The forum in Moscow was rather unusual.Let us
considerfirst an outward impressionof the event and
somebasicstatistics Theroundtablediscussionsvere
attendedbyover1,000 verycompetentdelegategrom
more than 80 countriesnatural scientists,physicians,
political scientists, workers in culture and arts,
businessmen,and clergymen. Later the sociologists
separatedrom the political scientists.Ecologists,too,
heldseparateoundtablediscussionsTheywereunited
in thenewmovemengEcoforumfor Peacewhich formed
last year at a conferencein Bulgaria and was soon
supported by 32 countries and 11 international
organisations.

The Moscow forum was a vigorous and creative
movemenbf peopleconcerneaverthe nuclearthreat,
peoplefrom mostdiversesocialstrata,ncludingthose
who only recently joined the peacefighters, as, for



- 385-

instanceretiredgeneralsAmongthe participantsan the
eighthandthelastroundtablediscussiorweremembers
of the West Europeangroup Generalsfor Peaceand
Disarmamentgonsistingof formerNATO commanders,
who wereinvited to the Forumby public groupSoviet
GeneralandAdmiralsfor PeaceandDisarmament At
thebeginningof thatunusualmeetingthedelegatesvere
showntheantimilitarist film "Generals"which Soviet
TV audiencesare familiar with. The charactersn the
film being presentat the showing PortugueseMarshal
FranciscadaCostaGomes]talian GeneraNino Pasti,
BrigadierGeneralMichael Harbottle of Great Britain,
Major-GeneralGert Bastianof the FRG, Norwegian
Major-GeneralJohanChristie, and GeneralGeorgios
Koumanako®f Greece.

The delegateshedd meetingson the weekendin four
differentpartsof Moscowin the modernKosmosHotel
whichwasalwaysbustlingduringthe forum, or in the
guietof anancientprivateresidenceTheforumhadno
emblemtherewasno openingceremonyandno final
documentsvereadoptedthoughindividualroundtable
groupsissuedappealsThus,alargegroupfromthe USA,
amongthem ProfessorFrank von Hippel, a physicist,
political scientist Richard Stanley, physician Albert
Sabiamandfilm starGregoryPeck,saidin a statement:
"Our journeyto Moscowsymbolizeghe greatdesireof
all Americans
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General GeorgeKoumanakosasa Hero of Korean
War in a project of an American College



